
 

 
British Airways Communities and Conservation 
kindly provides return flights for individuals 
conducting conservation-related field research or 
fieldwork outside the UK. For successful 
applications, the free flights enable crucial funds to 
be redirected and spent on other important aspects 
of a project. Two bursaries are awarded each year, 
with each candidate receiving one free return flight. 
The application deadline is 11th May 2009 
 
Eligibility 
• Only individuals may apply for a travel bursary 
• An individual or project can only be awarded 

one return flight annually 
• The applicant must be undertaking a research 

project at postgraduate level or be an 
established researcher under 35 years of age 

• The applicant may be from any nation, but must 
be registered with, or an active researcher in, a 
UK Higher Education institution 

• The purpose of the trip should be to conduct 
research related to conservation with a 
geographical perspective 

 
Application procedure 
Applications should be submitted by email to the 
Grants Officer at the Society by Monday 11th May 
2009. This deadline will be strictly enforced. 
 
Applications must be submitted electronically in 
word format and must contain the following 
information: 
• Full name, title and contact details 
• Title and short abstract, giving context to the 

research (max 100 words) 
• A description of the project objectives and 

methodology (Max 300 words) 
• Location of research area including the 

latitude and longitude (These are used by the 
RGS-IBG to geocode information about our 
grants programme in GIS) 

• A timetable for fieldwork  
• An outline of the project budget  

• A risk assessment and safety management 
plan, and details of appropriate ethical 
approvals (max 300 words) 

• Please indicate how you heard about the 
British Airways Travel Bursaries  

• Applicants should also include a supporting 
statement, for example from their tutor or 
supervisor 

 
• The RGS-IBG will screen the applications and 

select two candidates to put forward to British 
Airways. No interviews will be held. BA make 
the final decision. 

• Those applicants forwarded from the RGS-
IBG screening process are still subject to the 
BA conditions/restrictions and there is no 
guarantee that a flight will be provided 

• Flight bookings will be made through the 
RGS-IBG  

 
Terms and conditions 
 
British Airways stipulate strict terms and 
conditions for the flights. Please read them 
carefully before applying for the award as no 
exceptions can be made.   
 
Making an application 
• Any application must be received at least two 

weeks before the first proposed date of travel to 
enable processing 

 
Confirmation /Changes to your booking 
• Once a booking is confirmed, no changes can 

be made 
 
 
Validity of ticket 
• Tickets are valid for 3 months from outbound 

date of travel  
• Tickets may not be used during close-out 

periods - see below for details 
• All tickets must be booked and travel undertaken 

before 31st March 2010 

British Airways Travel 
Bursaries  

 Two return flights for individuals 
conducting conservation-related 
research or fieldwork 



 

 
Close-out periods when no travel can be 
awarded 
• The following are “close-out” periods which fall 

during British Airways peak times of travel 
Summer Holidays:10 July to 20 September 
2009 
Christmas: 10 December 2009 to 20 January 
2010 
Easter period: 2 April to 20 April 2010 

 
Routes offered 
• BA does not offer flights to any destination in the 

Caribbean or Australia 
• BA only flies to Mexico City in Central America 

and to Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo and Buenos 
Aires in South America 

• BA can only offer complimentary seats on British 
Airways flights. Code-shares and other airlines are 
not included in this scheme 

• Johannesburg, Bangkok, Singapore and Rio de 
Janeiro are extremely busy destinations, 
especially during January and February so 
flexibility with dates is needed if booking any of 
these destinations. Bangkok and Singapore routes 
are embargoed for complimentary travel during 
January and February  

 
Baggage allowance 
• Baggage allowance of 2 or 3 pieces of baggage 

(dependent on route). Each bag can weigh up to 
23 kg each. 

  
RGS-IBG Terms & Conditions 
• A preliminary report of 1,000 words must be 

submitted by 7th November 2009 (subject to 
timing of travel). 

• A full final report must be submitted 
electronically and in hard copy by 1st 
February 2010 (subject to timing of travel). 
The final report must include a 250 word 
abstract, a description of the project and its 
key findings, three to five digital images that 
capture the spirit of the project and its results, 
a final budget, and details of presentations, 
publications and any other outputs  

• The Society’s support should be 
acknowledged in all publications and outputs. 
Copies of any such publications and outputs 
should be submitted to the Society 

• Award details may be published in the 
Society’s publications and on the website 

• The RGS-IBG requires that the research it funds 
be conducted in an ethical manner and that 
recipients fulfil all their institution’s health and 
safety requirements and ethical approvals. Full 
details of the Society’s ethical guidelines for 
research can be found at 
www.rgs.org/OurWork/Grants/Grants.htm 

 
Note: Digital photographs should be in JPEG or 
TIFF format and at a quality of 300 dpi or more in 
A5 size.  

 
Contact/ Applications 
Grants Officer 
Royal Geographical Society (with IBG) 
1 Kensington Gore 
London 
SW7 2AR 
T: (0) 20 7591 3073   
F: (0) 20 7591 3031    
E: grants@rgs.org 
W: www.rgs.org/grants 
 
The Royal Geographical Society (with IBG) offers 
many other grants for different areas of 
geographical research at different career stages.  
Full details of all grants can be found at 
www.rgs.org/grants 


