
 

Established Researchers  
 
Thesiger-Oman International Research 
Fellowships 
Two awards of up to £8,000 for research in the 
physical & human environment in arid and semi-
arid lands. Supported by His Majesty Qaboos bin 
Said Al Said, Sultan of Oman, in memory of Sir 
Wilfred Thesiger. Applicants must be established 
researchers affiliated with a university anywhere 
in the world. Deadline: 27 November 2009 
 
Peter Fleming Award 
A single grant of up to £9,000 for senior 
researchers for the advancement of geographical 
science. The award is provided in memory of the 
late Peter Fleming. Applicants should be British 
and can be either an individual or part of a 
collaborative project. Deadline: 27 November 
2009 
 
Ralph Brown Expedition Award  
A single grant of up to £15,000 for the study of 
shallow aquatic/marine environments at a senior 
academic level.  The award is given annually in 
memory of the late Ralph Brown. The award is 
open to Society Fellows from anywhere in the 
world. Deadline: 27 November 2009 
 
Gilchrist Fieldwork Award (biennial)  
A single grant of up to £15,000 given biennially to 
a team of senior scholarly researchers. It is open 
to teams of up to ten members, the majority of 
whom should be British, conducting original and 
challenging research which will be of benefit to the 
host nation. The award is administered by the 
RGS-IBG on behalf of the Gilchrist Education 
Trust. Deadline: 26 February 2010 
 
Early Career Researchers 
 
EPSRC Geographical Research Grants  
Grants of up to £3,000 are available annually for 
original desk and/or field-based research by the 
Engineering & Physical Sciences Research 
Council (EPSRC). The research proposal must 
focus on one of the following topics; 21st century 
infrastructure; waste, pollution and urban land 
use; urban transport and design; an inclusive 
environment; climate change; flooding.  
Deadline: 22 January 2010 
 
 

RGS-IBG Small Research Grants  
Grants of up to £3,000 are available annually for 
original desk and/or field-based research. These 
awards are aimed at scholarly researchers in the 
early stages of their career and are only available 
to Royal Geographical Society (with IBG) Fellows. 
Awards are intended to assist early career 
researchers at British higher education 
institutions. Deadline: 22 January 2010 
 
Jasmin Leila Award 
An Award of up to £250 given as a supplement to 
one of the projects supported under the Society’s 
Small Research Grant scheme or as an 
independent award. The Jasmin Leila Award is 
given in celebration of Jasmin Leila Sidaway. 
Projects should focus on either: medical/health 
geography, performance geographies and 
transnational communities. Deadline: 22 January 
2010 
 
20th International Geographical Congress 
Award An Award of up to £3,000 is available to 
individual researchers pursuing geographical 
research working in a UK higher education 
institution. The fund was established following the 
20th International Geographical Congress held in 
London in 1964. Deadline: 22 January 2010 
 
30th International Geographical Congress 
Award Five grants of up to £750 to assist with the 
cost of attending an international conference. The 
conference must be organised by a geographical 
(or geographically related) organisation, 
association or union. Priority will be given for 
conferences outside Europe and North America, 
and to early career researchers.  
Deadline: 15 February 2010 
 
Students 
 
RGS-IBG Postgraduate Research Grants 
Awards of up to £2000 for PhD students 
undertaking fieldwork/ data collection. Two awards 
will be offered in each of the following areas: 
physical environment; conservation/ sustainability; 
and society/ economy. Preference will be given to 
research that both furthers geographical 
knowledge and also demonstrates applied 
benefits. Deadline: 27 November 2009 
 
 
 

RGS-IBG Grants 

 Grants for geographical research, 
exploration, fieldwork and teaching  



 

Dudley Stamp Memorial Award 
Several small grants of up to £500 for PhD students 
or early career researchers to assist them in 
research or study travel leading to the advancement 
of geography and to international cooperation in the 
study of geography. Deadline: 28 February 2010 
 
Geographical Club Award 
A single award of up to £1000 to support a 
postgraduate student (Masters or PhD) 
undertaking geographical fieldwork/ data 
collection in the UK or overseas to advance 
geographical knowledge or understanding. 
Deadline: 27 November 2009 
 
Hong Kong Research Grant 
An annual award of up to £2,500 for research by 
postgraduate students in the Greater China 
region. The award is supported by the Hong Kong 
branch of the Royal Geographical Society (with 
IBG). Deadline: 27 November 2009 
 
Henrietta Hutton Research Grants  
Two annual grants of up to £500 each for female 
undergraduate or postgraduate Geography 
students who are under 25. The award is 
supported by the Henrietta Hutton Memorial Fund. 
The grants are for students who are undertaking 
overseas fieldwork. Deadline: 22 January 2010 
 
Monica Cole Research Grant 
An annual grant of up to £1,000 to a female 
physical geographer undertaking original fieldwork 
overseas.  This grant is given in memory of 
Professor Monica Cole. Undergraduate and 
postgraduate students are eligible.   
Deadline: 22 January 2010 
 
Slawson Awards  
Two to three annual awards of up to £3,000 are 
available for PhD students conducting overseas 
research on development issues. These awards 
are supported by Fellows Paul and Mary Slawson. 
Deadline: 5 February 2010 
 
British Airways Travel Bursaries 
Two return flights for individual researchers under 
35, for work in conservation-related field research. 
Destinations must be on British Airways flight 
routes, but some conditions apply.  
Deadline: TBC 
 
Educators 
 
Innovative Geography Teaching Grants  
Five awards of up to £800 each are given 
annually to teachers who wish to develop 

innovative ideas for the teaching of geography in 
secondary education. Deadline: 16 October 2009 
 
The Ray Y Gildea Jr Award  
A single annual grant of up to £2,750 for 
innovation in geography teaching at secondary 
school and higher education level. This award is 
supported by Ray Y. Gildea Jr. Available for 
citizens of both the UK and the US. Deadline: 
2010 
 
Independent Travellers/ Expedition Teams 
 
Geographical Fieldwork Grants  
Small grants of £500-£3000 for field research and 
exploration teams. Several awards are available 
by the generous support of individual donors, 
trusts and companies.  Awards are primarily for 
undergraduates conducting fieldwork in 
geographical science. Deadline: 19 June 2009 / 
22 January 2010 
 
Journey of a Lifetime Award  
A travel bursary of up to £4,000 is available for an 
original and challenging journey to result in a 
documentary for BBC Radio 4. The aim of the 
award is to promote global understanding. The 
journey planned must be interesting and original 
enough to form the content of a BBC radio 
documentary. Deadline: 25 September 2009 
 
Neville Shulman Challenge Award 
A single grant of up to £10,000 for exploration and 
further understanding of the planet. This is an 
annual award provided by Life Fellow, Neville 
Shulman and his associates. The aim of the 
award is to promote a better understanding of the 
world, peoples and cultures. Deadline: 25 
September 2009 
 
Land Rover ‘Go Beyond’ Bursary 
Run by RGS-IBG on behalf of Land Rover, 
provides up to £10,000 funding and the use of a 
110 Defender vehicle to help the successful 
participants 'go beyond' when exploring their 
understanding of a particular geographical 
concept. The loan vehicle must be essential to the 
journey. Deadline: 25 September 2009 
 
Please direct any inquiries to:  
Grants Officer 
Royal Geographical Society (with IBG) 
1 Kensington Gore, London SW7 2AR 
T:  020 7591 3073    
E:  grants@rgs.org    
W: www.rgs.org/grants  
 
Unless otherwise stated, grants are run annually. Always 
check the website for the most up-to-date information
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