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® Annan and Geldof to discuss future of Africa at
the Royal Geographical Society with IBG

Former UN Secretary General Kofi Annan and campaigner Bob Geldof will be discussing the future
of Africa in the 21% Century at the Royal Geographical Society with IBG on the 23 October 2007.

Geldof and Annan will join the President of the Society Professor Sir Gordon Conway in the first of
the Society’s 21% Century Challenges series, discussion evenings aimed at those wishing to be
intellectually enlightened in world affairs and geographical issues.As the Chief Scientific Advisor to
the Department for International Development, Sir Gordon is an expert on development issues and
will be leading discussion of some of the most pressing issues to face Africa today, including

intervention in Zimbabwe, the HIV/AIDS crisis and the effects of climate change.

Kofi Annan, as the seventh Secretary-General of the United Nations from 1997 to 2007, and co-
recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 2001, has had a long and distinguished career as one of the
world’s most prominent diplomats. Now chairman of the prize committee for the Mo Ibrahim Prize
for Achievement in African Leadership, and recently chosen as a member of the Global Elders
initative, Annan will undoubtely play a prominent role in African and global politics for years to

come.

Likewise, ‘Sir Bob’ and his campaigning on Africa needs no introduction: his monumental
achievement in bringing together some of the world’s best known and best loved artists for Band

Aid and, more recently, Live 8, have made him a household name.

This event has sold out but members of the press are welcome to attend and will be seated in the

Society’s press box.

For more information and to request please contact Henry Rummins on h.rummins@rgs.org, tel:
+44 (0)20 7591 3019.
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Notes to editors

1. For media enquiries contact Henry Rummins at the RGS-IBG press office on 020 7591 3019 or email

press@rgs.org

2. Both guests are happy for their comments on the evening and to be transcribed for press use. There will be an
opportunity for questions and answers from the audience (including the press).

3. There will be no filming or vocal recording of the discussion permitted.

4. Kofi Annan and Bob Geldof will not be available for interviews either in advance or immediately after the evening's
discussion.

5. Images from the Society’s official photographer will be available after the event for press purposes. No other
photography will be permitted.

6. There are a limited number of press seats and these will be allocated at the discretion of the Press Office.

7. The Royal Geographical Society with The Institute of British Geographers is the learned society and professional
body representing geography and geographers. It was founded in 1830 and has been one of the most active of the
learned societies ever since. It was pivotal in establishing geography as a teaching and research discipline in British
universities, and has played a key role in geographical and environmental education ever since. Today the Society is
a leading world centre for geographical learning - supporting education, teaching, research and scientific
expeditions, as well as promoting public understanding and enjoyment of geography www.rgs.org



