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SPEAKERS BIOGRAPHIES

Lt Col John Adams

John has had a full army career spending time with the Commando and Parachute
Forces. During his service he undertook Adventurous Training Expeditions, involving
climbing, sailing, canoeing and sub aqua diving as far as Australia and New Zealand
in the East and Belize, Canada and Alaska in the West. He has recently retired from
the Army's Accident Investigation Team where he was respons ible for the
investigation and reporting on all accidents within the Army which have a safety
implication in order to prevent a recurrence. John is also the Chairman of the drafting
committee for BS8848, Specification for the provision of visits, fieldwork, expeditions
and adventurous activities outside the United Kingdom.

Dr Arita Y Baaijens

Arita Baaijens is a biologist, author and photographer. Twenty years ago she gave up
her job as an environmentalist, bought camels and made a solo crossing across the
Western Desert of Egypt. Today she has made over 25 expeditions (3-6 months at a
time) with her own caravan of camels and is the first Western woman to have
travelled the whole of the northern desert of Sudan on camel. She is also the first
Western woman to have travelled the Forty Days Road twice. One of her discoveries
is a hidden valley in the Eastern desert of Sudan with hundreds of petroglyphs
depicting cows. She just came back from Darfur and is on her way to Egypt and
Mauretania. Although she knows everything about camels, she intends to travel on
horseback on the next expedition from Siberia to Afghanistan. Her most recent book
is Desert Songs, a woman explorer in Egypt and Sudan (American University Press,
2008). For more information go to www.aritabaaijens.nl

Paul Baker

Paul first got the explorers bug at university in the late 1960's but it was not until
1973 with a trip to the Hoggar Mountains that he realised how important it was to
explore with the young. Since those early days he has been taking students aged 10
to 20 to many different parts of the world. His favourites have included Morocco,
Kenya, Borneo, India, and Brazil. He is secretary of the Rainforest Club. Having
retired from 38 years of teaching in 2008 he is now a Geography consultant working
to with schools and the Geographical Association. He is leading an rainforest
conservation expedition to Sabah in July 2010.

Edward Bassett

Ed served in the British Army for ten years. He has taken part in adventure
expeditions in Africa, Asia, Central America and North America/Canada. Since
leaving the Army in 1986 he has concentrated on canoeing expeditions. His most
recent projects include the 1997 Coppermine River Expedition, the 2001 Burnside
River Expedition, the 2004 Trans Kenya Trek and the Sabaki River Expedition. He is
keen to develop equal opportunities in expeditions and also works towards the
development of an ethical approach to Charity Fundraising. Ed now runs a
successful adventure holiday company as well as providing personal development
training for young people aged between 13 and 25 through a charitable organisation



called Fairbridge. He lectures in expedition skills and land navigation for colleges
across the UK.

Sarah Batten

Sarah has been working with the Land Rover Experience for a number of years.
Their client base is wide and varied and they actively assist with the specialist
training of Police traffic officers, mountain rescue teams and other emergency
services, VIP's, Civil Dignitaries and the Royal Household, to name but a few. To
date Sarah has been involved in the selection and training process of the competitors
on both the G4 Global Challenges and worked on the G4 Challenge in 2006. Sarah's
role as a Lead Instructor in the Training and Development department often finds her
visiting the 30 odd global Land Rover Experience Centres, she has also been
involved in a number of Global Launches for new Land Rover Products. Currently
Sarah is working on developing new courses and ensuring standards are maintained
across the Land Rover Experience network of centres.

Josephine Beynon

Josephine Beynon has just graduated this summer from Edinburgh University with a
Zoology BSc. At university she was Secretary and then President of the Expedition
Society (ExpEd) and enjoyed participating in student-led scientific expeditions to
Borneo (2007) and Gabon (2008). She was responsible for filming the latter
expedition and now that finals are over is currently editing the footage. Over August
she took part in an expedition to Baffin Island where she assisted in recording the
effects of climate change. Josephine is currently pursuing a career in natural history
documentary filmmaking. She has also travelled widely in Yemen, Namibia and
Morocco, as well as sailing extensively in the Mediterranean, including North Africa.
Next week she is off to Oman to investigate possible opportunities to make a
documentary.

Gavin J Booth

In November and December 2008 Gavin completed an unsupported expedition to the
Geographic South Pole from the edge of the Antarctic continent. For the 45 days
duration, the expedition was unsupported with no resupply and the 2-man team had
to drag sleds almost twice their bodyweight across the ice. Fulfilling this dream was
the highlight of many years preparation and organisation. He also completed an
expedition to a previously unexplored area of North Greenland in 2007, and prior to
that competed in ultra-running events in remote locations from desert to jungle to the
Canadian Arctic. Gavin fits these adventures into his spare time as he spends the
other part of his life working in London.

Yuri Boyanin

Yuri just returned to complete his undergraduate degree at Newcastle University after
an year abroad in Finland. He is founder of the Bulgarian Oral History Association
which hopes to promote oral history in his home country. In the summer of 2009 he
led an expedition to Kyrgyzstan to study the nomadic settlement and collectivization
of the 1930s, by interviewing direct witnesses of the forced Soviet campaign. He
hopes to go onto to do a graduate African Studies degree. He takes pride in the
number of countries he has been to (39), and suffers from an unending enthusiasm
to explore new cultures.

Ollie Bray

Ollie Bray speaks to global audiences on creativity and innovation in education and is
a national adviser for learning and technology futures. He has been a school leader,
head of department and is an award winning teacher for innovative classroom
practice, especially with the use of ICT, and project development. Ollie is also one of



Scotland’s leading experts on internet safety and responsible use for schools. He has
a particular interest in social media in schools, computer games in education, mobile
technologies, school design, 21% century school leadership, and outdoor learning,
and is a full member of the Association of Mountaineering Instructors. For more
information go to www.olliebray.com

Jamie Buchanan-Dunlop

Jamie is director of Digital Explorer, an organization that aims to enhance young
people’s emotional engagement with the wider world. He is interested in
communicating from the field and is happy to try to answer questions on: using the
web, digital media (including filmmaking), Google Earth and the like, GPS, remote
communications, youth expeditions and how to make your expedition relevant to the
classroom. He also knows a little about the Himalayan regions of India, Pakistan and
Tibet as well as Lebanon, Morocco and Oman.

Steve Burgess

Since leaving school he has earned a living on his family farm in Yorkshire raising
cattle and drystone walling. Having explored the mountains of the former Yugoslavia
as a teenager, 35 years of wanderlust led him to, amongst other things, surveying the
derelict railway from Masawa to Asmara; travelling the coast of Panama by dug out
canoe; and more recently driving across the land mass of Russia and Siberia by
Landrover, culminating in the first crossing of the Bering Strait to Alaska by vehicle.

Dr Bill Burnett

Bill is a marine ecologist with a PhD in evolutionary genetics. He has worked and
dived extensively in Australia, Indonesia, Panama, the Red Sea, US Virgin Islands
and Scotland, and was a Research Fellow at the Department of Marine Sciences and
Coastal Management, University of Newcastle. Between 1998 and 2001 he ran a
coral reef monitoring project in Seychelles through the RGS-IBG Shoals of Capricorn
Programme. Bill is now Head of Biology at St Paul’'s School in London, and is
involved in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme and diving and sailing
expeditions. Bill is a former trustee of the Marine Education Trust which supports
local education initiatives in the Western Indian Ocean and is now contracted to the
Trust as an educational consultant.

James Cheshire

James is a geography PhD student and Tutor at University College London. Utilizing
internet mapping tools to share information is one of James' interests — something
especially useful for sharing expeditions and fieldwork experiences. Before
undertaking a PhD James pursued his interest in mapping glacier change by
conducting fieldwork in Alaska, as part of the Juneau Icefield Research Program, and
Iceland as part of the GLACSWEB project. James has presented a number of times
at, and on behalf of, the RGS-IBG and is especially keen to talk with those just
starting out on a research project. He is involved with the Worldnames project
(www.publicprofiler.org/worldnames) which shows people their global surname
distribution, and is a member of the RGS-IBG Quantitative Methods Research Group
Committee. You can follow his research at www.jamescheshire.co.uk

Luce Choules

A fine art landscape photographer and managing director of Foldedsheet, Luce is a
specialist in information mapping, editorial photography, graphic design and visual
communication. Inspired by exploration, and based in Chamonix Mont Blanc, Luce
documents experiences of journeys through a collection of written and visual details.
An archival record of photographs, routes, itineraries, weather reports and kit lists are
made for each cycle tour, walk, field trip, climb or expedition. New online work looks



at a relationship of people and place through a growing archive of photography-led
narratives — see www.mappalogue.com for more details.

Phil Coates

Phil is a producer, director and location cameraman with over 15 years experience of
working across all 7 continents — from minus 40 C to 50 C and up to 8,000m.
Productions have included ‘Blizzard — Race To The Pole’ for the BBC, ‘Everest
Beyond The Limit’ for Discovery Channel International, ‘Challenge 8000’ for ITV and
Channel 4 and ‘Ice Break Heart’ for Channel 5. Phil runs Images of Adventure, a
production company that specialises in adventurous programming and offers a range
of production services to expeditions and organisations looking to tell the story of
their adventures through the moving image. For information on expedition flmmaking
courses in the UK, the French Alps or further afield see www.imagesofadventure.com

Dr Rob Conway

During the days (and the all to frequent nights) Rob is an anaesthetist. He loves his
job but he spends much of his time dreaming of expeditions he has been on which all
started here at Explore some years ago. No longer so fresh faced, he has been part
of a number of expeditions that have ranged from SCUBA diving in the warm waters
of Eastern Africa and the islands and shoals of the Western Indian Ocean, medical
research in the Andes climbing peaks with only a handful of coca and a bottle of
lucozade, through to kiting across the frozen landscapes of Greenland. Rob is
currently acting as chair of Blue Ventures Conservation, an award winning charity
working to increase the awareness of threatened coral reefs (www.blueventures.org).
He teaches on expedition medicine courses and can be found at the bar wearing a
beard.

Dr Alan Crofts

Dr Alan Crofts has had a lifetime fascination of desert environments that has led him
to organise exploration, photographing and mapping expeditions in the African,
Asian, Arabian and American deserts. He has crossed the Sahara through the
western, eastern and central areas; made a solo crossing of the central Karakum
desert of Turkmenistan in 2004; and recently traversed the Mongolian Gobi desert
with his wife, Jacquelyn. He has undertaken significant mapping projects during his
expeditions, particularly in Northern and Southern Arabia, the Chihuahuan desert of
Mexico, and in the Kalahari desert of Botswana and Namibia. From 2001 to 2006 he
worked as an intelligence officer for the Royal Auxiliary Air Force using common core
deployment skills (including advanced first aid) and organization of expeditions. He
has recently returned from crossing the Al Rub-Al Khlai empty quarter of Oman and
Saudi Arabia.

Jacquelyn Crofts

Jacquelyn Crofts main passion is climbing. She has rock climbed in the French Alps
and UK — mainly Yorkshire, Wales and Lake District crags. She has also done winter
mountaineering in some of these areas and has spent months in Nepal, trekking to
the Everest, Annapurna and Machapuchare base camps. She has also trekked in the
jungle environments of northern Thailand and Cambodia. She is able to contrast the
drama of mountains with the serenity of desert environments, having crossed the
Mongolian Gobi desert and desert off-roaded in remote areas of Morocco. She has
recently returned from a mini-expedition to the Al-Rub Al-Khali sand sea of Oman
and Saudi Arabia.

Matthew N Davies
Matt is an expeditioner and also a Partner at top 40 Law Firm Hill Dickinson LLP. He
specializes in advising travel and leisure companies, including providing expedition



companies with legal, safety and crisis response advice, and training. He is a
Committee Member of the Travel and Tourism Lawyers and a member of the
committee for BS:8848 dealing with safety on overseas expeditions. His interests
include outdoor activities, medical, survival and safety aspects of an expedition and
remote environments. This includes delivering safety training to companies overseas.

Roger Daynes

Polar experience includes 2¥% years with British Antarctic Survey at Halley Bay and
expeditions to Iceland and Svalbard. Started and has managed Snowsled (now
Snowsled Polar Ltd) since 1988, manufacturing and supplying cold climate and
mountain rescue equipment and clothing.

Josie Dew

Josie Dew has cycled some 350,000 miles across six continents and 47 countries
(some of them by accident). The survivor of several wonky knees and a handful of
worn-out bottom brackets, she is still firmly fixed in the saddle. She has written seven
books about her travels. More recently she has towed her two-year-old daughter over
10,000 miles in a bike trailer around England. For more information on bikes and her
books visit www.josiedew.co.uk

Matthew Dyas

Matthew Dyas is a filmmaker with a background in expedition productions. He began
his career producing BBC Radio 4 documentaries before making the move into
documentary filmmaking. In 2008 he finished a 2 year project producing
BBC/Discovery Channel's Oceans Scuba Diving series. With a group of scientists
and some of the world's leading underwater filmmakers the team explored the world's
marine ecosystems, from Indian Ocean tropics to sailing an ice breaking research
ship through the polar ice cap. Matthew has recently returned from the Arctic where
he has been producing a BBC Geology Series and National Geographic co-
production called How The Earth Made Us — a series exploring how geology has
shaped human history.

Myles Farnbank

Myles has paddled, climbed and sailed in many of the world’s wildest places. He is
Director of Training for Wilderness Scotland developing and leading multi day
expeditions in Scotland and overseas. He is one of a small number of Leave No
Trace Master Educators operating in the UK., and runs a range of training courses in
minimum impact camping and journeying techniques. He is currently working on a
book and a website to support the development of these techniques and attitudes
that are relevant to the UK.

Matthew Fielding

Matthew Fielding has been exploring and researching various parts of the tropical
world since he was old enough to travel alone. His first trip to Peru, aged 18 has led
him on a track through university expeditions, research expeditions and adventurous
expeditions. He has conducted research over the past 8 years in Asia, Africa and
South America. He completed some of the first ever soil surveys of the Manu
National Park, using ingenious technigues and has since continued to focus on this
region in his current position as Head of Research for the CREES Foundation and in
planning expeditions for CREES Expeditions.

Charles Foster

A writer and traveller with extensive experience organising desert expeditions,
particularly involving camels. He read veterinary medicine and law at Cambridge,
was a research fellow at the Hebrew University, Jerusalem and is a barrister and a



tutor in medical law and ethics at the University of Oxford. He is a Fellow of Green
Templeton College, Oxford. His expeditions have included the Western Desert, Sinai
and the Algerian Sahara. He has skied to the North Pole, run the Marathon des
Sables, and swum the Hellespont. He has studied the immobilization of gazelles in
Saudi Arabia, and water metabolism in mules in the Danakil Depression in Ethiopia.
His latest books are Tracking the Ark of the Covenant (Lion Hudson, 2007), The
Selfless Gene (Hodder 2009), Wired for God: The biology of spiritual experience
(Hodder 2010) and The Sacred Journey (Thomas Nelson, 2010). He is currently
planning to swim the route arguably taken by Odysseus from Troy to Ithaca. And yes,
he does know that Eratosthenes said that "You will find the scene of Odysseus's
wanderings when you find the cobbler who sewed up the bag of winds'. For more
information go to www.charlesfoster.co.uk

Dr Rita Gardner

Rita is Director of the Royal Geographical Society (with IBG), a role she has held
since 1996. A geographer and field scientist by training (UCL and Oxford) she has
spent extensive periods studying environmental change and soil erosion in many
parts of the world, in some of the most remote and testing places. A year studying
the red dune sands of South East India for her PhD, having driven alone from
Mumbai to Chennai three weeks after passing her driving test in the UK (1), was
followed by studies in Kashmir, Thailand, Oman (as a member of the Society’s field
research programme in the Wahiba Sands) and Egypt. Between 1990 and 1998 she
developed, led and funded (£500,000 from DfID) a team of Nepali and UK scientists
making some of the first systematic studies of soil erosion in the Middle Hills of
Nepal, which was another of the Society's field research programmes. Swapping an
academic career at King’'s College and at Queen Mary (London University) to head
the Society, she has been instrumental in the Society’s development in recent years.
She travels widely and passionately believes geography is essential to people
understanding our changing world. She has edited and written four books, numerous
journal articles, and has advised two TV series on the British landscape.

Anthony Geffen

Anthony Geffen is one of the world's leading documentary producers and film
makers. He began his career working for the BBC before setting up Atlantic
Productions in 199.2 He has made over twenty acclaimed series and films, but has
also produced cutting edge multi-media projects using the Internet, Enhanced
Television, Web TV, Computer Animation and Virtual Reality. His films have been
nominated and won many of television's most coveted awards including Emmy,
BAFTA, Banff, Cable ACE and Critics' Guild awards and prizes at the New York and
Chicago film festivals. Anthony is currently working on a major theatrical
documentary retracing the steps of George Mallory, the legendary British explorer
who may have the first man to summit Mount Everest.

Paul Goodyer

Paul Goodyer is the CEO of Nomad Travellers Store & Medical Centres. The idea for
this company was conceived 20 years ago combining his experience in tropical travel
and his retailing of army surplus. His travels over the last 30 years include trips to
Africa, Asia, South/ central America and the Middle East. The diversity of the trips
has given him specialist knowledge on travel equipment and staying healthy which is
the foundation of the Travellers Stores and his own range of travel products. Paul
personally tests the products he recommends and sells and has had numerous
expeditions and independent journeys into rainforest and desert doing just that. He
also writes weekly travel tips for the Sunday Times.



Elizabeth Gowing

Elizabeth is a writer, translator, and education consultant in the UK and the Balkans.
Her NGO, The Ideas Partnership, focuses on sustainable tourism, cultural heritage
and education projects in Kosovo, and she works with the Balkans Peace Park
Project which develops and runs programmes in Kosovo, Albania and Montenegro
where the skills of international volunteers support education and environmental
awareness among the region's young people. She is currently writing a book about
the Edwardian watercolourist, anthropologist, relief worker and Balkans traveller,
Edith Durham.

Dick Griffiths

Dick Griffiths is the Evaluations Co-ordinator of the Young Explorers’ Trust and the
Assistant County Commissioner (Expeditions) for West Lancashire County Scouts
who have been independently audited for compliance with BS8848. He has spent a
lifetime providing adventure opportunities for young people, particularly in taking
members of the Scout Movement on mountaineering trips to the Alps and to remote
places like Northeast Greenland. Dick is also currently a Freelance Expedition
Leader and generally takes six student expeditions each year to developing
countries.

Adam Griffiths

Adam Griffiths is an expedition leader and adviser. He has been on several
expeditions around the globe, and has spent over 14 months living in the high arctic.
Recent trips have included expeditions to Greenland, Spitsbergen and Kamchatka.
His interests include ski mountaineering and endurance events. Adam teaches off-
road vehicle handling and leadership development and is currently studying medicine
at Swansea University. Adam studied Modern History at the University of Oxford,
where he was Secretary of the Oxford University Exploration Club.

Dominic Hall

Dominic Hall runs Fieldskills UK, providing training and logistical support for
expeditioners both in the UK and in North Borneo. He has built up experience over
more than twenty expeditions including Gap year programs to Belize and Borneo —
clocking up more than two years living in his jungle hammock — school expeditions to
Norway, Costa Rica and Peru and science volunteer expeditions in Oman and
Slovakia.

Paul Harris

Paul Harris has been a freelance documentary, travel and expedition photographer
for over 20 years. His particular interest has always been in people, culture and the
impact we have on the environment. His first professional assignment took him
across the Steppes of Mongolia in search of the legacy of Genghis Khan with the
writer and Explorer, Tim Severin. Expeditions to Russia’s Far East, Kamchatka,
Ladakh, The Malay Archipelago, Chile, Nepal, Niger, Kyrgyzstan and Vietnam
continued to inspire and hone his vision. In recent years, he has documented the vital
work of Survival International, Coral Cay Conservation and Earthwatch and was one
of two ‘photographers-in-residence’ for the RGS expedition to Brunei. He is a
recipient of the RGS Cherry Kearton Award for photography of “Peoples and the
natural world” and currently writes a regular column for Outdoor Photography
magazine. For more information go to www.paulharrisphotography.com

Martin R Hartley

One of the world’s leading expedition photographers, Martin has won 5 international
awards for his adventure photography and to date has documented 19 major polar
expeditions and is one of the only professional photographers to have crossed the



Arctic Ocean on foot and with dogs: Adventure Ecology Top of the World Trans Arctic
Expedition 2006, and Catlin Arctic Survey 2009 — an international collaboration
between polar explorers and some of the world’s foremost scientific bodies to more
accurately determine how long the Arctic Ocean sea ice cover will remain a
permanent feature of our planet. The WWF have selected some of Martin’s images to
hang at COP15 this December.

Peter Harvey

Peter has been involved in the outdoor Industry since 1991 working both in the
commercial and volunteer sector. He was the founding director of Wilderness
Expertise, a youth expedition company focusing on personal development, and his
work in this field lead him to support BSES expeditions for 10 years before helping
form an industry association of Expedition Providers. Currently, Peter works as a
consultant advising teams working in remote environments, from exploration
geologists to seed collectors. He is Chair of the Young Explorers' Trust who promote
youth expeditioning and has been an active member of the BS8848 technical
committee. In his wider life he has escaped and worked on Denali for the National
Park Service, collected white-fly larvae in the forests of Guyana and survived running
across the Atacama Desert.

Alex Hibbert

Alex recently led the Tiso Trans Greenland Expedition that travelled 1374 miles
without power support or resupply, one of the longest fully unsupported polar
expedition in history. Alex read Biology at the University of Oxford and was twice a
finalist in the international BBC Young Wildlife Photographer of the Year. In 2002,
aged 15, Alex was one of the youngest people to complete the 125-mile Devizes to
Westminster kayak ultra-marathon. Alex spends as much time as possible
mountaineering, skiing, white-water kayaking and drinking good beer. He joined the
Royal Marines in 2008 now also works as a photographer, author and speaker.

Frazer Higgins

Frazer Higgins has recently completed a six week RGS-IBG supported expedition to
the Mahamavo dry forest and associated wetlands in the west of Madagascar,
conducting a biodiversity survey. He has also had experience in the Mangoky region
in south-western Madagascar working as a field assistant, in Trinidad and Tobago on
university placement and in Honduras studying on a field course. He is particularly
interested in GIS, ecology and conservation issues.

Peter Holland

Peter won an RGS-IBG Learning and Leading Gap Scolarship in 2008. He used his
sponsorship to map game reserves, track and monitor animals in South Africal. In
September 2009 he went to Newcastle University to study a 3 year degree in
Geomatics. From a young age Peter has owned a hand held GPS and used it for
walking around the UK, linking up to OS maps and satellite data for A-Level projects.
He has also completed work experience with the British Antarctic Survey in their
mapping department where he was shown the use of ArcGIS software to help create
bespoke maps for the scientists.

Emily Hufton

Emily is a registered nurse who primarily works in the Emergency Department of
Manchester Royal Infirmary. She is also employed as a travel nurse for Nomad and
lectures on travel health risks to health care professionals. Emily holds the diploma in
Tropical Diseases from London School of Hygiene and Tropical Diseases and has
completed the Wilderness Medicine Training in the French Alps. Her passion for
travel began as a student on a cycle trip that pioneered a route through the Indian



Himalaya. Since then she has travelled extensively and has worked as a medic and
project manager for Raleigh expeditions in Costa Rica and Nicaragua and as a medic
for British Military Fitness in Borneo. In 2010 Emily will be moving to East Africa to
work in health promotion for VSO.

Lyn Hughes

Lyn Hughes is the co-founder and editor-in-chief of Wanderlust magazine, the UK's
leading travel magazine for adventurous travellers. A fellow of the Royal
Geographical Society, Lyn is regularly consulted by tourist boards and governments
on travel-related issues, especially regarding ethical tourism and she sits on several
committees, including the Latin American Travel Association and the Visit Japan
Committee. In 2007 and 2008, Lyn was Highly Commended as Publisher of the Year
while The Times lauded Lyn as one of the “50 Most Influential People in Travel.”

Alastair Humphreys

Alastair Humphreys, 32, cycled off-road across England when he was 14. Later he
cycled from Pakistan to China, Mexico to Panama and Argentina to Peru. Alastair
attended Explore in 2000 and, upon graduating in 2001, was inspired to cycle round
the world. His journey, in support of 'Hope and Homes for Children’, covered 46,000
miles, 60 countries and 5 continents. Alastair has written 3 books about his journey.
He has done some work with Sustrans promoting their schools' cycling campaign. He
ran the 2008 Marathon de Sables and, after a short stint as a teacher, walked across
India. He is now preparing for SOUTH, the first unsupported return journey to the
South Pole. For more information go to www.alastairhumphreys.com

Charlie Jaques (CJ)

At 24 CJ found himself driving All-terrain expedition vehicles in South America for
one of the most reputable commercial expedition companies. Popping out two years
later he found himself in the driving seat going from the UK to Nepal via Iran and the
Pakistani tribal lands. What followed has been 15 years driving expedition vehicles
through some of the harshest and most challenging of environments, quite often
pioneering new driving routes. He has driven the length of Africa, the Americas, the
Middle East, Cental Asia, India, China and Russia to name but a few...Mud, sand,
interesting borders and bridges are all old friends. He has, amongst others, advised
commercial overland companies, classic car rallies, not-so-classic car rallies and the
2012 Olympics.

Tony Jones

Tony started work life as a motorcycle engineer and spent five years as an expedition
leader and truck mechanic for Dragoman which took him to most parts of Africa
including two trans-Africas and on an expedition to China through central Asia then
returning via Mongolia and Russia. He has been expedition leader on motorcycle
trips through west Africa and have just returned from leading the first commercial
round the world motorcycle expedition London to New York.

Nakul Krishna

Nakul Krishna read Philosophy, Politics and Economics at Exeter College, Oxford,
and is Secretary of the Oxford University Exploration Society. He spent the last
summer as the treasurer, fundraiser and occasional interpreter in a student
expedition to Arunachal Pradesh in Northeast India. The team was there to record
the religious and folk music of the culturally Tibetan Monpa tribe native to the region.

Josh Levene
Josh Levene has worked in international development and humanitarian relief for
fourteen years. He has worked extensively throughout Africa, Asia, the Balkans and



Oceania and specialises in participatory approaches to development. He currently
manages the UK office of Praxis — the Institute for Participatory Practices
(www.praxis-uk.org). One of Praxis' current projects is the Voice of the Nile. This is
an innovative development expedition down the Blue and White Niles, using
participatory assessments and Google mapping to give people, who depend upon
the Nile, a voice in policy decisions regarding the rivers future. You can find out more
about the expedition at www.voiceofnile.org

Robert Lilwall

In 2004 Rob Lilwall left his job as a geography teacher in Oxfordshire and instead
decided to do something far more relaxing... he flew to Far Eastern edge of Siberia
and then spent the following three years riding 30,000 miles home on his bicycle —
via Papua New Guinea, Tibet and Afghanistan. Along the way he endured camping
at minus forty, a bout of malaria, and being robbed at gunpoint
(www.cyclinghomefromsiberia.com). Since making it back to London at the end of
2007, Rob has made a TV series about the journey (National Geographic), written a
book (published by Hodder & Stoughton). He is currently trying to decide whether he
is brave enough to go back into teaching.

Dan Linstead

Dan Linstead is the editor of Wanderlust, the UK’s leading magazine for independent
and adventurous travellers. Prior to joining Wanderlust in 2006, he gained ten years
experience as a magazine editor and journalist, focusing on in-flight and consumer
lifestyle titles. Dan plans and commissions each issue of Wanderlust, appears
regularly on TV and radio as a travel industry commentator, and provides advice to
aspiring travel writers. His most recent travels for the magazine have been to
Rajasthan, Romania and Borneo.

Dr Peter Long

Peter is a research officer at the University of Bath, working on the interface between
GIS and conservation genetics. He has led three RGS-IBG supported expeditions,
including the 2009 RGS Ralph Brown expedition to study ecosystem services in
wetlands in Madagascar. Since 2007 he has also co-ordinated biodiversity
monitoring programmes in Honduras, South Africa and Madagascar for Operation
Wallacea. Favourite subjects include: biodiversity databases, monitoring theory, GIS,
remote sensing, classification and change analysis, species distribution models,
ecosystem services and conservation planning at landscape scale. Peter works in
rainforest, dry f