
 

  

 

 

We have drawn upon a selection of resources 
which aim to explain how and why earthquakes 
occur, why some result in a Tsunami, and also 
examine what warning systems are in place.  

 The Sendai earthquake - an update (PDF) - 
this briefing, written by Professor David 
Petley, Durham University, for the Society, 
provides details of how and why the recent 
earthquake in Japan took place  

 Japan's Tsunami: How It Happened – This 
programme, which aired on Channel 4 in 
March 2011, investigates the science 
behind the Japanese earthquake and 
tsunami  

 Liquefaction from the Sendai earthquake – 
a remarkable video – A blog and video link 
by the American Geophysical Union, which 
explains the process of Liquefaction, what 
was happening beneath the surface  

 Interview: The Japanese earthquake and 
tsunami - Dr Bruce Malamud answers 
questions on our Geography in The News 
website  

 Articles from the Tohoku Geographical 
Association, Japan with a collection of web 
articles to understand geographical 
description of affected areas, including 
topics of housing, transport, and population 
details. 

For a greater selection of information on 
earthquakes take a look at our earthquakes tag in 
delicious. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Estimated shaking intensity for the Sendai 
Earthquake. Source: RMS 2011 

 

Geography Today 

 Earthquakes and plate tectonics 

http://www.rgs.org/NR/rdonlyres/AC4622AD-CEF4-4B53-8522-B1B1F1186D78/0/TheSendaiEarthquakeanupdate.pdf
http://www.channel4.com/programmes/japans-tsunami-how-it-happened
http://blogs.agu.org/landslideblog/2011/03/17/liquefaction-from-the-sendai-earthquake/
http://blogs.agu.org/landslideblog/2011/03/17/liquefaction-from-the-sendai-earthquake/
http://www.geographyinthenews.rgs.org/interviews/article/default.aspx?id=1428
http://www.geographyinthenews.rgs.org/interviews/article/default.aspx?id=1428
http://wwwsoc.nii.ac.jp/tga/disaster/disaster-e.html
http://wwwsoc.nii.ac.jp/tga/disaster/disaster-e.html
http://www.delicious.com/rgs_ibg/in_the_media+earthquakes
http://www.rms.com/ClientResources/Catupdates/CatUpdatePublic.asp?event_id=3266

