Coasts
The aim of this module is to explore coasts as dynamic and changing systems. The module addresses
different types of coasts both in terms of their landforms and their uses and provides a framework within
which students can explore different coastal features and processes. The module concludes with an
opportunity for students to apply their knowledge and understanding of coats to plan a day’s fieldwork. By
the end of the module students should understand the importance of different coastal zones and how they
are affected by, and can affect, human activity.
The module begins with identifying what a coast is and what different coasts look like. From here students
use atlases to locate different coastal features around the world and start to consider how these features
may change over time. The module goes on to extend students’ knowledge of these features by exploring
how these features were formed by different coastal processes.
Once they have considered how different coasts are used for different purposes, and how coasts can
benefit and/or disadvantage people living there, students apply their knowledge to consider what London
would be like if it was located on the coast. Students have the opportunity to explore how London might
benefit from being a coastal city, as well as considering what problems it might face.
Lesson four focuses on human activity in coastal areas; the impact this activity has and the challenges
people living in coastal areas face. Two case studies are used to explore these ideas. The first, longshore
drift in Ghana, examines how construction of the Akosombo Dam on the River Volta has reduced sediment
levels in the Volta Delta, which has led to coastal erosion through the process of longshore drift. The
second case study, land reclamation in the United Arab Emirates, examines how and why land reclamation
has changed the coastlines of Abu Dhabi and Dubai and the problems these two Emirates are facing.
Finally, the module highlights the importance of fieldwork by asking students to plan a day’s fieldwork to
investigate evidence of longshore drift on a near-by coast. Students can use any knowledge they have
developed over the course of the module and apply it to their chosen fieldwork site before suggesting
what the finding might show.
While it is impossible to cover all aspects of coasts in such a small number of lessons, it is hoped that this
module gives students exposure to some of the main features of the topic and provides them with an
opportunity to apply their coastal knowledge and understanding.
Subject content areas:
 Locational knowledge (deepen their spatial awareness of the world’s countries by looking at regions
within Africa, Asia and the Middle East, focusing on key physical and human characteristics)
 Place knowledge (understanding geographical similarities and differences between regions of Africa
and the Middle East)
 Human and physical geography (physical geography relating to coasts and weathering; human
geography relating to urbanisation and economic activity; understanding of how human and
physical processes interact to influence and change landscapes)
 Geographical skills and fieldwork (build on knowledge of maps and atlases; designing and planning
geographical fieldwork)
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