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Grants for Research and Scientific Expeditions and 
Independent Travel  

Established Researchers 
Award: Gilchrist Fieldwork Award 
Principal Investigator: Dr Alun Hubbard, University of Wales Aberystwyth  
Project Title: Monitoring and Modelling Basal Dynamics and Flow-Acceleration Across the Greenland Ice Sheet  
Abstract: This project aims to critically assess, quantify and implement the ‘dynamical processes related to ice 
flow not included in current models... (which) could increase the vulnerability of the ice sheets to warming, 
increasing future sea level rise.’ (IPCC, Working Group 1 - Summary for Policymakers, 2007). The marine-calving 
outlet glaciers of the Greenland Ice-Sheet (GIS) have recently been accelerating, thinning and retreating at an 
alarming rate due to changes in ocean circulation and atmospheric temperature but also due to purported dynamic 
processes whereby surface originating meltwaters penetrate and lubricate the bed, accelerating flow. Despite 
much speculation, the true impact of this feedback remains undetermined and from observations and theoretical 
analysis it is thought to be limited to a ~50km marginal zone of the ice sheet. Our specific objectives at Russell 
Glacier will be to collect critical glaciological, geophysical, geodetic and meteorological observations up and across 
~200km of transects including the centreline that will fully characterise the processes and feedbacks linking 
surface climate forcing and basal dynamical response. These data, when analysed in conjunction with macro-
scale remotely-sensed data will provide a robust framework for modelling and predicting the non-linear dynamic 
response of the GIS to future warming scenarios.  
 
 
Award: Peter Fleming Award 
Principal Investigator: Dr Andrew Thomas, Manchester Metropolitan University  
Co-Investigators: Dr Stephen Hoon (Manchester Metropolitan University), Dr Andrew Dougill (University of 
Leeds)  
Project Title: CO2 and N2O emissions from soils along a Kalahari rainfall gradient  
Abstract: Climate change in the Kalahari will alter rainfall patterns and increase temperatures. Enhanced 
evapotranspiration will prolong soil aridity and affect biochemical processes controlling N and C cycles. 
Cyanobacteria soil crusts drive many of these processes, yet understanding of their sensitivity to rainfall and 
disturbance is limited. This research quantifies CO2 and N2O emissions from crusted soils at sites of contrasting 
aridity. It also determines flux sensitivity to disturbance and moisture. The data will help improve understanding of 
the soil-atmosphere-land use feedbacks required to predict regional environmental and climatic changes. Sites are 
located along an aridity gradient which extends the transect used in previous IGBP studies into the more arid 
portions of SW Botswana. At each site the team will determine how fluxes are affected by rainfall events of varying 
magnitude and disturbances associated with grazing. This will provide an analogue for the potential effects of 
climate change on soil biochemical processes. The data will be used to generate a model that will predict gaseous 

 



 

fluxes of CO2 and N2O from communal grazing areas on Kalahari Sands. The research will advance our 
understanding of the relationship between soil gaseous emissions, climate and grazing. This is important from a 
geographical perspective because ecological changes and ultimately the livelihood vulnerability of Kalahari 
pastoralists will be determined by these interactions in a future warmer, drier world.  
 
 
Award: Ralph Brown Expedition Award 
Principal Investigator: Dr Ruth Robinson, St Andrews University  
Co-Investigators: Professor Michael Bird (St Andrews University), Dr Nay Win Oo (University of Pyay), Dr Sandur 
Khin (University of Pyay), Daw Swe Lhaing (Yangon University of Distance Education), U Aung Swe (Yangon 
University), U Tin Tun (University of Mawlamyine), Dr Richard Bates (University of Edinburgh), Dr Michael Singer 
(St Andrews University), Dr Susan Waldron (University of Glasgow), Associate Professor Higgitt (National 
University of Singapore), Associate Professor Xi Xi (National University of Singapore)  
Project Title: Sources and Quantities of Sediment and Carbon in the Irrawaddy River System  
Abstract:  
The Irrawaddy River is a tropical river that runs entirely through Myanmar along its almost 2000km length, from the 
peaks of the eastern Himalayas to its delta that debouches into the Indian Ocean. This ongoing research includes 
measuring the seasonal fluxes of water, sediment and carbon at Pyay and Seiktha in order to establish modern 
annual material fluxes for the river. This project aims to document the quantity and characteristics of the sediment 
and water transported along the length of the Irrawaddy in order to link the flux of sediment and carbon to its 
source areas in the catchment.  
 
 
Award:  Thesiger-Oman International Research Fellowships  (Physical Geography)  
Principal Investigator: Dr Philip Hughes  
Project Title: Pleistocene Climates of the Northwest Sahara Desert: Evidence from the Glacial Record in the Atlas 
Mountains, Morocco  
Abstract: The Atlas Mountains of Morocco display evidence of extensive Pleistocene glaciation. Glaciation in 
these mountains has major implications for understanding moisture transfer between the North Atlantic Ocean and 
the Sahara Desert during Pleistocene cold stages. The glacial record of the High Atlas and Anti Atlas effectively 
reflects moisture supply to the north-western Sahara Desert and can provide an indication of shifts between arid 
and pluvial conditions. Extensive glacial geomorphological mapping and sample collection around the highest 
peaks of the High Atlas and Anti Atlas will provide new and novel data toward understanding the history and 
evolution of the largest desert region on Earth. The principal aim of this project is to establish the timing, 
palaeoclimatic significance and wider environmental impact of glacial conditions in the Atlas Mountains, Morocco. 
The main research questions of this project are: 1. What was the distribution, extent and timing of glaciation in the 
Atlas during different Pleistocene cold stages?; 2. What does the glacial record reveal in terms of precipitation 
gradients along a transect from the Atlantic slopes of the High Atlas to the Saharan slopes of the Anti Atlas?; 3. 
What does the glacial record from the High Atlas tell us about the transfer of moisture between the North Atlantic 
Ocean and the Sahara Desert during different Pleistocene cold stages?  
 
 
Award: Thesiger-Oman International Research Fellowships (Human Geography)  
Principal Investigator: Professor Andrew Smith  
Co-Investigators: Khaldoon Al-Qudah (Yarmouk University), Jennifer Ramsay (Simon Fraser University), 
Caroline Durand (University of Lyon), Adolfo Muniz (University of California, San Diego)  
Project Title: Agricultural Practices in the Desert Environs of Wadi Araba, Jordon: Exploring New, Sustainable 
Approaches to Modern Economic Development  
Abstract: One response to a royal initiative to promote economic development in Wadi Araba, Jordan, has been 
to tap the region’s depleting aquifer to expand agricultural farms in the arid zone. The ancient inhabitants of the 
region faced similar circumstances, but their responses varied. By utilizing different water harvesting technologies 
and mastering dry-farming techniques, the ancients supported a vast agricultural regime in the Araba. This project 
seeks to examine the remnants of their activities to determine whether ancient methods can inform present-day 
practices. The aims of this project are to analyze the economic and cultural landscape of the central Wadi Araba 
by documenting all evidence of ancient agricultural activity in relation to human settlement activity in the region 

 



 

(especially in the Roman and Byzantine periods) and to assist others in determining whether modern applications 
of ancient techniques are viable. The project is a major component of the Bir Madhkur Project, an archaeological 
study of the central Araba and the role of the ancient site of Bir Madhkur as a regional, administrative hub. The 
objectives of the proposed project are: 1) based on analyses of aerial photographs to document the terraces, field 
walls, and other agricultural features in the region and to incorporate this data into the project’s GIS; 2) to begin 
small-scale excavations of some of these features, in addition to rural farm-houses, to understand construction 
techniques and to identify production aims; and 3) to begin an ethnographic survey of Bedouin in the region to 
understand present socio-economic conditions and their on-going relationship with the desert landscape.  
 

Early Career Researchers: Post PhD 
Award: RGS-IBG Small Research Grants  
Principal Investigator: Dr Samuel Randalls, University College London  
Project Title: Saws, Sonar and Submersibles: Exploring the Underwater Logging Industry  
Abstract:The practice of underwater logging is not new, but recent technological developments in the industry 
have opened up much deeper submarine exploration and commercial exploitation of submerged timber resources. 
Since these trees are claimed to be ‘matter out of place’ (Douglas, 2002), part of forests and woodlands flooded 
during dam construction, hence not part of ‘usual’ lake ecology, coupled with the reduced need to cut ‘living trees’, 
the underwater logs can attract premium, environmentally friendly prices. Underwater logging is an exemplar of 
new science and technology developments, in this case involving enhanced underwater visualization and 
submersible saws, spurring new commercial natures and resource geographies. The research will explore the 
historical development and contemporary status of the industry, examining the scientific, economic and 
environmental networks embraced within and changed by the industry. The empirical research will trace these 
through historical research and interviews with industry representatives, predominantly those based within British 
Columbia, Canada. The work will further extend understandings of the relationship between technologies, 
commerce and nature in emerging industries that have had little publicity or academic examination.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Katie Szkornik, Keele University  
Project Title: Holocene Sea-Level Change in the Dyfi Estuary, West Wales, UK  
Abstract: This project aims to establish the first proxy record of relative sea-level change in the Dyfi estuary, west 
Wales, UK for the middle to late Holocene time period (i.e. the last 5 – 8,000 years). Sediment cores from the salt 
marshes surrounding the Dyfi estuary will be subjected to radiocarbon and lead-210 dating and litho- and 
biostratigraphical analyses (diatoms, foraminifera, pollen) to reconstruct environmental changes through time and 
establish a middle to late Holocene relative sea-level history for the estuary. The resulting relative sea-level data 
will be used to provide constraints on glacio-isostatic adjustment models. These models currently predict a middle 
Holocene sea-level highstand in the area around 4,000 years before present which, thus far, has not been 
supported by field data.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Sallie Burrough, University of Oxford  
Project Title: Palaeolithic Mega-Lakes and Early Human Occupation of the Kalahari, Southern Africa  
Abstract: A distinct series of beach ridges marking the former shorelines of large inter-connected lacustrine 
basins in the Kalahari can be clearly identified from Landsat imagery and SRTM data. These basins, which form 
the terminal sump of the Okavango system in northern Botswana, are now almost completely dry. During the late 
Quaternary they were intermittently occupied by large stable lake bodies and are thought to have periodically filled 
to a point of coalescence inundating an area that, at its largest extent, encompassed 66,000km2. A systematic 
Optically Stimulated Luminescence Dating programme has established a chronology of mega-lake high stands 
during the last 300ka providing a rare, directly dated, long terrestrial record of positive hydrological excursions 
within the southern hemisphere. In the west of the basin, the floor of palaeo-mega-lake Makgadikgadi is 
characterised by ‘drowned’ barchan landforms of unknown age presumably emplaced during lake drying phases. 
Associated with both the shorelines and the topographic high points an astonishingly rich Palaeolithic artefact 
record is emerging out of the deflating lake floor sediments including some of the largest handaxes ever found. 
This investigation proposes to try to understand the spatial and temporal relationship between the Palaeolithic and 

 



 

environmental record using both existing data from shoreline sediments and new data generated from the basin 
floor and its landforms.  
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Clare Herrick, King’s College London  
Project Title: Consumed by Risk: Building the Qualitative and Comparative Links between Obesity and Alcohol 
Research in Health Geography  
Abstract: This project aims to carve out a new conceptual and empirical research agenda within health geography 
from two previously distinct domains of interest - obesity and alcohol - in order to develop a future major grant 
proposal. It thus has four related objectives: 1.) To ascertain current knowledge bases and gaps concerning the 
relationship between alcohol consumption trends, demographic, environmental and socio-economic factors and 
the risk of obesity. 2.) To situate these research findings within their diffuse UK policy contexts, governmental and 
non-governmental agendas. 3.) To pinpoint key stakeholders from a range of domains in London working across 
the alcohol risk reduction and obesity agendas for preliminary interview. 4.) From these initial interviews, to identify 
specific case study sites within London as a basis for exploring the various discursive and pragmatic pathways 
through and around which the obesity and alcohol public health agendas coalesce, how these frame, categorise 
and conceptualise 'risk' as behaviour, biology and environment and the implications of this for health governance 
more broadly and conceptual approaches to health geography more specifically. Recipient of the first Jasmin Leila 
Award. 
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Sean Carter, Exeter University  
Project Title: Photojournalism and the Early Cold War: Popular Geopolitics and the Picture Post, 1945-1953  
Abstract: This project seeks to extend research within the field of popular geopolitics in two key ways; first, 
through its focus on photojournalism, and in particular, the development of photojournalism within weekly news 
magazine (Time and Life, for example); second, through looking at a period of time which has been largely 
overlooked within popular geopolitics, the early Cold War. It does this through an analysis of the most popular 
British news magazine of the period, Picture Post. Picture Post, first published in 1938, reached a circulation peak 
of more than 1.4 million sales per week in 1949, and was a key chronicler of social and political life throughout the 
early years of the Cold War. This case study will be used to answer a series of broader questions concerning 
photojournalism, the Cold War, and popular geopolitics, as well as helping to shape future grant applications for 
further research in these areas.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Gavin Brown, University of Leicester  
Project Title: The Place of Aspiration: Emotional Geographies of Young People's Ambitions for Adult Life  
Abstract: The educational and career aspirations of young working class people have become a matter for 
government intervention in recent years. In a post-industrial period where traditional working class employment 
and training paths are no longer an option, a growing number of policy interventions have been developed to 
ensure that all young people can achieve ‘economic well-being’. Very often these initiatives, which encourage 
widening participation in further and higher education, are framed in terms of raising the ‘aspirations’ of those 
young people at risk of not engaging with education, employment or training. This research will employ a 
combination of research methods, including discourse analysis of relevant policy documents; interviews with 
teachers, widening participation practitioners, and policy-makers; and focus groups with a variety of young people 
from ‘widening participation’ backgrounds in London and Leicester. Utilizing data gathered through these methods, 
this research will analyse how aspiration and ambition are expressed as spatial practices located in place (and 
often expressed through leaving behind certain places). The research also seeks to explore the emotional impact 
of interventions aimed at ‘raising aspirations’; as well as the positive and negative emotions implicated in young 
people’s attempts to articulate and enact their ambitions for adult life.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Leah Gibbs, Glasgow University  
Project Title: Environmental Knowledge Production and Water Governance in the Global South  
Abstract: Contemporary environmental change presents a suite of new challenges for environmental governance 
(the set of principles and institutions that guide relationships between humans and nature). Water and water-based 
livelihoods are particularly vulnerable. Increasingly, water is managed across jurisdictions, bringing into play a 

 



 

range of potentially competing interests. Yet environmental governance is dominated by narrow management 
thinking that prioritises efficiency over diversity, failing to recognise diverse environmental knowledge, leading to 
marginalisation of peoples and communities. This project will investigate the extent to which diverse environmental 
knowledge, including ‘indigenous’ and other ‘local’ knowledge, is acknowledged and accommodated in water 
governance in Tanzania, and the methods employed to elicit knowledge. The research will contribute to current 
debates on the politics and practice of environmental knowledge production in the global south, and the production 
of knowledge about nature within academic discourse. This project will investigate these vital natural resource 
issues, and establish a base for further research in Tanzania as part of a larger project about environmental 
knowledge production in the global south and global north.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Charlotte Lemanski, University College London  
Project Title: The Voices of the Poor in Urban Governance: Overlapping Spaces of Community-Level Political 
Participation in South Africa  
Abstract: The project will analyse the ability of poor residents to have their voice heard in urban governance, 
through formal institutional (representative and participatory democracy) and informal community (e.g. mass 
protest, community forums) channels, in the city of Cape Town, South Africa. Through an analysis of decision-
making processes, political opportunities, and actual practices of participation in urban governance, poor urban 
residents' relationship to their elected representative, administrations and political parties will be questioned, with a 
focus on formal and informal mechanisms for accountability. In particular, research will analyse the competing and 
overlapping claims on community participation between forma ward committees', established by the city of Cape 
Town in all residential areas over the past five years, and more informal 'civic' committees that have a long history 
in South Africa's low-income communities. The relationships and communication channels of these two 
participatory associations are the primary focus of research: for example, relationships between ward committees 
and civic associations, as well as each body's downward communication with local residents and upwards 
relationships with local  
political elected representatives. In each aspect, the extent of competition or cooperation between ward 
committees and civic associations in terms of community participation and representation will be analysed.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Richard Hornsey, University of the West of England  
Project Title: The Bureaucratisation of Everyday Movement in 1930s London  
Abstract: This short research project seeks to trace how everyday urban movement became an object of 
bureaucratic management in 1930s London, and to explore how this altered the cultural perception of the mobile 
individual in relation to the wider metropolitan system. Using a range of archives, it will trace the rhetorics that 
surrounded new attempts to choreograph the metropolis, as well as charting the various public responses as 
people found their daily movements increasingly subjected to alien forms of control. In particular, this project will 
examine two forms of spatial management that emerged at this time: the co-ordination of commuting through the 
consolidation of the London Passenger Transport Board (formed in 1933); and the introduction of new traffic and 
pedestrian management devices (such as automated traffic lights, one-way streets and Belisha beacons) under 
Herbert Alker Tripp, Assistant Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police. These measures must be understood in 
relation to London’s wider transition to monopoly capitalism, which required that individual movement also became 
the object of bureaucratic administration. In many ways, the legacy of this shift still governs our experience of the 
metropolis today.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Andrea Nightingale, University of Edinburgh  
Project Title: Landscapes of Democracy: The Cultural Politics of Governance in Rural Nepal  
Abstract: Nepal’s political system is in rapid transition following the end of the Maoist People’s War and overthrow 
of the King in 2006. There is an urgent need for research on how democratic governance is understood and 
performed. In some respects political and civil institutions are representative and inclusive (particularly those 
related to land and resource use), while in other spheres governance continues to be dominated by key families 
and relationships. It is vital to explore how these contradictory processes are playing out in localities and the extent 
to which they are shaping the new federal state. This research seeks to take advantage of this unprecedented 
historic moment to develop a working collaboration with colleagues in Nepal and to begin preliminary field 

 



 

investigations on these developments. The overall goal is to develop a larger grant proposal to understand the 
effect of democratic processes on political and natural resource governance at the local level. The project will 
collate information on governance from dispersed sources, conduct preliminary fieldwork, and establish a team for 
the larger project.  
 
 
Award: EPSRC Geographical Research Grants 
Principal Investigator: Dr Damia Vericat, Aberystwyth University  
Project Title: Long-term Morphological Changes in Welsh Regulated Rivers under Distinct Impoundment 
Configuration  
Abstract: Dams cut the continuity of sediment and water transfer worldwide. Magnitude and frequency of 
competent events are reduced while important percentages of the sediment load of regulated rivers are trapped in 
reservoirs. These alterations cause morphological changes on downstream reaches and coastline ecosystems 
and may create important effects on river’s habitat. The analyses of such alterations are relevant for water and 
sediment management purposes in regulated rivers and, in the case of the European Union, may inform actions to 
restore geomorphic integrity of fluvial systems under the Water Framework Directive. This project has the main 
objective of studying the long-term morphological alterations in four regulated rivers under different impounded 
configuration in Wales, United Kingdom.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Larissa Naylor, University of Exeter  
Project Title: Has Rock Coast Vulnerability been Underestimated?  
Abstract: Coastal vulnerability indices suggest that hard rock coasts exhibit low vulnerability to climate change, as 
evidenced by comparatively little change through time. Conversely, local observations show that some rock coasts 
are subject to episodic, metre-scale erosion events. The spatial scale at which this erosion occurs is larger (i.e. 
metres compared with millimetres) than can be captured by the measurement techniques typically used by 
geomorphologists (i.e. micro-erosion metres). Thus, there is a need to apply new techniques to measure metre-
scale erosion over shore platforms and cliffs and better understand the processes responsible for initiating these 
erosion events. Terrestrial laser scanners can accurately measure rock masses at the scale required to answer 
the following research question: Is rock coast vulnerability more apparent, when measured at a more appropriate 
scale? Erosion will be measured using a terrestrial laser scanner on two, lithologically different rock coasts, and 
geological data collected to estimate the likely erosion product sized derived from different lithologies. This project 
will significantly improve our understanding of rock coast dynamics, thereby improving our capacity to assess 
coastal vulnerability and the impact of climate change and sea level rise on the rates of rock coast erosion.  
 
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Caitlin DeSilvey, University of Exeter  
Project Title: Managed Retreat: Locating Britain's Crumbling Coastal Heritage  
Abstract: The National Trust, Britain’s largest coastal landowner, has a strong track record of protecting the 
cultural and natural resources under its care. The proposed research project examines the Trust’s recent decision 
to abandon intensive coastal protection measures and adopt a policy of ‘managed retreat’ in the face of erosion 
and flooding. The decision, motivated in part by the anticipated effects of accelerating climate change, has 
profound implications for the practice of conservation and the public perception of heritage resources. Under the 
proposed project, field study at several affected sites will contribute to the development of a critical framework for 
approaching material heritage as a dynamic entity, open to deformation and destruction by physical and ecological 
forces.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr James Bendle, University of Glasgow  
Project Title: A Biomarker Survey of Lakes in Hokkaido (Japan): Application for a Kajak Sediment Sampler  
Abstract: Abundant and valuable proxy information on past climate change can be extracted from lake sediments. 
Recently several novel molecular organic geochemical biomarker proxies have been developed, which can be 
applied to sediment cores obtained from lakes, to obtain new records of past changes in environmental 
parameters. This project plans to conduct a survey of biomarkers in the surface sediments of eight lakes in 

 



 

Hokkaido, Japan. Hokkaido has numerous lakes of varying morphology and size. However, surprisingly few 
paleoclimatic lake records have been published from the region, even though it is expected that Hokkaido’s lake 
sediments should be highly sensitive repositories of climate change.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Janet Dickinson, Bournemouth University  
Project Title: Slow Tourism for a Low Carbon Future  
Abstract: This research explores how established international tourism travel practices and norms of travel 
behaviour that are carbon inefficient might be adapted to alternative ways of conceptualising holidays using slow 
travel (where air travel is rejected in favour of less carbon producing forms of transport) in the lower carbon future. 
Using in-depth interviews to analyse holiday travel discourse and travel identity, the research examines the 
contemporary practice of European tourism travel and compares this to the practice of alternative forms of slow 
travel. Using a discourse analysis approach, the research explores how social norms and unsustainable travel 
practices can be challenged through the development of alternative models of practice and new travel identities. 
The study focuses on UK tourists travelling to European destinations, which are typically accessed from the UK by 
air but can be accessed by slow travel. Through engagement with mainstream and alternative holiday travel 
practices, the research seeks to identify practical measures that will develop more sustainable holiday travel while 
maintaining the benefits of tourism for individuals and destinations. The study will provide a foundation for further 
work on the concept of slow travel and the application of a discourse analysis approach to travel behaviour.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Federico Caprotti, University College London  
Project Title: Environmental Discourse and Cleantech Technology: The Case of Wind Power in Shanghai, China  
Abstract: This project analyses the role of environmental discourse in the development of environmental 
technologies, specifically wind power, in the cleantech sector. Financial investment in these technologies in 
Shanghai will be analysed through case study research focused on interviews with private equity and venture 
capital investment professionals, as well as technology company and industry body executives, to assess the role 
which discourse has played in constructing technology choice. A focus on cleantech, one of today’s most rapidly 
developing sectors of investment and technological development, and research in China, cleantech’s most rapidly 
developing market, enables us to begin the work of unveiling the mechanisms through which ideas about the 
environment play a part in the technological processes which will define the kinds of technologies which will 
populate lived experience in the future.  
 

Early Career Researchers: Postgraduates  
Award: Postgraduate Research Award 
Principal Investigator: Helen Pattison, Lancaster University  
Project Title: Oppressed or Empowered: The Construction of host gaze within tourism regimes  
Research Area: Society/ Economy  
Abstract: The project aims to use post-structuralist conceptualization of human agency as a framework within 
which to examine the dynamics of power at a micro-level, that ‘men and women can at least partly determine their 
own existence’ (Kincheloe and McLaren 2003; 435). This will be questioned within the context of different tourism 
regimes in The Gambia by giving voice to previously excluded host communities through qualitative research 
methods that focus on the perceptions and behaviour of hosts toward tourists, and the mutual construction of the  
 
Principal Investigator: Rachel Shannon, Ulster University  
Project Title: A Study of the Translation of a Developing Science into Public Awareness and Social Organisation: 
Earthquake and Tsunami Threats in Western Sumatra  
Research Area: Society/ Economy  
Abstract: Robust earthquake hazard mitigation strategies rely on the transference of a temporally improving 
scientific understanding, characterised by first-order alertory uncertainty, to public consciousness and social 
organisation. The proposed research will investigate the mechanisms, chronology and efficiency of this process in 
the context of developing ideas of earthquake and tsunami hazard on the Sumatran forearc. A protracted field 
campaign will focus on the Sumatran cities of Bengkulu and Padang which are threatened by a near-future 
Mentawai Islands earthquake.  

 



 

 
Principal Investigator: Martine van de Weg  
Project Title: What controls Photosynthesis and Respiration in Peruvian Tropical Montane Cloud Forests 
(TMCF)?  
Research Area: Conservations/ Sustainability  
Abstract: This project will test the hypothesis that carbon dioxide acquisition by TMCFs does not decline with 
altitude as rapidly as does above-ground growth. This research will examine and challenge our understanding of 
TMCF functioning. The main objectives are: 1) To quantify photosynthetic, respiratory and structural parameters 
for the dominant species along a tropical montane rain forest transect in Peru; 2) To measure and analyse high 
frequency meteorological data above and within the forest canopy and; 3) To adapt a published forest physiology 
model to this ecosystem in order to quantify CO2 exchange under current and predicted climatic conditions. The 
outputs will contribute to scientific and conservation-focussed goals. Research methods include detailed field 
measurement and canopy modelling of the environmental constraints to photosynthesis and respiration in TMCFs. 
The results of this study will provide stand-alone quantification of canopy carbon acquisition and its likely response 
to climatic change, and will be integrated into a larger research programme.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Magali Moreau, University College London  
Project Title: Land Cover Change and Natural Resource Use in Refugee-Housing Areas: From Humanitarian 
Response to Sustainable Development  
Research Area: Conservations/ Sustainability  
Abstract: The sudden arrival and settlement of large numbers of refugees can have significant impacts on the 
local environment. This research aims to investigate the dynamics of land-cover and land-use change as well as 
the management of natural resources throughout the life-cycle of a refugee camp. Earth Observation data and 
qualitative social and environmental studies will be integrated to analyse environmental changes and attitudes in 
refugee camps. Recommendations on tools and procedures for monitoring environmental use and promoting 
sustainability in refugee-affected areas will be generated from the results.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Aidan Parkes, Keele University  
Project Title: A Morphological, Sedimentological and Geophysical Investigation of the Woore Moraine  
Research Area: Physical Environment  
Abstract: Whilst the Woore moraine has been recognised as a nationally-significant glacial feature for more than 
a century, both its surface geomorphology and internal structure are poorly constrained. Consequently, little is 
known about its creation and relationship with the British Ice Sheet. This project will utilise a multidisciplinary 
approach to investigate the origin and glaciological significance of the moraine. The surface topography will be 
mapped using high resolution NextMAP Great Britain digital surface models in combination with conventional field 
mapping. The internal structure of the moraine will be examined through section logging, borehole data and the 
use of geophysical techniques to create a three-dimensional landform-sediment model. This project will provide 
information regarding the dynamics and glaciology of the former British ice sheet during the Pleistocene.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Rose Wilkinson, Manchester University  
Project Title: Quaternary Environmental Dynamics in Montenegro through Multiple Glacial-Interglacial Cycles  
Research Area: Physical Environment  
Abstract: This project aims to investigate Quaternary environmental dynamics in Montenegro. A high-resolution 
palaeoenvironmental record from the Prokletije Mountains, north eastern Montenegro will allow the amplitude of 
oscillations in a variety of proxies to be identified over a maximum 250,000 year period. A long pollen and charcoal 
sequence will provide evidence of possible vegetation refugia in the area, which will reflect the influence of 
moisture availability and topography of the area with the presence of charcoal identifying anthropogenic activity 
which may affect local vegetation. Ostracoda records will provide information on lake conditions, climate in the 
area and a record of d18O from geochemical analysis, which will be aligned with Mediterranean marine cores to 
identify glacial/interglacial cycles. Developing the research will utilise magnetic susceptibility analysis of the 
sediments to identify erosional episodes which may be naturally or anthropogencially induced.  
 

 



 

 
Award: Slawson Awards 
Principal Investigator: Li Kheng Poh (University of Brighton)  
Project Title: NIMBYism and Environmental Accountability in Malaysia: Insights from the Broga and Bukit Merah 
Environmental Campaigns  
Abstract: To date, much research on environmental conflicts in Asia has focused on deforestation and the 
dispossession of indigenous people in rural areas. Far less attention has been paid to conflicts arising from the 
impacts of pollution, especially NIMBY (not-in-my-backyard) environmental campaigns. This study seeks to 
address the research lacuna by examining the contrasting results of the Broga (2004-2006) anti-incinerator and 
the Bukit Merah (1983-1995) anti-toxic waste disposal campaigns in Malaysia, and their implications for theorizing 
environmental accountability. Using a qualitative approach, the study will examine how heterogeneous groupings 
of campaigners with disparate interests have collectively utilized right-to-information and participatory discourses 
to negotiate spaces for accountability. It will uncover the processes through which environmental accountability is 
demanded of the government and business interests.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Gotzone Garay, (Canterbury University) 
Project Title: Kenyah Badeng Ethnoclimatology: Local Knowledge, Scientific Forecasting and Responses to the 
El Nino Phenomenon in Central Borneo  
Abstract: El Niño events have been increasing in frequency and intensity in Borneo since the 1970s. While 
historical records describe past responses, studies of ethnoclimatological knowledge, responses to climatic 
events, and the effects of new science-based forecasting on contemporary farming communities are unknown. 
Using ethnographic and ethnobiological methods, this research will examine the historical and dynamic interaction 
of Kenyah Badeng traditional and scientific knowledge systems, and their effects on social, political and economic 
response strategies. The research will deepen our understanding of local responses to climate variability, as well 
as contribute to the growing literature on the anthropology of climate forecasting.  
 
 
Award: Hong Kong Research Grant 
Principal Investigator: Xuhui Dong (University College London)  
Project Title: Defining Restoration Targets for Eutrophic Taihu Lake using Diatoms  
Abstract: Diatoms (siliceous algae) provide a potentially valuable tool for defining pre-disturbance conditions for 
lake management purposes. This research focuses on eutrophic Taihu Lake, the third largest freshwater lake in 
China, where research to date has shown that poor diatom preservation in parts of the lake may cause difficulties 
in employing diatoms to define reference conditions. Therefore, this study will involve collection of new samples 
from a range of locations across the lake to provide a wider survey of diatom distribution and preservation. The 
potential of diatoms for establishing restoration targets for Taihu Lake will be assessed.  
 
 
Award: Henriette Hutton Research Grant 
Principal Investigator: Kate Hardy, Queen Mary, University of London  
Project Title: Comparative geographies of sex worker organisation: the case of Argentina  
Abstract: This project investigates the practices and experiences of sex workers in two organisations in Argentina, 
AMMAR-CTA (a trade union) and AMMAR-Capital (a women’s collective). Using a feminist collaborative 
comparative analysis, the research examines the political practice, subjective experience and spatial strategies of 
sex worker organising. Sex worker organising is often presumed to be a phenomenon of the Global North. This 
study shifts the focus in order to examine the unfolding phenomenon in a country of the South, where sex work is 
an increasingly important element of the survival of individuals, households and nation-states. It emphasises sex 
workers’ agency in contrast to dominant discourses which deny sex workers’ subjectivity in defining, analysing and  
 
Principal Investigator: Mojka Kralj, University College London  
Project Title: Detecting the nitrogen input caused by inappropriate sanitary practices in relation to eutrophication 
in Slovenian alpine lakes using diatoms and C/N ratio  
Abstract: European mountain lakes are some of the last undisturbed habitats in Europe. Because of the thin soils, 
extreme Alpine climate and their remoteness the lakes are highly sensitive to increase in nutrients and 

 



 

temperature and are widely used to monitor environmental change (Rose et al; 2004). Lake Planina is one of the 
14 mountain lakes found in Triglav National Park. Most of the lakes are oligotrophic whereas Lake Planina is 
severely affected by direct human activities and suffers from eutrophication. The two main contributors to the 
eutrophic state of the lake are the introduction of fish and inappropriate sanitary practises. This project aims to 
investigate the latter because there is a need to quantify the impact of effluent on the lake water quality. This 
project will use a multi-indicator paleolimnological approach using the N15 as a tracer of human effluent where 
C/N ratios are used to enhance the precision of analyses and diatom counts to asses biological change over the 
last 100 years.  
 
 
Award: Monica Cole Research Grant 
Principal Investigator: Kate Armstrong, University of Edinburgh  
Project Title: Testing Wallace's Line as a Biogeographical Barrier for the Pantropical Tree Manilkara 
(Sapotaceae)  
Abstract: Manilkara is a genus in the Sapotaceae consisting of c. 81 species distributed throughout the tropics (30 
South and Central American, 37 African and 14 SE Asian and Polynesian). Its distribution in Asia stretches from 
India to Samoa. Indonesia lies at the centre of this distribution at the crossroads between an Asiatic flora to the 
west and an Australasian flora to the east. This overlap and mixing of floras combined with the geological history 
of the region means that the Indonesian archipelago is an interesting study area. The Indonesian species of 
Manilkara are central to understanding the group’s speciation and biogeographical history in the region. The 
primary objectives of this fieldwork were 1.) To investigate the effect of Wallace’s Line as a biogeographical barrier 
for the tree genus Manilkara and its implications for biodiversity and geography in SE Asia and; 2.) to examine 
diversification patterns of Manilkara in SE Asia in relation to the historical biogeography of the group in Africa and 
South/Central America. Eighty two specimens were made as part of this research. Field-based observations and 
collections of Manilkara fasciculata have been very informative. Although only few populations of Manilkara were 
found, the information gained from the specimens collected has been insightful and will contribute valuable data 
towards a taxonomic revision, phylogenetic reconstruction and analysis as well as conservation assessments of 
Manilkara species in Southeast Asia. The additional Sapotaceae specimens collected will also be of great value 
for continuing collaborative research on the family between RBGE and Indonesian researchers at the Herbarium 
Bogoriense and there has already been discussion of beginning molecular analysis on them.  
 

Expeditions, Fieldwork and Independent Travel 
Award: Neville Shulman Challenge Award 
Principal Investigator: Tom Parfitt  (2007/08) 
Project Title: From the Black Sea to the Caspian: On Foot through the Caucasus  
Abstract: This project involves a journey of approximately 600 miles from the Black Sea to the Caspian. This 
journey will be undertaken on foot from sea to sea across the southern flanks of the Greater Caucasus, through 
Abkhazia, Georgia and Azerbaijan. The Caucasus is one of the most linguistically and culturally diverse regions on 
the planet. However, it also one of the most maligned and misunderstood. This project aims to pare apart myth 
and reality and bring to foreign readers the real voices and stories of the patchwork of peoples living in the high 
mountains on the southern slopes of the Greater Caucasus: Abkhaz, Mingrelians, Svans, Khevsurs, Pshavs, Tush, 
Kists and Tats. The project aims to discover if there is a common highland culture that binds these diverse groups, 
and ties them in a wider sense to other mountain peoples in Europe. Themes to be explored include national 
myths, custom, religion, interpretations of history, inter-ethnic conflict and nationalism.  
 
 
Award: Journey of a Lifetime Award 
Principal Investigator: Emily Ainsworth  
Project Title: The Romance of Reality: An Exploration of Mexico from the Inside Out, Traveling with a Family 
Circus  
Abstract: Within the circus ring there exists a world remote from everyday life. The audience, precariously 
balanced on the periphery, observes scenes of burleque, of masquerade, of baroque metamorphoses. The 
performers become living images, abstracted from the reality of their daily existence. The magic of the circus is 
created through a unique act of imaginative corroboration between the audience and the performers. This project 

 



 

will create an audio documentary of this world, exploring the relationship between the theatrical atmosphere of the 
ring, and the individual narratives of those behind the acts, enabling the exploration not only of the circus, but also 
of Mexico itself. Circuses across the world are being subjected to rapid insitutionalisation, threatening the way of 
life associated with the smaller family shows, composed of acts which have been passed down between 
generations as heirlooms. This project aims to create an aural record of such a world which will be invaluable.  
 
 
Award: Land Rover ‘Go beyond’ Bursary  
Principal Investigator: Team Latitude 
Project Title: 50° North 
Abstract: The journey starts close to Britain’s most southerly point in Cornwall, then continues across Europe via 
Frankfurt, Prague, Krakow, Kiev and Volgograd. Then across Kazakhstan from the Caspian Depression to the 
Altai mountains before crossing Mongolia and eastern Siberia. Shipping the vehicle from Japan to Vancouver, they 
cross Canada to Newfoundland. Passing through a range of climate zones, Team Latitude will meet and interview 
workers and their families. On their return, they will compile a report bringing to life a chain of people around the 
world on this shared latitude. 
 
 
Award: Geographical Fieldwork Grants 
Project: The Phoneician ship expedition (PLANNED) 
Abstract: The aim of this project is to recreate a historical voyage undertaken circa 600BC, following the design 
and reconstruction of a large Phoenician/ Mediterranean vessel informed by details from 2 ancient shipwrecks 
(Jules Verne 7 and M'agan Michael). Once constructed the expedition will test the performance of the ship using 
experimental archaeology and will conclude by sailing the ship to the UK and exhibiting the vessel in one of the 
countries leading museums.   
 
 
Project: Hydrogeomorphological response of alpine rivers to meltwater flood pulses (PLANNED) 
Abstract: The overall aim of this project is to quantify alpine floodplain geomorphological and hydrological 
processes throughout an annual ‘flood-pulse’ expansion (summer) and contraction (winter) cycle in the Austrian 
Alps. This will be achieved through spatial and temporal measurements of floodplain topography, 
hydrology/hydraulics and water temperature dynamics.  
 
 
Project: Polar Adventure 2009 
Abstract: Anthony Jinman made a ki traverse of the Baffin Island between Qik and Pang, a journey of around 
200kms in one of the coldest winters of recent years. This project contributed to the International Polar Year by 
working with UK and Baffin Island schools and Inuit communities at Qik and Pang to raise awareness of issues 
around climate change. The expedition also raises money for the charity, British Schools Exploration Society 
(BSES) and its 75th anniversary. 
 
 
Project: Mountain Climate and Glaciers on Kilimanjaro, Tanzania.    
Abstract: The overall aim of this project is to measure and analyse factors influencing glacial retreat on the 
summit of Kilimanjaro. Specific objectives are to examine upslope moisture transport, cloud development and the 
mountain thermal circulation through microclimate measurements and to survey retreat on the Northern Icefield to 
compare with previous surveys by a team member in 2004 and 2006. 
 
 
Project: Jalagua 2008 
Abstract: Jalagua is a caving and cave diving expedition. The project aims to continue exploration  
of Sistema Julagua, a 1,060m deep cave system in the Picos de Europa (Picos de Cornion) in Spain.  It  has three 
exploration objectives: 1) to dive up to three sumps in the hope of finding new dry passage beyond; 2) to bolt up a 
waterfall that has previously blocked exploration in one particular direction at the bottom of the cave; 3) to carry out 
dye-trace experiments to increase our knowledge of hydrological connections between various known 
underground streamways.   
 
 
Project: Exercise Jurassic Shark 2 Mexico 2008 

 



 

Abstract: The aim of this Tri-Services Expedition is to tag Great White Sharks, Whale Sharks and Scalloped 
Hammerhead Sharks around Guadalupe and the Revillagigedo (Socorro) Islands, off the Pacific coast of Mexico, 
in order to conduct valuable research whilst also highlighting the impacts of shark fining and long lining. The Great 
White Shark project will concentrate on establishing the movements of individual sharks around Guadalupe using 
both radio and satellite tags. The expedition will be carried out in co-operation with the Shark Research Institute 
(SRI), Centro De Investigaciones Biologicas del Noroeste, S.C. (CiB) and the Centro Interdisciplinario de Ciencias 
Marinas (CICIMAR). 
 
 
Project: OUCC: Cana del Montico 2008       
Abstract: This project aims to further explore Fissura De Chica, a cave discovered in 2003 on the flanks of 
Cabeza Chica Mountain near the Canal del Montico in the Picos De Europa range of Northern Spain. The intention 
is to fully map the caves feeding into the Culiembro resurgence and surroundings using Fluorescene dye in 
Fissura de Chica in order to determine the route water takes from the cave to Culiembro. Further work will be 
conducted at a satellite camp North West of the main camp, examining known open entrances and shafts. 
 
 
Project: Artic Voice Expedition 2007-09 
Abstract: The Arctic Voice project aims to bring the voice of the Inuit people back to the UK in the form of 
recorded interviews, twinning of schools in the UK and Arctic and by lectures and presentations during and at the 
end of the allocated time (2007-2009).  The expedition members will carry out four journeys, primarily by kayak 
and dogsledge through Canada's Northwest Passage and by sailing vessel from the UK to the West coast of 
Greenland. Phase I of the Arctic Voice project has been completed and the full report is held by the RGS-IBG. 
 
 
Project: Philippines Coral Awareness and Research Expedition 2008    
Abstract: This project intends to carry out extensive surveys, using Reef Check methodology in order to assess 
reef degradation on three regions around the Visayan archipelago. It will also focus on promoting local initiatives 
for marine conservation through educational outreach programmes in the community working in tandem with three 
schools in the target region and also the Department of the Environment and Natural Resources. Social monitoring 
surveys will be undertaken to assess local attitudes to their marine environment. 
 
 
Project: Orang-utan 08    
Abstract: This expedition aims to conduct two studies of the Bornean orang-utan within Tanjung Puting National 
Park, Central Kalimantan, Indonesia. The first study will investigate the effects of forest disturbance on the 
frequency and distribution of orang-utans and incorporate a population survey from line transects in an area of 
previously unsurveyed rainforest. The second study will investigate the paternity of the ex-captive population of 
orang-utans at Camp Leakey.  Specifically, it will explore the extent to which the alpha male, Kusasi, has sired 
offspring assessed through DNA analysis of hair and stool samples.  
 
 
Project: Glasgow and Aberdeen University Zambia Expedition 2008 
Abstract: This project conducted five interrelated biogeographical surveys in Kansaka National Park, Kafinda 
Game Management Area and Bangweulu wetlands in Zambia, examining attributes of the freshwater/wetland 
systems which contribute greatly to the biodiversity of this area. These studies focused on: 1) Importance of 
parasite load and other environmental factors impacting the well-being of bat populations utilising wetland mushitu 
forest patches;  2) Vegetation and other habitat conditions within wetland areas supporting charismatic animals 
important to ecotourism;  3) Species diversity and community composition of wetland/freshwater diatoms, in two 
sub-catchments of the Upper Congo Basin (Kasanka and Bangweulu);  4) Shoebill Stork distribution and 
population size in relation to habitat conditions within the Bangweulu swamps;  5) Feeding behaviour of Sitatunga  
 
Project: Comparing community attitudes towards Nepal’s Langtang National Park conservation strategies.                             
Abstract: In August 2008 a team completed a 2 month research expedition to Langtang National Park (LNP) in 
Nepal examining the problem regarding conflicts between the sustainable development, cultural conservation of 
human communities and the protection of wildlife in conservation areas (www.expeditionlangtang.com). This 
project used PRA and household questionnaires to gather information about the attitudes and perceptions of 
conservation strategies used for Langtang National Park and how these affect the livelihoods and cultural aspects 
of the communities both within and outside the park boundaries.   
 
Project: Effects of logging on seedling establishment an soil conditions and abundance of black fly. 

 



 

Abstract: This project investigated the effects of logging in Ghana with two key projects: 1) An assessment of soil 
conditions and canopy openness investigating their impacts on the regeneration of timber species following 
logging. 2) An investigation into the effects logging has on the abundance of the black fly (Simuliidae damnosum). 
The flies were to be trapped in three different areas; logged, old logged and unlogged forest at various times of 
day. However, due to a lack of significant numbers of black fly the project was altered to an assessment of the 
differences in insect species diversity in areas affected by man and its relation to parasite transmittance. 
 
 
Project: The promotion of social change in Ghana through trans-national links.  
Abstract: This project aims to investigate what social change is happening in this region of Ghana because of 
trans-national football and fair-trade links. The rationale for the instigation of this research comes from the 
increased media, academic and NGO attention on development schemes focusing on trans-national, European 
links.  Ghana, being host of the African Cup of Nations, and also part of a twinning scheme with the world's first 
Fairtrade town provides a good case study for this research. The links will be examined to see if they improve the 
welfare and world knowledge of people in both Ghana and the UK.   
 
 
Project: Durham University Iceland Expedition 
Abstract: This project aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the glacial processes and associated 
deposits on the foreland of the Heinabergsjokull glacier.  The expedition will produce a geomorphological map 
outlining the glacial deposits within the foreland of the Heinabergsjokull. Ablation and fluvial meltwater discharge 
from the glacier will be accounted for, and an investigation into the sub glacial sediment deformation processes 
occurring beneath the Heinabergsjokull glacier will be conducted.  Lichenometric measurements will be used to 
date moraines and produce a lichenometric growth curve, whilst ablation will be quantified using temperature and 
surface melt to create a degree day model. A weather station will measure climatic variables on the glacier surface 
to model glacier inputs and outputs.  Till texture, porosity, size and compaction at ice margins and on the glacier 
foreland will allow for the identification of sub glacial processes involved in till genesis. 
 
 
Project: Sharks at Bimini 
Abstract: The aim of this project is to significantly contribute to research that Dr Gruber has been carrying out for 
the past 18 years at the Bimini Biological Field Station in the Bahamas. By aiding this work the group will hope to 
ascertain some of the effects that the increase in development has had on lemon sharks in the Bimini area. The 
expedition will act as a pilot project allowing the members of the team to gain the complex sills required in studying 
and handling sharks.  These skills will provide base knowledge, allowing the team to build up on the following year. 
 
 
Project: Prevalence and prevention of Jigger fleas in rural Cameroon.  
Abstract: A study of the ecology, prevalence and impact of Jigger fleas in rural areas of Cameroon was 
undertaken in nine villages around the town of Ndu by medical students from UK and Cameroon.  Medical 
questionnaires were designed to gather data concerning the prevalence, impact, severity and localisation of the 
parasitic jigger flea.  The team inspected 1,151 pairs of feet in total, and completed a questionnaire for each 
person's experiences. All these data were computerised and analysed.  
 
 
Project: Diet and lifestyle practices, perceptions, preferences of Guatemalans Amerindians health project.                             
Abstract: According to the World Bank (2006, Gragnolati 2003) Guatemala displays some of the poorest values 
on nutritional and health indicators in the Western Hemisphere. The main research question this RGS/OUEC 
expedition investigated, were the reasons why after 50 years of health and nutritional interventions do the values 
on health and nutrition indicators for Guatemala reflect some of the poorest values in the Western Hemisphere.  
 
 
Project: Spatial structure of Kamchatkan forests. 
Abstract: The aim of this project is to :1) to establish ten 0.25 ha permanent plots in old-growth forests along an 
east-west transect on the western side of Ichinsky volcano, Kamchatka;  2) Map positions of, measure and identify 
all individual tree stems and shrubs;  3) Record the diversity and structure of understorey vegetation;  4) 
Determine the strengths of inter and intra specific interactions between coexisting tree species;  5) Infer the 

 



 

processes leading to changes in forest structure and composition along an environmental gradient;  6) Conduct 
supplementary projects assessing related aspects of the forest communities relevant to conservation and wildlife 
management within Brystrinsky Nature Park. 
 
 
Project: Mapping bird conservation: impacts of harvesting on Tanzanian forest avifauna.                                                         
Abstract: Coastal Tanzania is an avian biodiversity hotspot of global importance, but potentially threatened by 
harvesting of the East African Blackwood (Mpingo). The aims of this project are to gain insight into the effects of 
mpingo harvesting on birds, conduct baseline surveys to establish the distribution and abundance of species 
present, develop new techniques for rapidly mapping the distribution and abundance of birds and develop a 
baseline methodology for monitoring.  At numerous random locations throughout the forest network, data on bird 
species abundance will be collected using snap-shot point-counts and harvesting quantified using a series of proxy 
measures based on habitat structure.   
 
 
Project: university of Glasgow Gambia Nyassang 2008 expedition.   
Abstract: Gambia 2008 is a two-month expedition to rural Gambia which aims to facilitate a variety of zoological 
studies, along with community-based projects such as a summer school for local children. The team also hopes to 
set up evening lessons for adults, helping to improve English reading and writing, along with basic numeracy. They 
are also planning to set up a crèche for the children whose mothers work on the paddy fields during the day. The 
expedition will strengthen the links the three previous Glasgow University Gambia Expeditions have made 
between the UK and rural Africa.   
 
 
Project: Edinburgh University Expedition to Gabon 2008 
Abstract: In June of this year a team of five undergraduate Biologists and Ecologists from the University of 
Edinburgh completed an expedition to the heart of Western Equatorial Africa. Here, a conservation research 
project was carried out to assess the impact of a globally prominent and devastating invasive species of fire ant, 
Wasmannia auropunctata on reptile and amphibian communities.  
 
Project: Monitoring flow- acceleration across a Greenland ice sheet outlet glacier.                                                                    
Abstract: The project aims to critically assess the dynamic meltwater - flow acceleration feedbacks that are 
purported to lead to the rapid response and potential catastrophic down draw of the Greenland Ice Sheet (GIS) 
under projected climate warming.  This will be achieved through an integrated field-and-remote sensing campaign 
focused on a land-terminating outlet glacier of the GIS which is isolated from complicating marine-effects and 
which is truly representative of the majority of the GIS margin.   
 
 
Project: Crete 2008: The promised land 
Abstract: This projects aims to undertake an exploration of the White Mountains of Crete in the hope of 
discovering an entrance into a master cave system which is predicted to lie beneath this mountain range. The 
team will camp in the mountains for 2 weeks to explore and document all speleological features found.  This will 
include surveying and photographing each individual cave and producing geological maps of the subterranean 
geological system of the entire valley.   
 
 
Project: Sam Mbollet 2008 Expedition        
Abstract: This project intends to visit a rural part of Africa to offer assistance in the local community.  This 
expedition will seek to utilise basic principles of science, engineering and education that are poorly provided by 
both NGOs and The Gambian Government.  The project members will work with GLOVE (Gambian Longevity 
thrOugh Village Enhancement), a Gambian charity to develop intelligent farming techniques, improvements to 
sanitation and increases to basic literacy and numeracy. 
 
 
Project: Mapping and interpreting geological structures within the Borgarf Jordur area, eastern Iceland.                                  

 



 

Abstract: The aim of the research project is to produce a final geological map of the Borgarfjordur area in eastern 
Iceland, and to write an associated thesis which will describe the geology and evolution of all the rocks and 
superficial deposits in the area.  Petrographical analyses of mineral assemblages will add detail to and clarify the 
classification of the rock suites observed in the field.  The map will have complementary cross sections, structural 
logs and stereographs of dip/dip direction. This information will provide both a vertical and horizontal view of the 
area and define structural and litho logical boundaries which can be projected above and below ground. 
 
 
Project: Cambridge Cave Science Expedition 2008 
Abstract: The project aims to maintain and expand the system established on the 2007 expedition to record 
microclimatic conditions in Stienbruckenhohle.  Data will be retrieved from loggers installed last summer.  Any new 
cave will be explored and mapped, together with over 5km of passage connecting three caves and producing one 
of the largest systems in Europe.  There will be an in-depth video documentary of the expedition for the first time. 
 
 
Project: Maldives Whale Shark Expedition 2008 
Abstract: This project aimed to establish why relatively large aggregations of whale sharks form during the boreal 
spring within the South Ari seas in the Maldives. The project reached the primary objectives of: 1) Non-invasive 
'tag and release' tracking of all sharks encountered on the Maldives and International photo-identification 
databases; 2) Bathymetric surveying of the study area to identify oceanographic processes potentially influencing 
whale shark behaviour; 3) Remote sensing of phytoplankton to ascertain if whale shark aggregations can be 
predicted from satellite imagery;  4) Analysis of plankton samples to establish prey density thresholds for whale 
shark feeding behaviour;  5) Establish a regional standard and promote sustainable whale shark encounter 
management guidelines; 6) Train students and staff from the Villa College Faculty of Marine Studies and Water 
Sports in fieldwork and analysis techniques. 
 
 
Project: Madre des Dios Speleo 2008 
Abstract: The project aims to locate, explore and survey unexplored caves on the northern coasts of the remote 
island of Madre de Dios in Southern Chile.  It will use this exploration to prospect for fossil caves containing 
speleothems suitable for paleoclimate record analysis in a region unique for its southerly extent and proximity to 
Antarctica.  The team will make a one hour documentary that captures the remote wilderness, the challenges of 
exploration, and is scientifically informative.   
 
 
Project: University of Brighton Madagascar spiny forest expedition. 
Abstract: The aim of this project was to conduct an extensive biodiversity assessment of an unprotected area of 
the forest of St Augustin, in order to enhance knowledge of the ecological status of the area, in terms of its species 
diversity and land use pressures. The project aimed to inventory biodiversity, habitats and their associated flora 
and fauna, using percentage cover, population density and other descriptives. Furthermore this allowed them to 
assist in the Nature Conservancy 5-S Conservation Management Planning Process, enabling them to strengthen 
cooperation between the University of Brighton, the University of Tulear and the Centre Ecologique de Libanona. 
 
 
Project: British Army Antarctic Expedition 2007-08 
Abstract: The expedition continued the exploration and field studies of previous British Army and other 
expeditions in the Danco Coast and Forbidden Plateau region of Antarctica. The work focused on exploration of 
the area inland of Waddington Bay and beyond the previous areas explored by The Falkland Islands Dependency 
Survey. Snow core sampling and building on the previous geological programme were carried out which produced 
surprising and interesting results which can not be explained without a significant rethink of the geological history  
 
Project: Increasing conservation management capacity 
Abstract: This project aimed to improve the integration of coral reef ecological data collected by Reef Check 
Australia non-specialist volunteers into management strategies for the Great Barrier Reef Marine Protected Area, 
Queensland, Australia. This project investigated four distinct aspects of the Reef Check methodology: 1) precision 

 



 

of reef substrate monitoring; 2) precision of invertebrate and reef health monitoring; 3) survey replication 
requirements; and 4) standard operating procedures. A total of 32 survey dives were made at 6 sites. 
 
 
Project: Swiss alps glacial research expedition 2007 
Abstract: The main objective of this expedition is to conduct research into a wide variety of aspects of valley 
glacier behaviours and the associated hydrological system, with smaller projects involved in avalanche mapping 
and dendrochronology. The research will be produced in a dissertation format, with the individual research projects 
complimenting one another and furthering our knowledge of the alpine mountain environment 
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Grants for Research and Scientific Expeditions and 
Independent Travel  

Established Researchers 
 
Award: Peter Fleming Award 
Principal Investigator: Dr Peter Langdon, University of Southampton  
Co-Investigators: Stephen Brooks (Natural History Museum), Dr Ian Croudace (National Oceanographic Centre, 
University of Southampton), Dr Stephen Harrison (University of Exeter), Prof. Melanie Leng (NERC Isotope 
Geosceince Laboratory & University of Nottingham)  
Project Title: Testing the Potential of Temperature and Precipitation Proxies from Recent Lake Archives in 
Patagonia  
Abstract: This project had the main objective of developing high-resolution, multi-proxy, multi-lake reconstructions 
of climatic (and in particular hydroclimatological) variability over the last 500 years from Patagonia. The project 
tested the sensitivity of two proxies of climate change in this region, chironomids (non-biting midges) and stable 
isotopes, against instrumental and known past fluctuations in glacier extent, in order to assess their potential for 
reconstructing accurately climate change over longer (millennial scale) time periods. Fieldwork was based in the 
Rio Chacabuco region as this valley offered a range of lake types at altitudes from c.300-1000 metres, allowing the 
team to test the sensitivity of the different lacustrine systems. The study lakes were all of small-medium sized, 
medium depth (i.e. without significant periods of summer stratification) and were open systems. A total of 16 
sediment sequences were recovered from six different sites. One short core from each site was brought back 
intact for analyses on the ItraX core scanner for geochemical profiles while the others were subsampled in the 
field. These core sediment lengths should provide enough material to cover the last ~500 years. Analysis of the 
samples in UK laboratories is ongoing.  
 
 
Award: Ralph Brown Expedition Award 
Principal Investigator: Dr Eduard Reinhardt, McMaster University, Canada  
Co-Investigators: Dr. Patricia A. Beddows (McMaster University)  
Project Title: Thecamoebians and Foraminifera as a Palaeoenvironmental Tool in the Subterranean Flooded 
Cave Systems of the Yucatan Peninsula, Mexico  
Abstract: The submerged caves along the Yucatan coastline of Quintana Roo, Mexico form a net-work of 
passages and sink holes (cenotes) that have evolved over Quaternary sea-level cycles and have come under 
increased pressure due to encroaching urbanization. There are no rivers in this region, and the groundwater and 
cave systems are the only natural source of potable water. The aim of this research was to document the 
distribution of thecamoebians and foraminifera in the cave environment and to determine whether they can be 
used as an environmental proxy to: a) better understand cave evolution and b) reconstruct groundwater response 
to climatic variations (e.g. droughts and the collapse of Classic Maya Civilization) and anthropogenic impacts (e.g. 

 



 

groundwater extraction). Such an environmental proxy would be a valuable tool for many diverse disciplines in 
cave science.  
 
 
Award:  Thesiger-Oman International Research Fellowships  (Physical Geography)  
Principal Investigator: Dr Mark Powell, University of Leicester  
Co-Investigators: Prof. Ian Reid (Loughborough University), Prof. John Laronne (Ben Gurion University), Dr 
George Heritage (Salford University)  
Project Title: Channel Morphology and Sedimentology in Upland Dryland Environments, Negrev, Israel: 
Characteristics and Controls  
Abstract: This project aimed to characterise the morphological and sedimentological characteristics of upland 
gravel beds in the Negrev Desert, Israel and also to seek genetic explanations for the distinct channel 
morphologies identified. The study adopted the framework of Montgomery and Buffington (1997) and can be 
viewed as a test of that model in a dryland environment. There were 4 specific objectives: 1. To identify, classify 
and map the occurrence of distinctive channel morphologies in upland rivers in the Northern Negrev Desert; 2. To 
characterise the diagnostic morphological and sedimentological features of each channel type; 3. To compare and 
contrast channel types with those characteristic of humid-temperate environments; and 4. To test the observations 
against the genetic framework of Montgomery and Buffington (1997).  
 
 
Award: Thesiger-Oman International Research Fellowships (Human Geography)  
Principal Investigator: Dr William Rowe, Louisiana State University  
Project Title: An Analysis of the Economic and Environmental Resurgence of the Historic Region of Herat, 
Afghanistan and its Desert Environs after Twenty-Five Years of Conflict  
Abstract: This project aimed to analyze the economic and environmental geographic situation of an isolated 
desert river valley. The objectives were to see how different levels of local society at the city, village, and nomadic 
levels have fared after twenty-five years of conflict and occupation and how they are emerging into a (relatively) 
more peaceful existence within the larger framework of Afghanistan and post-Soviet Central Asia and the Middle 
East. The research followed a general cultural/political ecological framework with emphases on historical archival 
work and on site work taking into consideration local adaptations and changes to meet the new reality of post-
Taliban Afghanistan and Western institutions that have a new relevance for the area under study.  
 

Early Career Researchers: Post PhD 
Award: RGS-IBG Small Research Grants  
Principal Investigator: Dr Peter Kraftl, University of Northampton  
Project Title: Time for Bed': The Geographies of Children's Sleep  
Abstract: This project had four primary objectives: 1.) To consider the potential for 'geographies of sleep', building 
on nascent theoretical and empirical research in cognate disciplines; 2.) To begin to explore the spaces and 
places where children's sleep occurs; 3.) To investigate the ways in which children's sleep is managed, organised 
and disciplined, and the implications thereof for children's geographies; and, 4.) To begin to formulate appropriate  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Peter Hopkins, University of Newcastle upon Tyne  
Project Title: Young Sikh Men in Scotland: Spatial Practices, Contested Identities and Everyday Geographies  
Abstract: This project aimed to generate new understanding of the identities and experiences of young Sikh men 
in Scotland. The three primary objectives were: 1.) To explore the frameworks of young Sikh mens’ everyday lives; 
2.) To examine the ways in which young Sikh men construct and contest their identities and; 3.) To investigate the 
young mens’ experiences following events such as 9/11 and 7/7 and the influence these have had on their 
everyday experiences, spatial practices and articulation of their identities. The project hoped to contribute to policy 
debates about racism, social exclusion and social cohesion in Scotland, and also to broader theoretical debates 
about masculinity, identity and ethnicity.  
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Patricia Noxolo, Coventry University  
Project Title: Development Volunteering as Postcolonial Practice  

 



 

Abstract: This project seeks to understand British identify as postcolonial, i.e. as shaped by both historical and 
spatial processes that make colonialism crucial in understanding the position of contemporary Britain in an era of 
globalisation. This project will focus on overseas development volunteering as a practice that shapes modern 
British identities through overseas experiences, that draws on practices and ideas that were established in the 
period of formal colonialism and ripple into the present day. Through interview and analysis, the project will 
connect this popular development practice with colonial ideas that framed service overseas as essential training 
for Britishness.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Margo Huxley, University of Sheffield  
Project Title: The Colony as Settlement: Colonies, Colonialism and Governmentality  
Abstract: The aims of this project were to demonstrate the idea of 'the colony as settlement' as a project of 
population management and social improvement. It also traced continuities between domestic 'colonies' and white 
settler colonialisation and contributed to the fields of historical geography, postcolonial and governmentality 
studies. The project had 4 primary objectives: 1.) To identify, through archival research, contemporary 19th 
century understanding of 'the colony' as a settlement form and project of rule and regulation; 2.) To identify specific 
instances of projected colonies/ settlements through which to gain more detailed understanding of governmental 
intentions; 3.) To analyse documentary evidence from a Foucauldian governmentality perspective; and, 4.) To 
relate the analysis to wider fields of conceptual and empirical debate.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Nancy Priston, Oxford Brookes University  
Project Title: Geographical Modelling of Large Vertebrate Crop-Raiding: Perceptions of Risk, Actual Risk and the 
Implications for Conservation and Land Use  
Abstract: This project offered a unique opportunity to investigate the social and environmental issues of human- 
wildlife conflict, around two protected areas in Sulawesi undergoing differing management programmes. The 
project had five primary objectives: 1.) Measuring scale, position and frequency of actual crop-loss; 2.) Developing 
a predictive GIS model of crop-raiding risk; 3.) Determining farmers’ perceptions of crop-raiding risk, how they 
manage risk and the impact on their livelihoods; 4.) Assessing current mitigation strategies, their success and 
possibilities for improvement, specifically, evaluation of ginger as a buffer crop for reducing primate crop-loss; and, 
5.) Determining perceptions of farmers towards conservation and wildlife; a comparison between the reserves  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Jonathan Oldfield, University of Glasgow  
Project Title: Early Influences and Debates on the German Landscape Geography Concept in Russia with 
Comparisons to the UK (late 19th century-1920)  
Abstract: This project aimed to undertake a preliminary investigation of early (pre-1920's) origins of the landscape 
idea in Russian geographical thought with some comparative study (for purposes of contract) with the UK, and 
secondly to survey the principle sources for a future major project proposal. The project had three main objectives: 
1.) To explore the intellectual origins of the landscape concept in the Russian geographical tradition, with some 
comparisons to the UK; 2) To identify the main characteristics of the landscape idea as it was understood in 
Russian and British geographical circles during the late nineteenth and the first part of the twentieth centuries; and, 
3) To survey the major sources in preparation for a detailed study of the origins and developments of the 
landscape concept in Russian geography and cognate disciplines, to compose Russian and English-language 
bibliographies (together with a preliminary German-language bibliography), and to survey the possibilities for 
specific archival studies.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Julie MacLeavy, University of Bristol  
Project Title: Resisting Workfare: Organising Welfare recipients and Low Wage Workers in the Mid-Atlantic 
States of America, 1995-2005  
Abstract: This project had three primary objectives: 1.) To advance intellectual understanding of the relationship 
between welfare reform and political-economic transition, through an exploration of the ways that people on 
welfare have been moved into jobs, training and education with the Mid-Atlantic states; 2.)To understand the role 
of those grassroots activists who have organised across the range of welfare and labour politics, particularly in 

 



 

Washington D.C. where Federal antipathy to social policy is particularly acutely felt; and, 3.) To gather information 
and establish research contacts in order to facilitate a subsequent research proposal to the ESRC on workfare 
resistance in the Mid-Atlantic states.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Caroline Upton, University of Leicester  
Project Title: Mining and Resistance: New Struggles on Mongolia's Pastoral Commons  
Abstract: This project had 3 primary objectives: 1. To explore and document the nature and emergence of new 
social movements and NGOs amongst herders on Mongolia’s pastoral commons, in response to the increasing 
impacts of mining on land and water resources; 2. To analyse whether and in what ways pre-existing formalised 
herders’ groups (associated with international projects concerned with tenure reform and sustainable livelihoods) 
are linked to the emergence and efficacy of resistance; and, 3. To examine the role of herders’ groups in 
regulating mining activities amongst their own members.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Simon James Cook, Liverpool John Moores University  
Project Title: The Recognition of Glacial Debris Entrainment Processes Within Proglacial Landforms and 
Sediments  
Abstract: This project aimed to asses the extent to which different debris entrainment processes can be identified 
within proglacial landforms and sediments at glaciers with terminal overdeepenings. The research was conducted 
in Svinafellsjokull, southeast Iceland. The project had four primary objectives: 1. To characterise the physical 
properties of different basal ice facies; 2. To map the distribution of different basal ice facies and the 
geomorphology of the proglacial areas; 3. To characterise the sedimentological properties of basal ice facies 
whose origin has already been attributed to specific subglacial processes; and, 4. To characterise the 
sedimentological properties of proglacial sediments and compare with those of the basal ice.  
 
 
Award: EPSRC Geographical Research Grants 
Principal Investigator: Dr Richard Taylor, University College London  
Project Title: Hydrological Implications of Deglaciation of  
Abstract: Tropical icefields in the Rwenzori Mountains of East Africa have been shrinking at a mean rate of ~0.6 
km2 per decade over the last century and are predicted to disappear within the next two decades. The hydrological 
implications of observed glacial recession remain, however. Through the measurement of glacial melt water 
discharges and river flow, and application of stable isotope tracers (d2H, d18O) of water movement during the rainy 
season, this study builds upon previous research during the dry season to determine both the impact of glacial 
recession on alpine river flow and the origin of precipitation falling in the Rwenzori Mountains. The latter objective 
will help to resolve the uncertain relation between climate changes indicated by recent deglaciation in the 
Rwenzori Mountains and other ice fields in the East African Highlands. Via the direct involvement of local 
collaborators in the execution of the field research and discussion of its findings, the study also aimed to enhance 
local capacity to assess the impact of climate change on water resources and disseminate the determined impacts 
of climate change on livelihoods directly to stakeholders.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Andrew Tatem, University of Oxford  
Project Title: The Present and Future Role of Worldwide Airline Transport Network on Exotic Biota  
Abstract: Recent increases in the rates of economically damaging biological invasion and the spread of infectious 
diseases have been linked to the continued expansion of the worldwide airline transport network (WAN). 
Historically, natural barriers and great distance restricted such movement, but the WAN has reduced such effects, 
leaving climatic conditions as a principal constraint to the spread of those organisms whose life cycles are 
sensitive to the weather. This research analyzed the changing global structure of the WAN in terms of climatic 
similarity and passenger/freight flows, to illuminate further the present and future risks of deliberate or accidental 
movements of climatically sensitive organisms around the World. By using gridded data on present and predicted 
future global climatic conditions, in combination with contemporary and predicted data on WAN architecture and 
flows, the changing spatial risks of exotic biota dispersal by air transport was examined. The research aimed to 
identify, for the years 2006-2030, (i) those scheduled routes that link the most spatially distant but climatically 

 



 

similar airports, (ii) the climatically best-connected airports and (iii) clusters of airports with similar climatic features. 
The way in which present and future traffic volumes alter these findings will also be examined for 2006-2011.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Scott Orford, Cardiff University  
Project Title: Modelling Residential Living Space for Individual Properties using Digital Infrastructure Data and 
Remote Sensing Data: A Cardiff Pilot Study  
Abstract: Planning is a key element to the success of sustainable urban environments and successful planning 
relies upon access to good quality information. In strategic and spatial planning, this information is often derived 
from models and simulations or urban systems, such as the housing market and hence there is a real need (and 
demand) for well-founded, data rich environments in which to develop and test such models. With respect to the 
housing market, models for British cities are hindered by a lack of detailed information at the level of the individual 
property. A key problem is the lack of data on living space, as this is the single most important structural attribute 
in determining house price. However, emerging digital data sets, such as OS mastermap, have the potential to 
provide these fine-scale data and enhance existing data sources. The aim of this project was to develop 
methodologies for deriving property attribute data, and specifically modelled estimates of living space, from these 
data sources within a GIS framework for the subsequent use in housing market models and simulations.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Neil Macdonald, University of Wales Aberystwyth  
Project Title: Flood Response in Europe Following the Eruptions of Tambora (1815) and Laki Fissure (1783) 
Volcanoes  
Abstract: Documentary accounts from the winters of 1783/4 and 1815/6 show extensive records of flooding 
throughout Europe. To date little consideration has been given to the spatial and temporal distribution of these 
floods in relation to the eruptions of the Laki (1783) and Tambora (1815) volcanoes. This research project 
addressed this issue by reconstructing the spatial distribution of flooding that affected Europe following these 
eruptions. Historical flood chronologies were used to temporally contextualise the magnitude of the flood events 
and to determine their variation from the underlying flood frequency distribution.  
 

Early Career Researchers: Postgraduates  
Award: Slawson Awards 
Principal Investigator: Roy Huijsmans (Durham University)  
Project Title: Local Childhoods in a Global World: Changing Place, Social Position, and Meaning of Work 
Practices Amount Lao Children  
Abstract: The project proposed to investigate the labour migration of children and youths in Lao PDR. There are 
three primary areas of study, each with its own research question:1.) Work: What kinds of work do Lao children 
(12-18) do? Where do they go to do this work? 2.) Level of variation and social relations: How is the ‘what’ and 
‘where’ of work among children distributed across households within the study village? How do norms of gender 
and seniority dictate the ‘what’ and ‘where’ of children’s work? To what extent, and how, do children through the 
‘what’ and ‘where’ of work negotiate with, resist, or comply with gender and seniority norms? What are the new 
social settings and relations children engage with through the spatial dimensions of work, and how are working 
children socially positioned in this? How do children experience and deal with the vulnerabilities and opportunities 
offered by spatially diverse work practices? 3.) Policy: How do children’s experiences of, and motivations for, 
spatially diverse work practices relate to the underlying ideas of the policies addressing the phenomenon of 
children working beyond their local communities?  
 
 
 
 
 
Principal Investigator: Richard Paley (University of Cambridge)  
Project Title: Factors Influencing Effectiveness of Protected Area Management Institutions and Organisations in 
Cambodia  

 



 

Abstract: In Cambodia considerable financial and technical investment in protected areas (Pas) by donors with 
little discernable reduction in forest degradation is occurring. Numerous technical reports outline the threats facing 
PAs in Cambodia; few focus on their management. Research on the effectiveness of PA management globally, 
has concentrated on issues of design, management of land, ecosystems and local communities, and ecological 
integrity. Yet a critical issue in conservation success is the way conservation organisations themselves are 
organised. To understand how to improve the success of PAs and their long-term sustainability we therefore need 
to understand better the organisations managing them.  
 
The objective of this research was: ‘to understand how the outcomes of protected area management are 
influenced by: the internal structure of management organisations and operation of management institutions, and 
external processes and pressures. The work focuses on Cambodia, a country with a significant and relatively 
recently-established PA system, where organisational and management issues are recognised as critical to 
conservation success. The primary research questions are:1.) What are the objectives of the Cambodian PA 
system and what policies are relevant to PA management?; 2.) In what ways is conservation delivered on the 
ground  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Fraser Sugden (University of Edinburgh)  
Project Title: Markets, the State and Social Structures on the Nepali Lowlands: The Political Economy of Agrarian 
Change  
Abstract: In recent years, poverty alleviation strategies in Nepal have relied on the promotion of small scale, 
market-orientated farming. However, ten years after initial implementation, Nepal’s agrarian policies have failed to 
meet many of their objectives. This research attempts to investigate why the market has not solved agrarian 
poverty by exploring how power relations and social structures shape market participation. The research argues 
that such factors are crucial to understanding why some farmers can capitalize on new market opportunities and 
others cannot.  
 
The research focuses on a region, Morang, where there has been significant state led promotion of small farm 
commercialisation. The aim is to understand the dynamics behind farming households’ livelihood decisions with 
regards to market orientated production. The principle research questions are: 1.) How are they affected by the 
socio-economic status of farming households, such as labour relations and access to land?; 2.) How are they 
affected by unequal power in the market?; 3.) What role do social networks and trust-based institutions play?; 4.) 
How important is caste and gender for access to the market?  
 
 
Award: Hong Kong Research Grant 
Principal Investigator: Yun Qian, (Heriot-Watt University)  
Project Title: Urban and Community Regeneration in Chinese cities: with Case Studies in Beijing  
Abstract: This research aimed to examine the ongoing urban redevelopment and renewal programmes in relation 
to housing and community development in major Chinese cities. It analysed the Chinese case using established 
theories and practice on urban regeneration and community development; and aimed to develop theoretical 
recommendations to policy and practice for the improvement of urban community development in China and other 
rapidly urbanising countries.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Ding Jie (University of Cambridge)  
Project Title: A Study of Spatially-Distributed Supply and Delivery of Sediment in the Xihanshui Basin, Gansu 
Province, China; and of Investment Prioritization in Sediment Control  
Abstract: This research aimed to develop and apply a method for predicting the spatially-distributed supply of 
sediment production within the Xihanshui Basin in the Upper Yangze River, and its subsequent downstream 
routing to the catchment outlet. The method was based on the approach of Lu et al (2003), developed to allow for 
additional sediment sources (including mass movements such as occur in the loess region in the north of the 
catchment); to modify the prediction of bank erosion as a sediment source; and to make the method more dynamic 
to enable evaluation of land and river management scenarios. Each of the main sources of sediment production 
(sheetwash, gully erosion, mass movement and river bank erosion) were represented through sub-models, with 

 



 

parameters set using field data. The method had the advantage that it provided general insights into the changing 
spatially-distributed nature of sediment production, delivery and yield; and could also be used practically to guide 
the prioritization of investment in sediment control measures, by assisting in the targeting of sites which deliver 
sediment efficiently to the outlet, rather than those with obvious erosion but a lack of connectivity.  
 
 
Award: Henrietta Hutton Research Award 
Principal Investigator: Katherine Fitzpatrick, University of Sussex  
Project Title: Investigation of environmental tolerances of key food resources of the critically endangered Andean 
Brown-Headed Spider Monkey  
Abstract: The tropical Andes qualify as one of the world's exceptional hotspots. Flagship species, such as the 
critically endangered frugivorous brown-headed spider monkey (Ateles fusciceps), endemic to the study area, are 
representative of these areas and provide a focal point for the conservation effort. In recent times the distribution 
of Ateles fusciceps has been dramatically reduced due to habitat loss. The aim of this project was to investigate 
the relationships between meteorological and soil conditions and primate food resources. The main objective was 
to identify essential meteorological and soil thresholds for the presence and absence of key fruit tree species used 
as a resource by Ateles fusciceps.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Lindsay Banin, University of Leeds  
Project Title: Cross-continental comparison of tropical forest structures and dynamics  
Abstract: The key aims of this project were to assess (1) if different tropical forests have different above-ground 
wood production rates (an important component of net primary productivity); and (2) whether these differences are 
caused by environmental resources such as nutrient limitations, biogeography (species assemblage as a result of 
historical processes) or both. The project undertook above-ground productivity and soil nutrient availability studies 
using standardised methodology in two geographically separated tropical forest regions which are climatically very 
similar but have no species in common: North West Amazon and North Borneo.  
 
 
Award: Monica Cole Research Grant 
Principal Investigator: Natasha Barlow, Durham University  
Project Title: Isostasy, Eustasy and Tectonics in Southern Alaska  
Abstract: The main goal of this research was to unravel the complex history of relative sea level (RSL) fluctuation 
in Southern Alaska during the last 1000 years, particularly researching the special variations of crustal response to 
glacier loading. This project arose as a consequence of observations of anomalous RSL fluctuation understood to 
be a result of the earthquake deformation cycle. This observation was tentatively correlated as being a result of the 
isostatic loading and unloading of local glaciers during a period of cooling known as the Little Ice Age. Researched 
focused on relative sea level (RSL) reconstruction using biostratigraphy and geophysical modelling. Field sites 
visited were Hope, Bird Point, Ocean View, Girdwood and Knik Arm. Due to the financial restrictions of requiring a 
helicopter or boat to access Chickaloon Bay, it was not feasible as a study site.  
 
 
Award: British Airways Travel Bursaries 
Principal Investigator: Flavie Vial, University of Glasgow  
Project Title: Quantifying the impact of livestock grazing on vegetation and rodents in Bale Mountain National 
Park, Ethiopia  
Abstract: The Bale Mountains contain the largest extent of Afro-alpine habitat in Africa including the continent’s 
most extensive pocket of Afro-alpine grassland, which is essential habitat for the rarest canid species, the 
Ethiopian wolf. Over the last 20 years pasture depletion at lower altitudes has resulted in the park itself being used 
to graze increasingly high numbers of livestock, posing a threat to the persistence of the Ethiopian wolf population. 
Overgrazing also poses another ecological threat to the area. Bale Mountains National Park is the source of water 
for five major rivers on which an estimated 12 million people depend. This project aims to establish critical links 
between vegetation condition, livestock grazing pressures and rodent diversity in the park through field 
investigations and through the construction of exclosures in which livestock grazing is excluded. Establishing 
exclosures is an investment that will exceed the duration of the project and will provide the park with important 

 



 

infrastructure to support the development of future natural resource management. The project also is also working 
closely with local communities and NGOs to gain better understanding of the spatial and temporal patterns of 
natural resources use as well as the seasonal movements of pastoralists and livestock in the region.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: George Owoyesigire, Oxford Brookes University  
Project Title: Assessing the interaction between habituated chimpanzees and local people around Kibale National 
Park, Uganda  
Abstract: Tourist destinations that offer viewing of endangered wildlife, such as the mountain gorilla and the 
eastern robust chimpanzee have generated substantial revenue for Uganda. To date however, there has not been 
any comprehensive study to evaluate the implications of habituating large bodied and potentially dangerous 
animals like chimpanzees, especially their interaction with local people who live within and outside the protected 
areas. Kibale forest is located in Western Uganda and covers an area of 796 km2 (UWA 2003). It is a medium 
altitude tropical moist evergreen forest, with the highest density and diversity of primates in Africa (Struhsaker 
1997). The forest is surrounded by local people who are mainly agriculturalists (Purna et al. 2004). The overall 
goal of this study was to assess the interaction between local people and habituated chimpanzees around Kibale 
National Park. The primary objectives were: 1) To assess the level of human-chimpanzee interaction (cause and 
nature of conflicts); 2) To examine the extent of support for chimpanzee conservation amongst local people; 3) To 
assess awareness levels of chimpanzee habituation activities within the park (amongst local people, leaders and 
civil servants); 4) To suggest ways in which human-chimpanzee conflicts could be minimized (if any); and 5) To 
draw up appropriate recommendations for future planning for primate habituation, development of tourism and 
educational programmes.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Mai Strunge-Nielsen, University of Oxford  
Project Title: The role wealth and taste preference plays in bushmeat hunting around Marojejy National Park, 
Madagascar  
Abstract: In order to evaluate the level of hunting and consumption of bushmeat and reasons for participation in 
such, structured interviews took place in 15 villages within a 10km zone of Marojejy National Park, North East 
Madagascar. Hunting was found to take place on a considerable scale with 31.8% of respondents admitting to 
hunting by members of their household. Participation in hunting was found not to be influenced by wealth, neither 
was it influenced by the number of members in households or the number of months a household experience food 
scarcity. Taste preference was found to have little influence on the consumption of wild meat and showed no 
influence on participation in hunting. Results suggest that hunting of wild meat in this region primarily is based on 
opportunity, rather than necessity. There are indications however that hunting of lemur takes place in a somewhat 
organised fashion. Further studies are needed in order to determine the exact influence of opportunity on hunting 
behaviour. In addition, motivations for hunting of individual species needs to be establish, as each reason calls for 
a different solution.  
 

Expeditions, Fieldwork and Independent Travel 
Award: Neville Shulman Challenge Award 
Principal Investigator: Hattie Wells, Global Diversity Foundation  
Project Title: The Kalahari Garden Project  
Abstract: The San are southern Africa’s oldest inhabitants, a people who have maintained an independent 
subsistence for thousands of years through hunting and foraging, and who are renowned for their abundance of 
ecological knowledge and ability to survive in one of the world’s harshest environments. However, land 
dispossession and political marginalisation over the last two hundred years has made their nomadic lifestyle 
increasingly difficult to sustain. This ongoing project aims to assist the San in improving their food security and 
nutrition, and contribute to building the skills and opportunities necessary for preserving their environmental 
knowledge and establishing a renewed sense of self-reliance within the community. Training and assistance in 
cultivating home gardens with approximately sixty San households will be undertaken. The gardens will encourage 
horticultural and ecological education and contribute towards an improved diet for the San population in the area. 
Participatory research will be conducted with the aim of monitoring the impact of home gardens on food security 

 



 

and nutrition among the San and documenting their knowledge and use of edible and medicinal wild plants of the 
region.  
 
 
Award: Journey of a Lifetime Award 
Principal Investigator: David Waldman  
Project Title: From Mountain Tribe to Olympic Gold: Why Kenyans are the World’s Best Runners  
Abstract: David Waldman travelled to the Rift Valley of Kenya to meet the Nandi, a mountainous tribe of cattle 
herders who, since 1968, have been responsible for Kenya's most famous export, the greatest endurance runners 
on the planet. David lived and trained with the Nandi in an attempt to better understand the reasons for the 
success of Nandi runners.  
 
 
Award: Geographical Fieldwork Grants 
Project: Oxford University Oriental Institute expedition to Tibet  
Abstract: This expedition aims to record the ritual and musical practices of pilgrims travelling to the remote Mount 
Kailash region, in the far West of Tibet. The expedition will record a number of previously un-documented groups 
to create an archive of material that will be made available to researchers in Tibet, China, London and Oxford as 
well as on a dedicated website.  
 
 
Project: University of Glasgow Sumaco Project 
Abstract: This expedition was a year long multidisciplinary project which aimed to increase knowledge of baseline 
biodiversity and forest use in the Sumaco Forest Reserve, Ecuador. Three interlinked projects were carried out by 
the team members working closely with community members, and they examined fish communities, the links 
between conservation and poverty alleviation, and primate abundance and diversity in the Sumaco Forest 
Reserve.  
 
 
Project: Artic voice expedition 2007-08 
Abstract: The principle objective of this expedition was to collect audio recordings of Inuit hunters and elders 
discussing their concerns over the future of their culture and environment, particularly in relation to climate change. 
The project also developed links between schools in the Arctic with schools in the UK. The journey was carried out 
by kayak, a craft originating from the Inuit culture. This journey represented phase one of a four phase project. 
 
 
Project: Project Anadabolava: UEA expedition to southern Madagascar 
Abstract: The aim of this expedition is to conduct a multidisciplinary assessment of the Anadabolava Forest. 
Vegetation and lemur surveys will be carried out in the most pristine areas of the forest. The team will also carry 
out an anthropological survey using participant observation and semi-structured interviews in order to understand 
the pattern of resource use by the local Antandroy people. 
 
 
Project: Endurance Kayak 66 South 
Abstract: Members of the HM Endurance Kayak Club planned to paddle around James Ross Island raising 
money for four charities. During the expedition they provided information to compile a school pack which is 
supported by Portsmouth County Council and Portsmouth Football Club.  However due to ice concentrations to the 
south and west of James Ross Island a full circumnavigation was not possible within the eight days available to 
them, they did circumnavigate Vega Island. 
 
 
Project: Reconstructing the flow of the River Nile 
Abstract: The objective of this fieldwork was to collect Juniperus procera Endl. tree-ring samples and historical 
sources for reconstructing Nile River discharge. Fieldwork was conducted in and north of Gonder and in the 
vicinity of the town of Akesta, 80 km southwest of Dese and permission was granted to collect stem discs from 
Doba forest.  
 
 
Project: Deciphering the Inca landscape, environments and symbolism in the Peruvian Andes.         

 



 

Abstract: The aim of this project was to elucidate the local and regional role of Ushnus in the management of the 
Inca Empire. The research objectives of the projects assessed the spatial relationship between the Ushnus and 
the Inca mountain deities, Inca road system, and hydrological, vegetation and soil characteristics of the 
surrounding landscape.  
 
 
Project: Modelling Arctic Alpine runoff and floodplain dynamics.   
Abstract: Rates and scales of climatic, glacial and hydrological change are predicted to alter significantly due to 
global climate change, particularly in arctic regions. We therefore seek to develop and validate linked glacial and 
hydroecological models that will permit quantification of climate change effects on alpine stream ecosystems, as 
glacier and snowfield shrinkage accelerates, and meltwater regimes continue to change over time.  
 
 
Project:: Oxford University Cave Club Expedition: Fisura Chica 2007                                                                                         
Abstract: The Fisura Chica 2007 expedition intended to continue the exploration of Fisura Chica, a cave 
discovered in 2003 and explored to a depth of 521.9m in 2006. The deepest known point in the cave was a ledge 
50 m down a large shaft, which was estimated to continue for a further 80 m. The direction and location of the 
cave suggested that it could connect to Pozu Cabeza Muxa or sistema Julagua, two large systems nearby.  
 
 
Project: Finmark 2007 Expedition 
Abstract: Travelling on dogsleds through Arctic Finnmark, from the Barents Sea to the Atlantic, a journey of close 
to 1,500 kilometres, the Finmark 2007 Expedition sought to investigate how the Sami people are adapting to 
climatic changes. The research contributed to international efforts to increase human security in the context of 
climate change and the NASA Global Snowflake Project. The project aimed to use the IPY (International Polar 
Year) platform to communicate polar climate issues to a larger general public.  
 
 
Project: Expedition Mahazo Loko   
Abstract: The aim of this study was to assess the current forest loss, forest condition and chameleon population 
dynamics in four littorial forest fragments in Sainte Luce, Madagascar. Forest loss was assessed using remote 
sensing techniques. The current forest condition was quantified using ground measurements: stem density, basal 
area, canopy cover and stump counts. Chameleon population density values were obtained using the distance 
sampling technique, which was found to be a suitable method for sampling chameleons. 
 
 
Project: Andean mammal mapping 
Abstract: Seven undergraduate students from Bournemouth University accompanied by three scientific advisors 
set out to compare techniques for effective rapid evaluation by non-specialist teams of two vital indicators of a 
site’s conservation value: habitat quality and incidence of charismatic mammals. The specific objectives were: to 
measure the time, costs and reliability of a range of techniques for assessing habitat quality.  
 
 
Project: The Philippines Coral Awareness and Research Expedition 2007 
Abstract: This expedition looked to integrate coral conservation with local communities, engaging them directly 
through educational programmes and consultations with local leaders. The project also carried out 83 surveys over 
40,000m² of reef making the project the biggest contributor to reef check in the world. IECs (Information and 
Education Campaigns) conducted in 8 schools to promote protection of local seas, which included installation of 
informative posters in local venues. 
 
 
Project: Amazonian community development and research expedition in Pavacachi, Ecuador 
Abstract: The aim of this expedition was to support the community of Pavacachi in their plans for low-impact 
sustainable ecotourism and scientific research. Investigations were carried out into community income sources, 
tourism, human-wildlife conflict, farming systems, and flora and fauna in the surrounding region. 
 
 
Project: Oxford University expedition to Mongolia 2007 
Abstract: This expedition will investigate the distribution of political information in remote areas and how this 
relates to democratic participation among Mongolian citizens. To achieve this, the team will travel through the 
provinces of Arkhangai, Zavkhan and Uvs, conducting a survey of political awareness and democratic perceptions 

 



 

among people living nomadic ways of life, and draw conclusions which will aid geographers' understanding of how 
political awareness is transmitted.  
 
 
Project: Herpetofauna of the lowland rainforest, Hiyare- Galle, Sri Lanka 
Abstract: The expedition originally hoped to work in the Knuckles range, but relocated and undertook a survey of 
the herpetofauna of the Hiyare forest, a small wet zone forest fragment of lowland rain forest (elevantion range 98-
152m) surrounding the Hiyare Reservoir, one of the world's global hotsports for amphibian biodiversity.  
 
 
Project: Biodiversity and knowledge mapping, Antsiranana 2007 
Abstract: This project aimed to map local knowledge of biodiversity from Cap D’Ambre, the northern most part of 
Madagascar. A total of 207 individuals were interviewed from 10 villages in the Babaomby region, Montagne des 
Français and the North West Archipelago of Nosy Hara. A further 15 key informant interviews were conducted with 
individuals from local conservation organisations and those working within industries exporting natural resources 
from the region.  
 
 
Project: Utah Mapping Expedition 2007 
Abstract: A group of five students from the University of Cambridge mapped two adjoining areas, totalling 25km², 
in the east of Little Cottonwood Canyon, Utah. This project aimed to geologically map a 15 km² area in the 
Wasatch mountain range in Northern Utah, USA.. 
 
 
Project: Durham University Iceland Expedition 2007 
Abstract: The aim of this expedition was to examine the impact of glaciation on the foreland of Sandfellsjokull, 
and the response of Sandfellsjokull to climate change. The primary areas of research within the project were 
glacial geomorphology and Holocene climate change.  
 
 
Project: Ethnobotany and medical plant use in Peru. 
Abstract: Peru 2007 was created to promote conservation of the dry forests and aid in the cultural preservation in 
Ica, southern Peru, by identifying the plants used by the local community for medicinal purposes. During the 
expedition 123 people were interviewed across the 14 districts of Ica. From these consultations in excess of 200 
herbal remedies were given. So far 150 individual species have been documented from the vernacular name and 
paired with their scientific name.  
 
 
Project: University of Glasgow Trinidad Expedition  
Abstract: This expedition aims to work with local NGO, the Asa Wright Nature Centre, to survey land protected to 
determine factors influencing amphibian diversity. This could be used to inform future conservation strategy on 
national and local levels. The team will conduct studies on aspects of amphibian ecology crucial to the 
understanding of patterns of decline seen globally. The data will be provided to the Trinidad Wildlife and Forestry 
with data to contribute to biodiversity monitoring commitments as signatories to the CBD. 
 
 
Project: HIV/AIDS in Kenya: Impacts and responses           
Abstract: The aim of this research project was to examine vulnerability and responses to HIV/AIDS in Suba 
District and Mombasa, Kenya. The specific objectives were: 1.) To study the impact of people’s livelihoods on their 
vulnerability to HIV/AIDS in Suba District and; 2.) To understand the efficacy of community-based responses to 
HIV/AIDS in Mombasa. The primary research used qualitative methods in Nairobi, Mombasa, and Suba District 
employing semi-structured interviews were conducted with key informants and individuals using snowball sampling 
and covering a broad cross-section of society.  
 
 
Project: ECCO Zambia 2007 
Abstract: This expedition had two main areas of research; 1) The effect of migratory straw-coloured fruit bats and 
uncontrolled grassland burning on rare mushitu swamp forest and; 2) The behaviour and social interaction of 
sitatunga (Tragalephus spekei) and how this relates to vegetation of an area of swamp. Further objectives of the 
expedition included the establishment of a Conservation Club for children near Kasanka National Park and to 
encourage affiliation of a school in Aberdeen with a Community School in Zambia.   

 



 

Project: South Africa geological mapping project 2007 
Abstract: This expedition aims to produce the first comprehensive geological map of a section of the Witberge 
Mountain Range, South Africa, at a scale of 1:25 000. Furthermore there is considerable local interest in the area’s 
fossil record, which the team will examine as part of the project.  
 
 
Project: The University of Glasgow Gambia Expedition 2007 
Abstract: This project blended zoological research with community based projects, focusing strongly on the 
involvement of the local community at every level. The expedition aimed to promote the understanding of wildlife, 
the use of the forest park in a sustainable way and the importance of maintaining it for future generations.  
 
 
Project: University of Edinburgh Project Borneo 2007 
Abstract: The aim of this project was to compare species diversity between primary and selectively logged forest 
in Danum Valley Conservation Area, Sabah, Malaysia, using amphibians, birds and reptiles as the indicating taxa.  
 
 
Project: Impacts of conservation management on biodiversity and sustainable livelihoods in rural communities in 
southwest Madagascar 
Abstract: The project investigated processes of environmental education (EE) and how these interact with larger 
environmental issues. Primary research took place in a village on the Indian Ocean coast of South West 
Madagascar: Andavadoaka. The base line data for the project came from field observations of the activities of 
environmental education which are operating in Andavadoaka.  
 
 
Project: Dominica Geohazard Expedition 
Abstract: The aim of this expedition was to produce a series of geohazard, vulnerability and risk maps for the 
communities of Dominica. Using a range of different techniques the team attempted to identify the threat posed by 
tsunamis, seismic and volcanic activity and landslide movement. This knowledge along with the techniques 
developed was be delivered to members of the host country working in disaster management through a series of 
tutorials and workshops. 
 
 
Project: Napier University  Tobago Turtlewatch 2007 
Abstract: This expedition worked with a local turtle conservation NGO called SOS Tobago. The team worked 
closely alongside the organisation and enabled them to continue conserving the local sea turtles and their coastal 
and marine habitats. There were 4 main objectives; 1) Protection and monitoring of local turtle species; 2) 
Education and increasing public awareness; 3) Promotion of community based eco-tourism; 4) Research and data 
collection.  
 
 
Project: Sustainable support for biodiversity and forestry in Tomsk Taiga, Siberia 
Abstract: The aim of this expedition is to provide data for the improved protection and utilisation of the Siberian 
Taiga forest. This will allow for the protection of Taiga biodiversity, and raise awareness of the social, economic 
and environmental value of the forest. It also aims to produce one of the first detailed models of sustainable 
forestry use for the Taiga forest.  
 
 
Project: Expedition to Peruvian Amazonia 2007 
Abstract: The 2007 Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh MSc graduate expedition to Peruvian Amazonia aimed to 
assess the floristic composition of two terra firme forests of Jenaro Herrera in the Loreto region by establishing a 
one hectare plot within both a low terrace broad leaf forest and a low hill forest. These forests were chosen for 
having an almost unknown floristic composition due to lack of previous study of these forest habitats.  
 
 
Project:  
Abstract: Since the signing of the Peace Agreement in 2003, Liberia has completed the initial stages of its post-
war recovery, including the UN-led DRR (Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration) process.  This team 
undertook a series of meetings and interviews with local and international NGOs, donors, government officials and 
academics in Monrovia, and in the rural Bong county examining post conflict development specifically looking at 
the reintegration of child soldiers and the structures of political decentralisation. 

 



 

Project: Project Ifakara biodiversity health expedition to Tanzania 
Abstract: The primary aim of this expedition is to investigate the relationship between avian biodiversity and 
human malaria prevalence. Bird surveys will be used to quantify the density and species richness of avifauna in 
the Kilombero Valley. Surveys will also be used to highlight conservation issues for endangered species. In 
addition, mosquito diversity and abundance will be recorded using two different trapping methods.  
 
 
Project: Cambridge Austrian Cave Science Expedition 2007 
Abstract: CASCE 2007 “set the stage” for science on Cambridge’s annual caving expeditions. Successful data 
collection was carried for this year’s three research projects. The purchase of new equipment and development of 
science infrastructure will foster the continuation of the microclimate project for years to come. The microclimate 
project was able to collect valuable data regarding cave atmospheres, despite many difficulties.  
 
 
Project: University of Glasgow Bolivia 2007 
Abstract: The aim of this expedition was to undertake an ecological study of an area around a newly established 
ecotourism lodge, developed for the local Tacana people of San Marcos, situated at the Rio Beni. The project 
included a visual and aural ecological study of the newly discovered titi monkey to determine distribution and 
abundance. Local biodiversity was investigated by carrying out ornithological, mammalian and herpetological 
surveys. The team also continued a study of the globally threatened Wattled Curassow situated at the Rio Negro.  
 
 
Project: 15 years later: A comparative study of the Kurupukari Region        
Abstract: This expedition aims to conduct a parallel survey to one undertaken by Imperial College in 1992. This 
expedition has two main objectives: 1) Comparing data collected in the 1992 expedition with the present to 
determine how an increase in traffic has affected the biodiversity of the region and; 2) To determine the effect the 
road has had on flora and fauna existing in the forest by measuring pH levels in the soil from the pollution of 
passing vehicles.  
 
 
Project: Herpetofaunal biodiversity in Likouala District- Snakes of the Congo.  
Abstract: This project focused on collecting and identifying snakes, with some additional study of fishes, 
amphibians and other reptiles. The three team members worked towards individual research goals: to write a book 
about the snakes of central Africa, to study the public health problem of snakebite deaths in the Congo, and to 
study biodiversity in the region.  
 
 
Project: Dufile an imperial fort in its African environment 
Abstract: The expedition planned to accurately locate and map the three successive forts at Dufile and evaluate 
their local significance using a combination of geographical exploration and survey, archaeological excavation, oral 
history research and linguistic research. The project achieved its primary objective of providing a good record of 
the state of the Dufile Military station, emblematic of the Egyptian imperial presence in Uganda in the 19th century. 
 

 2006 
 
Grants for Research and Scientific Expeditions and 
Independent Travel  

Established Researchers 
Award: Gilchrist Fieldwork Award 
Principal Investigator: Dr Neil Stuart, University of Edinburgh  
Project Title: Radar Mapping of Tropical Savannas  
Abstract: This project characterised the major vegetation assemblages found in the Rio Bravo savannas and 
determine the extent to which these may be reliably mapped and monitored using the latest advancements in 
radar and optical remote sensing. The fieldwork achieved the following objectives: 1) detailed measurements of 

 



 

the structure of the vegetation assemblages were obtained from a transect-line survey; 2) distribution of the 
vegetation assemblages were mapped by a wide-area survey using GPS and high resolution optical imagery; 3) 
permanent marker sites were established in areas of pine ridge and palmetto, for long-term monitoring of the 
growth and change in the ecosystem; 4) the most distinctive shrubs and plants were photographed in situ and 
duplicate ‘voucher’ specimens were collected for identification.  
 
 
Award: Peter Fleming Award 
Principal Investigator: Dr Charlie Bristow, Birkbeck College, University of London  
Co-Investigators: Dr Nick Drake (King’s College London), Dr Simon Armitage (Oxford University)  
Project Title: Paleolake Megachad Shoreline Chronology: Evidence for Humid Periods in the Sahara.  
Abstract: The project aimed to determine the age of palaeolake shorelines in the southern Sahara. The shorelines 
around the lake contain a record of late Pleistocene and Holocene climate change because they record changes in 
precipitation and evapotranspiration.  
 
 
Award: Peter Fleming Award 
Principal Investigator: Dr Jos Barlow, University of East Anglia  
Co-Investigators: Toby Alan Gardner (UEA), Dr Reinaldo Barbosa (instituto Nacional de Pesquisas da 
Amazonia), Dr William Overal (Goeldi Museum), Dr Luiz Carlos Ruiz Pessenda (University of San Paulo)  
Project Title: Biodiversity and Ecosystem Response to Forest Fires in Amazonian Forests  
Abstract: The project aimed to research the longer-term effects of the current fire dynamic in tropical rainforests, 
providing information about biodiversity, climate-change and the long-term sustainability of the world's tropical 
forests. Fieldwork sites was conducted in Para (representing core Amazonian forest) and Roraima (representing 
transitional forest).  
 
 
Award: Ralph Brown Expedition Award 
Principal Investigator: Iwona Conlan, University of Melbourne, Australia  
Co-Investigators: Dr Bounthanh Bounvilay (National University of Laos), Phoumyenh Khounthikourmanne, Prof 
Ian Rutherfurd (University of Melbourne), Prof Brian Finlayson (University of Melbourne), Dr James Grove (Dept of 
Civil Engineering).  
Project Title: The Geomorphology of Pools along the Lower-Mekong River in Southeast Asia and the 
Transboundary Impacts of River Basin Development.  
Abstract: This research project investigated the geomorphic processes and hydrological conditions responsible 
for the maintenance of large pools on the lower-Mekong River. Pools on the currently unregulated Mekong form an 
important dry-season habitat for numerous fish species and are at risk of filling in with sediment if large scale 
hydropower development proceeds on the upper-Mekong in China.  
 
 
 
Award:  Thesiger-Oman International Research Fellowships  (Physical Geography)  
Principal Investigator: Dr Conall MacNiocaill, University of Oxford  
Co-Investigators: James Hollingsworth (Cambridge), Dr Richard Walker (Oxford), Ali Eshraghi (Geological 
Survey of Iran)  
Project Title: Mountain Building in North Eastern Iran  
Abstract: This project aimed to determine the history and topographic evolution of the desert region of NE Iran in 
response to the uplift of the region at the northernmost part of the Arabian-Eurasia continental collision. The 
project was performed in collaboration with the Geological Survey of Iran. The project planned to deliver important 
constraints on how the region accommodates the shortening on active faults. In particular, the team investigated 
the rates and duration of mountain building, and the impacts the mountains have had on the physical environment. 
The project combined observations on the geomorphology with palaeomagnetic analysis of rocks from NE Iran. 
The results are important for geographic and geological studies of Iran, and will provide important constraints on 
the hazard posed to local populations by active faults.  
 

 



 

 

Early Career Researchers: Post PhD 
Award: RGS- IBG Small Research Grants  
Principal Investigator: Dr Mitchell Rose, University of Hull  
Project Title: Monumental Vistas: Exploring the Landscape of the Giza Plateau  
Abstract: This project was a phenomenological study of the Giza plateau in Egypt, the site of the tree largest 
pyramids and the Sphinx. Specifically the project explored two questions: 1. How the Giza landscape provides 
resources for Egyptians to imagine ‘who they are’; and. 2. How those imaginations work to cultivate the 
landscape’s ongoing existence as a place. The aim was to describe how Egyptian identity takes shape ‘in the 
world’, that is, how Egyptians come to a sense of self in and through the landscape and how the landscape’s 
presence is secured though that process.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Muki Haklay, University College London  
Project Title: Bottom Up Mapping: Development of Software Toolkit to Enable the Creation of Free and 
Collaborative Geospatial Data Collection  
Abstract: "OpenStreetMap" is a bottom-up, Collaborative Commons-based project to develop free digital mapping 
information of the world. It is currently restricted to technically-savvy participants able to deal with the technical 
difficulties of acquiring and integrating geospatial information. The objectives of the research were to develop and 
test software which enables lay members of the public to participate and populate the map for use by themselves 
and anyone worldwide.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Katie Walsh, University of London  
Project Title: Britishness in the Gulf: Race, Intimacy and Belonging  
Abstract: The main aims of this research were to: 1. Advance the geographical understanding of the significance 
of race and intimacy in the constitution of British expatriate belonging; 2. Collect qualitative material in four Gulf 
cities that will assist in the logical planning, theoretical design and implementation of more extensive future 
research in the region; 3. Identify and interview key ‘gatekeepers’ to the British expatriate ‘community’ and collect 
informal ethnographic material through these contacts; 4. Identify key types of cross-cultural relationships and their 
spatialisation in order to develop representative sampling methods for future research; and, 5. Establish new 
institutional networks in the region.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Matthew Jones, University of Nottingham  
Project Title: Holocene Hydrological Variability in the Badia of Jordan  
Abstract: This project aimed to establish the first detailed proxy records of hydrological change in the Jordanian 
Badia, particularly though the Holocene, i.e. the last 11,500 years, a time period which is of interest both 
anthropogenically and climatically. A continuous sedimentary archive of environmental change exists within the 
lake basins across Jordan. Using physical, chemical and biological indicators, analysed from the lake sediments, 
along with a number of dating techniques, the project aimed to understand lake level variability, climatic variation, 
and therefore water availability through time.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Stephen Legg, University of Nottingham  
Project Title: From Anti-Colonialism to De-Colonialism: Spaces of Nationalism in Delhi, 1930-1960  
Abstract: The objectives of this research were to analyse recently released material from the Delhi CID relating to 
the colonial period that compliments Legg’s existing research. Legg states that it gives an unprecedented insight 
into the minutiae of various social movements, whether anti-colonial, socialist or communalist, as well as into the 
management of crime in the city. The information was combined with work in the Law Courts and translations of 
Urdu documents in the National Archive. The second objective was to catalogue the available sources for 
analysing Delhi immediately after independence, so as to allow the formation of detailed spaces of colonialism 
research proposal.  
 

 



 

 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Richard Pope, University of Derby  
Project Title: Developing a Robust Chronological Framework for Evaluating Long-Term Alluvial Fan 
Development, Sfakian Costal Piedmont, Southern Crete  
Abstract: The key research objectives were to: 1. Collect additional samples for optically stimulated luminescence 
(OSL) dating to refine a highly promising preliminary fan geochronology; 2. Independently confirm and argument 
the preliminary fan geochronology by undertaking U-series dating of pedogenic carbonates formed within 
stratigraphically important palaeosols buried between fan gravels; 3. Establish how fundamental morphological 
and sedimentaological characteristics of alluvial fans vary across the piedmont zone by undertaking investigations 
at additional study sites; and, 4. Confirm whether the processes and patterns of fan evolution are broadly similar 
by undertaking detailed analysis of fan sediments and post-incisive fan surface soils.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Heather Winlow, Bath Spa University  
Project Title: Heritage Interpretation and National Identity in Ireland  
Abstract: The research objectives included: 1. An evaluation of the extent to which selected heritage sites 
promote a nationalist perspective of Irish identity; 2. An evaluation of whether alternative perspectives of ‘Irishness’ 
are being portrayed; and, 3. An investigation of whether the portrayal of Irish identities varies between state funded 
and independently funded heritage sites.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Andrew Bradley, University of Reading  
Project Title: Colonist Agriculture, Ecological Connectivity and Forest Re-Growth in the Humid Tropical Forests of 
Bolivia  
Abstract:  
The research objectives aimed to understand how agricultural decision making influenced ecological connectivity 
and carbon storage in the humid tropical forest of Chapare, Bolivia. This is a region of coca leaf cultivation (an 
ingredient for cocaine) and the land cover in the 1980s-90s was determined by a strong coca economy followed by 
aggressive anti coca policies. The research explored the complexity and the potential value of the forest transition 
for ecological bridges and carbon sequestration. Of interest is whether the election of Evo Morales may see these 
drivers and patterns change with legalisation of coca cultivation.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Sara MacKian, University of Manchester  
Project Title: Reflexive Parenting: Exploring the Social and Cultural Embeddedness of Parental Decision Making  
Abstract: This research focused upon: 1. Mapping the social and cultural context of infant care in Sweden;  
2. Comparing the landscape of potential reflexive communities of parenting in Sweden and England; 3. 
Contributing to the debate in the social sciences around the nature of reflexive modernisation; 4. Enabling the 
meeting of researchers to develop international collaboration and further project planning; and, 5. Developing a 
programme of ongoing collaborative research in this field.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Stuart Elden, Durham University  
Project Title: International River Boundaries Database (IRBD)  
Abstract: International boundaries take a range of forms but those within dynamic natural features such as rivers 
have proved to be particularly problematic in application and as catalysts for disputes. Yet no systematic and 
accurate survey of the dispersion of river boundaries, or the legal terminology used in their definition, has ever 
been undertaken. The objective of this project was to produce an International River Boundaries Database to 
begin to address this under researched subject. This will provide essential foundation for work by boundary 
scholars, international lawyers and physical geographers in predicating potential boundary disputes and promoting 
cooperative management of boundary watercourses.  
 
 
Award: EPSRC Geographical Research Grants 

 



 

Principal Investigator: Dr Clare Bond, University of Glasgow  
Project Title: Ethics, Geology and Hazardous Waste Disposal: International Processes and Outcomes  
Abstract: The objective of this research was to asses how people's perception of risk, in relation to hazardous 
waste storage, affects the way they interpret geological data. Depending on the end-use of an interpreted 
geological dataset, the risk associated with a 'wrong' interpretation can vary e.g. the difference between storing 
hazardous waste (environmental damage/ health risk) or extracting oil (economic risk). This research investigated 
whether people's perception of risk may affect their decision-making behaviour and the final interpretation 
(outcome) and whether this has implications for the differing levels of 'wariness' in interpretational behaviour 
(process).  
 
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr John Lindsay, University if Manchester  
Project Title: Monitoring Drainage Density Dynamics using a Sensor Network  
Abstract: The aim of this research was to determine: 1) the along-stream density of sensors needed to 
characterise stream-length fluctuations; 2) the frequency of measurements needed to characterise stream-length 
fluctuations; and 3) the degree of spatial variability, among branches of the stream network, in stream-length 
fluctuations  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Linda See, University of Leeds  
Project Title: Comparison of Operational Flood Frequency Approaches with Artificial Neural Networks  
Abstract: The objectives of this research were to: 1) apply two accepted hydrological methods for the estimation 
of extreme floods to a set of ungauged catchments in the UK; 2) develop artificial neural network models for the 
estimation of extreme floods for these same ungauged catchments; 3) compare the accepted methods with the 
neural network results and to assess suitability of the latter approach for operational use; and 4) disseminate the 
results to the academic and wider community.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Florian Pappenberger, Lancaster University  
Project Title: Integration of Participatory Approaches into the Calibration of Flood Inundation Modelling: A Pilot 
Study  
Abstract: The objective of this research project was to pioneer a study into a methodology for incorporating 
stakeholder participation and their considerations of risk upstream into the process of model calibration and 
performance assessment. This kind of risk-based and participatory approach was novel in its departure from the 
more typical end-of-project style of downstream engagement with ‘end users’. The project aimed to provide initial 
data and preliminary modelling results by conducting a focus group meeting to identify consequences of particular 
concern and integrated the results into an initial modelling exercise.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Wouter Buytaert, Lancaster University  
Project Title: Climate Change Impact on Hydropower and Urban Water Supply: A Case Study in the Ecuadorian 
Andes  
Abstract: Many mountain environments are characterized by high water production and provide the surrounding 
lowlands with a reliable water source, but these areas are particularly sensitive to climate change. In the 
Ecuadorian Andes, the upper Andean paramo ecosystem provides more than 90% of the water supply of the city 
of Cuenca. During dry periods, it is also the only water supply of the Amaluza dam, generation more than 50% of 
Ecuador’s electricity. In this study, a modelling approach was used to assess the impact of the IPCC 2xCo2 
scenario on the water supply of Cuenca and the Amaluza dam.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Phil Jones, University of Birmingham  
Project Title: An Investigation of Motorway Service Stations as Exemplar of Issues Surrounding the Maintenance 
and Potential for Retrofitting Sustainable Drainage Technologies  

 



 

Abstract: Sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) are playing an increasingly important role in the management of 
surface water, particularly in the light of the EU Water Framework Directive. Motorway service stations have 
offered good locations for demonstration projects, due to a combination of large impermeable surfaces and diffuse 
source pollution. This project sought first to investigate the issue of longer-term maintenance on sites with SuDS 
installed and how these systems are now regarded by the businesses operating them. Second, the potential (and 
business appetite) for retrofitting SuDS into pre-existing service station sites was also explored.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr James Whyatt, Lancaster University  
Project Title: Regional and Seasonal Variability of Air Pollution in the UK under a Changing Climate  
Abstract: Recent studies have highlighted the need to account for the effects of climate change when estimating 
the potential effectiveness of emission reduction strategies on air pollution. This research sought to investigate 
these issues, with particular focus on the expected seasonality of climate change impacts at the regional scale 
within the UK. Existing air pollution models were employed within an uncertainty estimation framework giving the 
ability to incorporate the uncertainty associated with the modelling process and that associated with the climate 
change scenario(s) used. 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr William Blake, University of Plymouth  
Project Title: Floodplain Sedimentation in Logged Tropical Rainforests  
Abstract: Enhanced river sediment loads have detrimental impacts on downstream ecosystems (e.g. coral reefs) 
and communities (e.g. eater quality, fisheries). Recent research in Malaysia demonstrated the complexity in soil 
erosion and river sediment transport processes following selective rotational logging of rain forested river 
catchments. This project derived a 100+ year record of sedimentation on a floodplain downstream of an area 
selectively logged since the 1970's.  
 

Early Career Researchers: Postgraduates  
Award: Slawson Awards 
Principal Investigator: Troy Sternberg (University of Oxford)  
Project Title: Water and Land Use in Change in the Mongolian Environment  
Abstract: Since the end of Soviet-style communism in 1990 the Mongolian countryside has experienced a loss of 
government support and regulation and encountered economic pressure to maximise use of natural systems. This 
progression has disrupted established rural water supplies and land use practices, particularly among the region's 
nomadic pastoralists. As water resources, mobility patterns, and land tenure evolve the environmental implications 
of this pastoral transformation remains little studies. By examining water and land use change in the Mongolian 
countryside this research can contribute to a better understanding of ongoing human and ecological processes in 
arid regions.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Alexandra Conliffe (University of Oxford)  
Project Title: The Rio Conventions: Multi-Scalar Synergies, Trade-Offs and Impacts on Local Livelihoods in the 
Aral Sea Region  
Abstract: Using an interdisciplinary approach incorporating scientific and social scientific lines of enquiry, this 
project aimed to examine the synergies and tradeoffs that exist between the ‘Rio Conventions’: the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Convention to Combat Desertification (CCD), and the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). Through case work in Uzbekistan, the research cut across four 
overlapping layers of analysis (household, community, national and international) to understand the 
socioeconomic, political and institutional local realities in which global conventions are implemented. The research 
responded to calls to better understand the interlinkages between international environmental policy-making and 
on-ground realities.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Julie Taylor (University of Oxford)  
Project Title: Indigenous Knowledge and Geographic Information Systems in Namibia's West Caprivi  

 



 

Abstract: This doctoral research focuses on significant issues concerning environmental conservation, culture and 
human development in rural southern Africa. It is innovative in terms of its focus on the growing use of GIS for 
development and natural resource management in Namibia. Using participatory mapping and GIS as tools, local 
indigenous knowledge about natural resources can be tapped for the purposes of environmental planning, 
decision-making and monitoring by local communities, environmental NGOs and state agencies.  
 
 
Award: Hong Kong Research Grant 
Principal Investigator: John Gates (University of Oxford)  
Project Title: Groundwater Recharge and Palaeohydrology of the Badain Jaran Region, Chinese Inner Mongolia  
Abstract: As a result of numerous tracer-based hydrological studies over the past 30 years, it has become known 
that the groundwaters of many arid zones worldwide are paleowaters, recharged during wetter climates prior to the 
Holocene. In such areas the resources are effectively non-renewable, and should be managed accordingly. In the 
Badain Jaran Desert in Chinese Inner Mongolia, shallow groundwater underlies the whole of the region, and even 
emerges as spring fed lakes in many interdune areas. Though the sources for the water have not been 
established, the perceived abundance of groundwater has led to recent proposals that it be allocated for the 
growing agricultural and industrial needs of nearby Gansu Province.  
 
Utilizing a range of chemical and isotopic tools, this project aimed to determine the recharge sources, rates and 
mean residence times for shallow groundwater in the Badain Jaran. This information is immediately relevant to 
water resource management, greatly improving the understanding of groundwater resources in this area. 
Moreover, the study area provided an excellent opportunity for novel palaeohydrologic research, since this cold 
desert environment is in contrast to conditions in previous palaeo-recharge studies, and the region’s climatic 
fluctuations over the past 10,000 years have been fairly well established through other lines of evidence. Stable 
isotope data from a preliminary field visit in 2005 gave early indications that the groundwaters of the shallow 
Quaternary aquifer are of Pleistocene origin and may be in hydraulic connection with the Hexi Corridor and Qilian 
Mountain Range.  
 
During the 2006 field session lasting approximately 5 weeks, samples were taken from 19 wells, 6 lakes, 2 rainfall 
events (both rainfall and runoff sampled in each) and 2 unsaturated zone profiles. Analyses are ongoing and 
include major ions, trace elements, stable isotopes, tritium, radiocarbon, 13C and noble gases.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Jennifer Hsu (University of Cambridge)  
Project Title: The Effects of Internal Labour Migration on the Relationship Between Civil Society and the 
Government of the People's Republic of China  
Abstract: This research aimed to explore the impact of internal labour migration on the relationship between civil 
society organisations (CSOs) and the People’s Republic of China (PRC) government, particularly in Beijing and 
Shanghai. A total of 39 interviews were conducted in Beijing and Shanghai with migrant CSOs and relevant 
institutions. Initial results indicate that Shanghai migrant CSOs had more established relationships with 
governmental bodies when compared to Beijing. At this juncture, migrant CSOs in Beijing and Shanghai are 
undertaking much needed services for migrant workers and their cooperation with government bodies is likely to 
further their reach to migrant workers.  
 
 
Award: Henrietta Hutton Research Grants 
Principal Investigator: Caitlin O’Neill, University College London  
Project Title: Social exclusion in Cambodia: an investigation into how Khmer women with impairments negotiate 
socially-constructed notions of 'disability'  
Abstract: As a result of its recent history, Cambodia has a disproportionate number of citizens living with 
disabilities. In Cambodia, as in most societies, those with disabilities are marginalised. This project studied how 
Cambodian women with disabilities cope, how they are labelled, and how their disability affects their chances in 
life.  
 
 

 



 

Principal Investigator: Julia Toone, Loughborough University  
Project Title: River morphology of Drôme  
Abstract: The River Drôme is aggrading and degrading over small spatial scales and at a rapid rate. This 
research continued research from a field site established in May 2005. The overall project aims were to explore 
the relationship between channel morphology and macroinvertebrate ecology in zones that are characteristic of 
different phases of channel adjustment (alluvial, bedrock and mixed alluvial-bedrock zones). The specific aims for 
the 2006 field campaign were: 1) to sample macro invertebrate communities distributed through distinct zones of 
bedrock, mixed bedrock-alluvial and alluvial morphology; and 2) to compare macro invertebrate communities 
found dispersing in the drift over a distinct structure and in the gravel substrates lining it.  
 
 
Award: British Airways Travel Bursaries 
Principal Investigator: Shova Thapa, University of Sussex  
Project Title: Benefits of nature conservation: implications of economic instruments to reduce human-wildlife 
conflict and the role of institutions in providing social-ecological resilience: A case study from Royal Bardia 
National Park, Nepal.  
Abstract: Part of a wider project, this research aimed to find out the impacts of incentive measures and 
management approaches used to resolve park-people conflict and to explore innovative and management 
strategies for resource conservation. The specific aims of the research were: 1) To verify and improve the 
knowledge of the community behavior of resource exploitation (exploration of the cases when communities are 
motivated towards extraction as well as the causes which initiate the conflict); and 2) To initiate collective leaning 
of stakeholders (communities, park managers, INGOs and NGOs managers) on system components and dynamic 
processes with respect to the social-ecological system of Royal Bardia National Park.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Gabriel Eshun, University of Leicester  
Project Title: Ecotourism, post colonialism and natural resource management in Ghana  
Abstract: This research aimed to explore the interrelationship between Ghana’s signatory to the international 
convention(s) on biodiversity and how that has resulted in new and modified policies, prompting community based 
ecotourism development initiatives (CBE) for the conservation of the country’s biodiversity and for the 
development of its rural communities. Also the research investigated the effects (environmental/conservation, 
socio-cultural, and economic) of ecotourism development on Kakum National Park in Ghana, and explored issues 
of community participation and conflict resolution.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Padma Marepalli Rohilla, Queen's University Belfast  
Project Title: Conservation and redevelopment of colonial heritage in Delhi and  
Pondicherry  
Abstract: The research aimed to test the applicability of a value-based, stakeholder participatory approach to 
conservation and redevelopment of colonial built heritage in Delhi and Pondicherry.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Michael O'Regan, University of Brighton  
Project Title: ICT and the independent traveler: mobility and connections  
Abstract: The aim of this research was to examine how, to whom and why independent travellers or 
"backpackers" communicate their mobility thus enabling a greater understanding of the uses people make of new 
and emerging information communications technology (ICT) and their effects on the traveller and the travel 
experience.  
 

Expeditions, Fieldwork and Independent Travel 
Award: Neville Shulman Challenge Award 
Principal Investigator: Patrick and Sue Cunningham  
Project Title: Xingu: The Cerrados to the Amazon  

 



 

Abstract: This project followed the course of the Xingu River in Brazil by boat from its source in Xavante territory 
and on through the Xingu Indigenous Park and other indigenous and non-indigenous areas and settlements, to the 
town of Altamira where the river joins the Amazon, a total distance of about 2000km. The objective of the 
expedition was to assess the current situation of the indigenous people, in terms of their health, education, culture 
and security, and to evaluate and compare the state of conservation of forests both within and outside protected 
areas. The project involved close collaboration with Brazilian official and non-governmental organisations at both 
local and national levels.  
 
 
Award: Journey of a Lifetime Award 
Principal Investigator: Jessica Boyd & Bill Finnegan  
Project Title: Deep in the Rubbish with Cairo’s Zabbaleen  
Abstract:  
Jessica and Bill waded deep into the rubbish of Cairo, one of the world’s most vibrant and dynamic cities. The 
subject was the Zabbaleen – the ‘rubbish people’ – an ethnically distinct community of 25,000 who inhabit the slum 
of Manshiet Nasr. The Zabbaleen are the world’s great recyclers, and they owe their living to the city’s mountains 
of waste. The radio program traced the Zabbaleen’s route along the Nile from their traditional homeland, exploring 
a rich oral history rife with challenges. The trip also documented their daily routine: the collection of rubbish from 
homes by truck or donkey cart, the sorting, by hand, of glass from plastic, metal from cardboard, and the final 
transformation of these ‘raw materials’ into products useable by industry.  
 
Award: Geographical Fieldwork Grants 
Project:Cambodia Ornothological Expedition 
Abstract: The team visited an area little studied by biologists, where they caught and ringed approximately 500 
birds, contributing to urgently needed data for several endangered species. They gained useful information on the 
distribution and population size of known and endangered bird taxa and the habitat requirements of several 
endangered waterbird species, identifying several areas for development in both monitoring and management 
fields. The team also caught a specimen previously unrecorded in Cambodia, highlighting the need for further 
research. 
 
 
Project:Whale Shark Expedition, Maldives 2006 
Abstract: During this project the team conducted a site fidelity study of the whale shark in collaboration with the 
Shark Research Institute. Photographs of gill spot patterns, dorsal fin shape and prominent markings or scars 
were taken to identify each individual shark. Biopsy sampling was also taken where conditions and shark 
behaviour allowed, aiming to add the genetic fingerprints of Mauritian whale sharks to the genetic archive. In total 
26 different sharks were encountered with the team obtaining 10 tissue samples. 
 
 
Project: Chagos 2006- British Indian Ocean Territories 
Abstract: This expedition continues and expands upon research commenced 10 years previously on the 1996 
Chagos expedition. Coral reef monitoring (coral and fish populations) will be continued and embellished upon, and 
by extension, a study of the biogeography of Chagos species (including marine turtles) and linkages with other 
western Indian Ocean locations. Erosion of both reef structure and islands will be assessed for change since 1996 
and resurveys of seabird populations will be completed. 
 
 
Project:Untamed Rivers of New Britain Expedition 
Abstract: Exploration and mapping of Ora Cave and associated dolines. To explore previously unexplored areas, 
sink holes and caves to the south, west and north of Ora Cave. To carry out aeriel and surface reconnaissance of 
the previously unvisited northern karst boundary.  
 
 
Project: Durham University Coral Awareness and Research Expedition, Philippines 

 



 

Abstract: The team followed up on the work of DU-CARE 2004 and 2005 with a further two months spent in the 
Philippines. A total of 76 reef check transects were completed off the islands of Cebu, Bohol and Leyte. 
Anthropological studies were also carried out, interviewing legal and illegal fishermen, Fish Wardens, Coast 
Guards, Dive Centres and locals, gaining insights into the complex issues surrounding reef conservation in the 
Philippines.  
 
 
Project: OUCC Chica 2006 Expedition 
Abstract: The team aimed to further explore the possibility of an underground connection between upper caverns 
within the Monte Las Mujeres region of the Picos western massif and the Culiembro resurgence at the foot of the 
Cares gorge, over 1km below. They hoped to find new entrances high in the region of the Picos, to assess 
hydrology and inaccessible inter-cave connections with dye-tracing analysis and cave-diver collaborations and to 
measure the effect of explorer presence on cave ecosystems.   
 
 
Project: Project Borneo 2006 
Abstract: This project compared small mammal communities in primary and secondary forest. 
Alongside the main  
 
Project: OU canopy diversity expedition to Trinidad 2006 
Abstract: The team aim to do the first detailed study of the forest canopy in Trinidad, using expertise gained in 
industrial rope climbing techniques in the UK to carry out diversity studies of the epiphytes and invertebrate. The 
team will compare the species richness and composition in different forest types and compare different species for 
their suitability as indicators of forest quality and diversity 
 
 
Project: Rural livelihoods and change in the Arusha region of Tanzania 
Abstract: The research intended to investigate how rural Maasai and non-Maasai communities are being affected 
by current and planned development projects in the Arusha region of Tanzania. Conducted over seven weeks, a 
number of field sites visits were undertaken, working alongside local partners to conduct a number of interviews, 
discussion groups and debates within community members on a range of topics.  
 
 
Project: Peoples relationship with nature- a case study of two Bolivian villages 
Abstract: A group of Edinburgh University students interested in the issues associated with tropical forest 
deforestation travelled to Bolivia under the banner of Project Bosque. This study focussed on the environmental 
awareness of the people living in two villages in the North Eastern Bolivia. The peoples relationship with nature 
was studied through the methods of observation and semi-structured interviews.  
 
 
Project: Project Mbegu 
Abstract: The aim of project Mbegu was to complement current plant conservation efforts in the Shumba Hills, 
Kwale district, Kenya; one of the last remaining fragments of the coastal forest of East Africa. In situ conservation 
measures were supported by providing updated information on the conservation status of several rare and 
endemic plants and collecting specimens new to the local and national checklist. Fieldwork was conducted ion 
collaboration with the National Museums of Kenya, Seeds for Life, and with the cooperation of the Kenya Wildlife 
Service.  
 
 
Project: Gambia 2006 
Abstract: Building on the previous year's expedition, Gambia 2006 aimed to blend zoological research with 
community based projects and geographical education, promoting conservation and environmental awareness. 
Working with local professionals the team pursued several projects: research on the fauna of a local forest park, 
renovation of the buildings and grounds of a village school, and running a short summer school.  
 
 
Project: Cameroon cultural survival expedition 
Abstract: The team’s objectives were to record the relationship between indigenous cultures and the geography 
of the areas they inhabit, to produce both paper and digital mapping products depicting land use, in terms of both 

 



 

culture and natural resources, and ensure their distribution to the forest communities and organisations within the 
Cameroon.  
 
 
Project: Exercise Jurassic Shark Cocos Island Costa Rica 2006 
Abstract: Exercise Jurassic Shark was a Tri-Service adventurous training expedition to Cocos Island, Costa Rica. 
The expedition successfully tagged 15 Scalloped Hammerhead Sharks under the direction of the Director of Field 
Operations from the Shark Research Institute (SRI). 
 
 
Project: Santeria tourism in Cuba expedition 
Abstract: The aim of the project was to determine how the emergence of tourism has affected the traditional Afro-
Cuban belief system of Santeria in Cuba. Using the annual Festival del Fuego and Carnival as case studies, the 
team studied an afro-Cuban folkloric group and a British cultural tour company in Santiago.  
 
 
Project: Project Southern Andes 2006 
Abstract: The aim of this project was to improve our understanding of the nature and timing of mid-Quaternary 
glaciations in southern South America and the climate and landscape processes that account for it. In this regard, 
the team used cosmogenic surface exposure ages to constrain the timing of deposition of well-preserved glacial 
and glacio-fluvial landforms across a range of latitudes in southern South America. An ice sheet model was used 
to identify possible climatic scenarios and landscape evolution that is consistent with the observed terrestrial 
record of Quaternary glacial maxima. 
 
Project: The Sindisa Expedition 2006 
Abstract: The expedition spent three months working on Ibo Island in northern Mozambique, in collaboration with 
the Sindisa Foundation. The team helped to build and establish a conservation and education centre on Ibo Island 
in collaboration with a developing tourism lodge, Ibo Island Safaris. A research programme was also carried out to 
review the socio-economic impacts of tourism development on the local community and environment, and to set 
up a monitoring protocol for understanding the short and long-term impacts of the lodge.  
 
 
Project: Costa Rica Geohazards Expedition 2006 
Abstract: The primary aim was to research and produce geohazard maps of Rincon de la Vieja volcano and the 
adjacent coastal plain, using Landsat imagery and SRTM elevation data. In addition, the team tested the use of 
low-cost satellite-based techniques in a developing country, and to achieve some technology transfer to local 
disaster management workers.  
 
 
Project: Belo Conservation Project 
Abstract: This expedition sought to survey the reptile and amphibian diversity and abundance in differing land use 
types in the Bamenda Highlands of Cameroon. Operating out of Anyajua and Belo, the Kilum-Ijim Mountain Forest 
was examined in addition to cultivated land.  Efforts were made to liaise with the local community through public 
meetings and initiatives to assist with sustainable development included a workshop on the sustainable harvest of 
bark from the African Cherry tree. The benefits of local herpetofauna for ecotourism were discussed, and an 
information leaflet produced for visitors. 
 
 
Project: Hong Meigui Tian Xing 2006 
Abstract: The expedition will continue exploration of Zhuang Yan Keng, a vertical cave previously pushed to a 
significant streamway, which has 700m depth potential and is key to understanding the hydrology of the area. 
 
 
Project: Education Bosque 
Abstract: The principal aim is to create an environmental education programme (EE), focused on sustainability 
forestry through various theatrical devices, which will communicate to school children in Bolivia the need for 
environmental awareness in their generation. The programme will highlight the important relationship between 
people and the environment and include participatory theatre workshops encouraging children to actively explore 
environmental issues and hold group discussions where children can raise their opinions regarding human 
interaction with the environment. 
 

 



 

 
Project: Trinidad 2006 Glasgow Exploration Society 
Abstract: The 2006 expedition was the thirteenth expedition to Trinidad organised by Glasgow University's 
exploration society. The aim was to undertake research that will help conserve Trinidad's amphibian species. To 
achieve this, the team researched aspects of anuran reproductive biology. 
 
 
Project: Environmental Change Turkey 
Abstract: This project aimed to reconstruct the record of climate, vegetation and landscape change in Northern 
Turkey by using a range of proxy indicators from peat, lake and cave speleothem (calcite) deposits. The project 
involved peat and lake core sediments, stalactites/stalagmite sampling and geomorphological GIS mapping. 
 
 
Project: Tree Diversity and Fauna Diversity, Ecuador 
Abstract: The expedition aimed to improve understanding of spatial patterns of biodiversity over tropical forests 
within the high dynamical biodiversity "hotspot" of the Western Amazon using state-of-the-art techniques of remote 
sensing and geographical information systems.  
 
 
Project: Twins Gardens Ethiopia Expedition 2006 
Abstract: The team aimed to investigate the local knowledge and management of natural resources (forest glades 
and honey gathering) by Arsi-Oromo communities within the Garenna forest and to test their scientific relevance, 
providing qualitative and quantitative data to the authorities in a participatory conservation scheme context.  
 
Project: Vascular Epiphyte diversity within the La Chonta forestry concession, Bolivia.     
Abstract: The aim of this study was to assess the diversity of the vascular epiphyte communities in both 
undisturbed and logged natural habitats within the La Chonta reserve, as well as examining the impacts of logging 
on the epiphyte communities present.  
 
 
Project: New Zealand Leiopelma hochstetter Expedition      
Abstract: An investigation into the status of the endemic frog population, Leiopelma hochstetter, in managed and 
non-managed areas of native forest within Hunua Regional Park, North Island, New Zealand.  
 
 
Project: Aberdeen Canopy Expedition Borneo 
Abstract: The expedition consisted of two complimentary projects investigating the distribution of infection of 
epiphytes within the canopy systems of mature Dipterocarp rain forest. Working from a local field centre the team 
identified project sites, installed artificial epiphytes, sampled live epiphytes and surveyed transects.  
 
 
Project: Tomsk Taiga 2006 
Abstract: The overall aim of this project was to provide data for improved protection and utilization of the taiga 
forest near Tomsk, Siberia, in order to help conserve biodiversity and to raise awareness of the social, economic 
and environmental value of the forest. The overall aim was to consider how community management and FSC 
certification could work in the context of social structures and activities.  
 
 
Project: Glasgow Zambia Expedition 2006 
Abstract: The team contributed to the ongoing Darwin Initiative-funded scientific and social projects based in the 
Kasanka National Park, Zambia, which supports a highly varied biodiversity, including the rare wetland antelope 
Sitatunga. The primary objective is to carry out a bio-geographical habitat survey of freshwater and wetland 
systems of the Park, in order to identify major support functions which underpin this biodiversity The aim of this 
research project is to provide baseline data to promote further research into this project.  
 
 
Project: Monsoon Dynamics on the Tibetan Plateau 
Abstract: This project aimed to investigate the changes in summer monsoon rainfall over the Quaternary through 
a detailed geochemical study of Lacustrine sediments from a large lake on the central Tibetan Plateau. The 
purpose of this expedition was to retrieve core material from Dagze Co Lake, map previous high stands, as well as 
conduct a survey of nearby water bodies to determine basic chemical properties and isotopic composition. 

 



 

 
 
Project: Upper Raspaculo River Valley Expedition 2006 
Abstract: This four month expedition, a collaborative effort between the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh and the 
Universities of Edinburgh, Leeds and Belize, was the first to survey the prevalent forest types of the Raspaculo 
watershed. The team initiated monitoring of the impacts of the newly built dam and its reservoir on the area 
immediately upstream. The research carried out will enhance understanding of remote tropical environments and 
provide valuable rapid ecological assessment fieldwork experience.  
 
 
Project: People of the Podocarpus National Park. 
Abstract: The expedition aims to map two small villages and their surrounding area. A particular emphasis will be 
placed on gaining the trust of the local communities in order to research their views on conservation efforts and 
development including mining practices and roads. 
 
 
Project: Cambodian post conflict issues 
Abstract: This project aimed to use qualitative research methods to gain a detailed understanding of the different 
issues that a post-conflict society faces and how Cambodians are participating in and experiencing the changing 
situation and underlying cultural and social processes. Three studies were successfully undertaken: The Meanings 
of Angkor for Cambodian National Identity; Women with Physical Disabilities in Cambodia; and NGO involvement 
in the Media in Cambodia.  
 
 
Project: Mamaco 2006 
Abstract: This expedition sought to carry out an extensive biological survey of an area of previously unexplored 
varzea forest along the eastern side of the Rio Negro, Beni Department, Bolivia. A similar study was carried out 
along the western side of the river in 2005 and was so successful that another team from Glasgow University has 
been put together to further develop our understanding of the conservation importance of this key biodiversity 
area. 
 
 
Project: Madagascar Plover Conservation 
Abstract: The overall aim of this project was to promote the conservation of the Madagascar plover Charadrius 
thoracicus by conducting research on population ecology, distribution and habitat associations in order to inform 
future conservation strategies.  
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Grants for Research and Scientific Expeditions and 
Independent Travel  

Established Researchers 
Award: Peter Fleming Award 
Principal Investigator: Dr Philip Hughes, University of Manchester  
Co-Investigators: Dr Jamie Woodward (Manchester University), Professor Tihomir Marjanac (University of 
Zagreb), Mrs Ljerka Marjanac (Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts).  
Project Title: Quaternary Glacial History of Montenegro.  
Abstract: The aim of this fieldwork was to examine the evidence for Pleistocene glaciation in the Dinaric Alps in 
the Montenegro. Evidence of glaciation in this area was first reported over 100 years ago. However, since this 
time, little progress has been made in understanding the nature of the glaciation. The project planned to involve 
detailed mapping, sedimentological analysis and dating of glacial and periglacial landforms such as moraines, 
erractics, lakes and rock glaciers. Former glacial dimensions were to be reconstructed from field data to allow 

 



 

detailed glacier-climate relationships. Combined with the detailed field mapping and sedimentological and 
geochronological analyses, this project aimed to enable a reconstruction of Mediterranean glacial climates 
unrivalled by any published work undertaken in this region.  
 
 
Award: Ralph Brown Expedition Award 
Principal Investigator: Dr Colin Breen, Centre for Marine and Coastal Research, University of Ulster  
Project Title: An Integrated Marine Survey of the Bagamoyo / Zanzibar Channel, Tanzania.  
Abstract: This project involved a multi-disciplinary marine survey of the coastal zone, waters and seabed of the 
channel between Zanzibar and Bagamoyo on the Tanzanian coast. A research partnership between the University 
of Ulster in Northern Ireland and a number of agencies within Tanzania and Zanzibar was established. The 
research was the first of its kind in this area and contributed significantly to understanding of landscape 
development, marine biodiversity and cultural heritage in the study area.  
 
 
Award:  Thesiger-Oman International Research Fellowships  (Physical Geography)  
Principal Investigator: Professor David S G Thomas, University of Oxford  
Co-Investigators: Professor Andrew Goudie (University of Oxford), Dr Adrian Parker (Oxford Brookes University), 
Dr Asma Al-Farraj (UAE University).  
Project Title: Arabian Quaternary Climate Changes  
Abstract: The aim of the project was to significantly advance knowledge of the late Quaternary dynamics of 
Aeolian and hydrological systems in the desert environments of south-eastern Arabia, focusing upon the temporal 
interplay under fluctuating atmospheric circulation dynamics. The research investigated key sedimentary proxies in 
the UAE and Oman, utilising traditional and new field sampling techniques and robust laboratory procedures to 
further understanding of climate change in south-eastern Arabia, particularly monsoon dynamics in the late glacial 
period to present.  
 
 
Award:  Thesiger-Oman International Research Fellowships  (Human Geography)  
Principal Investigator: Dr Heba Abdel Aziz, Alexandria University, Egypt.  
Co-Investigators: Ahmed Ali M.al-Mikhaini, Majlis a’Shura (Lower House of the Omani parliament)  
Project Title: Reconstructing Omani Nomadic Landscape  
Abstract: This research assesses the impact of tourism on the nomadic lifestyle existing in the eastern province of 
Oman. The province has witnessed a significant increase in tourist numbers recently, thus it is expected there will 
be higher demand on the cultural and natural assets of the region represented by the indigenous nomadic 
communities and their habitats. This research assesses the impact of tourism on the nomadic lifestyle existing in 
the eastern province of Oman. The province has witnessed a significant increase in tourist numbers recently thus it 
is expected there will be higher demand on the cultural and natural assets of the region represented by the 
indigenous nomadic communities and their habitats  
 

Early Career Researchers: Post PhD 
Award: RGS- IBG Small Research Grants  
Principal Investigator: Dr John Byrom, Manchester Metropolitan University  
Project Title: Retailing in Geographically Marginal Locations  
Abstract: This study undertook research into retail provision in remote British Overseas Territories, specifically the 
Falkland Islands to determine how geographical marginalisation affects logistical and supply issues. The project 
aimed to determine how retail provision could be improved for these territories for the benefit of the local 
population  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Jude Hill, University of Exeter  
Project Title: The Matter of Life and Death: Historical Geographies of Material Culture, Medicine and Belief  
Abstract: This project involves the study of British amulets and charms, as used, studied and collected at the 
beginning of the twentieth century. These objects had intense personal meanings for their owners and also 

 



 

became the focus of 'popular' and scientific' interest in this period. In their own right, they have fascinating stories, 
and are also vehicles through which to interrogate many themes bound up with historical geographies of lived 
material culture in relation to; identity formation; medicine, health and mortality; religion and belief; the body, 
emotions and affect; memory; cultures and spaces of science and collecting  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Mark McGuinness, Bath Spa University  
Project Title: Encouraging Sustainable Transport Choices: Understanding Children's Mobility  
Abstract: This research project aims to identify the ways in which sustainable transport infrastructure has been 
designed and used as an educational resource by schools and to examine childrens’ experience of the Safe Route 
to Schools and 'walking bus' initiatives. The project considered the potential of the childrens’ experiences in 
shaping their understanding of future sustainable transport issues and their local travel behaviour and assessed 
the extent to which increased walking or cycling, may increase children's geographical competence and 
independence. 
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Inge Struder, Kingston University  
Project Title: Local Positions and Global Links of Turkish Businesses in Frankfurt/Main, Germany  
Abstract: This research project investigated patterns of businesses owned by men and women of first or second 
generation origin in Frankfurt. The research looked at the network of suppliers and customers linked to these 
businesses, motivations, business goals and staffing strategies and considered gender patterns to these elements.  
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Barbara Rumsby, University of Hull  
Project Title: Unravelling Long-Term Alluvial Fan Deposition upon a Tectonically Active Coastal Piedment  
Abstract: Alluvial fans are potentially sensitive indicators of environmental change, due to their location at the 
upland-lowland boundary, between predominantly erosional and depositional processes. This project used remote 
sensing and in the field techniques to identify the long term depositional history of fans in southern Crete. Specific 
aims were to unravel the Late Quaternary history of the region and to derive a model of fan development.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Harriet Bulkeley, Durham University  
Project Title: Governing Climate Change: Hybrid Networks and New State Spaces  
Abstract: New forms of international cooperation, involving partnerships between national governments, sub-
national governments, private sector actors and non-governmental organisations, are emerging to address climate 
change. This marks a profound shift away from state-based, hierarchical international agreements, towards more 
hybrid forms of governance. In investigating these new networks, this project aimed to develop a new framework 
for analysing the governance of global environmental issues to identify critical questions, issues and case-studies 
for further research. The research resulted in a report for policy-makers highlighting the nature and impact of the 
new governance arrangements examined in the project.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Andrea Nightingale, University of Edinburgh  
Project Title: The Politics of Community Forestry in Nepal: Changing Legal and Political Challenges  
Abstract: This project studied the community forestry policy in relation to the Maoist uprising. The focus was on 
changes in legislation relating to forests and the impact this is having on the formation and daily functioning of 
user-groups. Very little information is available on how the Maoist uprising has affected resource use and 
management in Nepal.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Ben Anderson, Durham University  
Project Title: Imagining the Nanoscale: Hope in/for Nano-Technoscience  
Abstract: Nanotechnology, based on the ability to manipulate living and non-living matter at the nano-scale, is 
anticipated to be one of the defining technologies of the 21st century. The research aimed to describe how the 
nano-scale is imagined by different actors who aim to create hope, or optimism, for the current and future effects 
of nanotechnologies. Within this broad aim the project has two specific objectives: 1. To describe differences in 

 



 

how the nano-metre is imagined as a defined scale compromising of entities with specific capacities; and, 2. To 
explore how imaginations of the nano-scale have implications for the investment of hope in the current and future 
impact of nano-technoscience.  
 
 
Award: EPSRC Geographical Research Grant 
Principal Investigator: Dr Pauline Dibben, Middlesex University  
Project Title: Transport, Social Exclusion and Sustainability in South Africa and Mozambique  
Abstract: This project aimed to evaluate national and regional transport policies in South Africa and Mozambique 
to assess their impact on trade and local economic development for poorer communities. Local research students 
within both countries were involved in the research process. The research findings were used to engage with key 
debates on transport provision and to formulate recommendations for policy and practice.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Will Medd, Lancaster University  
Project Title: Reviewing the Implications of the Water Framework Directive for ‘Building Resilience’ in Flood Risk 
Management  
Abstract: This desk-based research was a pilot project for an interdisciplinary research project on building  
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Stefan Buzar, University of Oxford  
Project Title: Urban ‘Liquefaction’ and Social Exclusion in Post-Industrial City: Mobility and Housing Inequalities in 
Gdansk, Poland  
Abstract: Urban 'liquefaction' is the material manifestation of the shifting nature of post-industrial cities, where 
new technologies shift traditional social and spatial urban patterns. This project examined the relationships 
between liquefaction, mobility and housing among disadvantaged households in Gdansk. It's main aim was to 
pinpoint policy measures that could counter the negative welfare implications of this process.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Mark Pritchard, University of Leeds  
Project Title: Mixing in an Estuarine Plume Lift-Off Zone  
Abstract: This research project attempted to clarify some of the mechanics of flows around river estuaries. Based 
in Whitby, Yorkshire, it attempted to explain some existing anomalies regarding the behaviour of brackish water 
outside estuary mouths.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr James Wright, University of Southampton  
Project Title: Assessing Willingness to Pay for Improved Water Services using Water Collection Behavior: A Desk 
Based Study  
Abstract: This desk-based project entailed three key phases of research: 1) Exploratory mapping of sources and 
households; 2) analysis of water use patterns; and 3) an assessment of the implications for policy. Willingness to 
pay for water was investigated through an analysis of an existing survey data set from sub-Saharan Africa 
regarding water sources and use. The research found that protected water sources did not attract significantly 
more users than unprotected sources, and has made several recommendations for future research.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Ian Andrew Lunt, University of Leeds  
Project Title: Rates and Modes of Bar Migration in a Large Sandy River, Rio Parana, Argentina  
Abstract: Modes of bar migration in large braided rivers have not been studied worldwide. This pilot study used 
ground-penetrating radar profiles and aerial photos to investigate modes of bar migration in the 2km wide Rio 
Parana. Modes of braid bar formation are well documented in smaller rivers and this study described differences in 
braid bar formation of different sized rivers for the first time. This knowledge is highly relevant to the proposed 
construction of a navigation channel along 2100 miles of the Rio Parana.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Dr Neil Macdonald, University of Wales Aberystwyth  

 



 

Project Title: Historical Flood Information: An Under Used Resource  
Abstract: In order to expand current understanding of flood frequency and seasonality this study constructed 
historical flood chronologies for the rivers Severn, Dee, great Ouse, Ouse, Thames and Tyne. A re-evaluation of 
current flood risk estimates was undertaken incorporating the historical information. The research was successful 
in becoming the first assessment of spatial and temporal distribution of flooding on a national scale.  
 

Early Career Researchers: Postgraduates  
Award: Slawson Awards 
Principal Investigator: Lorena Pasquini (University of Sheffield)  
Project Title: Private-Sector Protected Areas and Biodiversity Conservation in the Cape Floristic Region, South 
Africa  
Abstract: Privately owned conservation areas are becoming increasingly important in meeting national 
conservation objectives, but this niche has rarely been academically assessed. This project seeks to explore and 
understand the private conservation sector, in order to direct its growth in a manner that both improves 
conservation and helps achieve other social goals over the long-term.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Emma Whittingham (University of Exeter)  
Project Title: Exploring Local and External Development Interfaces in Changing Fisheries Livelihoods in 
Cambodia  
Abstract: The aim of this research is to explore the different meanings of sustainable development within the 
context of community fisheries development in Cambodia and to understand how global representations of 
sustainable development are transformed locally and the implications of this process on local livelihoods. The 
research focuses on two case studies: the Mekong River in the northern province of Stung Treng on the border of 
Laos, and in the southwest coastal province of Koh Kong on the border with Thailand. Taking a qualitative 
approach, the research attempts to gain in-depth insight from the many people involved in each project, ranging 
from project staff and their partners from provincial and local government, to a range of different households in one 
village where the project works. Through semi-structured interviews and observation the research tries to 
understand the diversity of local livelihoods and encourages people to reflect on their involvement in the 
community fishery and what they perceive to be its purpose. A four-day workshop with national and provincial level 
project staff from the case studies was also held to reflect on their understanding of, and practice in, community 
fisheries.  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Daniel Turner (University of Sheffield)  
Project Title: The Changing Nature of Social & Institutional Support for People Living with HIV/AIDS in Botswana  
Abstract: This research aims to examine the sources, forms and dynamics of formal and informal support crucial 
to people living with HIV/AIDS in Botswana. Research currently focuses on prevention and economic impacts to 
households with little considerartion given to support mechanisms that are vital for those with this biologically and 
socially debilitating and incurable disease. The Masa programme in Botswana began in 2002 and aims to offer 
antiretroviral (ARV) treatment to all AIDS sufferers (Govt. of Botswana 2003). 9 dynamics of support as emphasis 
shifts towards long-term coping strategies.  
 
 
Award: Hong Kong Research Grant 
Principal Investigator: Adam Young (University College London)  
Project Title: Badain Jaran Desert Expedition: Studying Modern Lake Environments  
Abstract: This PhD project built upon pilot investigations of two basins in the Badain Jaran Desert, which showed 
that these lakes have excellent potential to yield high quality data on the climate of the last ~2000 years. The 
project is part of a wider collaboration between Lanzhou University (Gansu Province) and UCL, concerned with 
water resources and climate change in NW China's drylands. The fieldwork consisted of two components, 
sampling depth, pH, salinity, temperature and dissolved oxygen from approximately 25 lakes, and recovering 
sediment cores from six lakes.  
 

 



 

 
Award: Henrietta Hutton Research Award 
Principal Investigator: Emma Clifton-Brown, University of Durham  
Project Title: Research into Schistosomiasis in Malawi  
Abstract: This project aimed to determine the presence of Schistosoma mansoni and Schistosoma haematobium 
in the southern shore of Lake Malawi and to find out the areas in which S. mansoni and S. haematobium are most 
prevalent by means of mapping the snail population and the proportion of the snail populations carrying the 
diseases. Approximately 20 transects were sampled in each of 4 different study locations; Namalaka and Malindi 
on the eastern shore of Lake Malawi and Senga Bay and Monkey Bay on the western shore. Approximately one 
month after the initial sampling each transect was repeated. Bulinus nyassanus was found at the first 3 locations, 
indicating that they are possible Schistosomiasis transmission sites  
 
 
Principal Investigator: Kelly Edmunds, University of East Anglia  
Project Title: Feeding the pigeons: supplementary feeding and wild foods in the endangered Pink Pigeon  
Abstract: The Pink Pigeon is one of the world's rarest pigeons. Lack of suitable feeding habitat is thought to be 
one of the factors limiting the growth of the population. However, it is not known which plants are the most 
important for the Pink Pigeon and, although supplementary food is provided at each site as part of the 
conservation effort, it is not known to what extent the pigeons utilize this food source. This research focused on the 
importance of wild native foods to the species and long-term management guidelines for the future habitat 
restoration and the establishment of further Pink Pigeon sub-populations.  
Award: British Airways Travel Bursaries 
Principal Investigator: Lorena Pasquini (University of Sheffield)  
Project Title: Private-Sector Protected Areas and Biodiversity Conservation in the Cape Floristic Region, South 
Africa  
Abstract: Privately owned conservation areas are becoming increasingly important in meeting national 
conservation objectives, but this niche has rarely been academically assessed. This project seeks to explore and 
understand the private conservation sector, in order to direct its growth in a manner that both improves 
conservation and helps achieve other social goals over the long-term.  
 

Expeditions, Fieldwork and Independent Travel 
Award: Neville Shulman Challenge Award 
Principal Investigator: Damien Welch  
Project Title: Exploring Lost Knowledge: Sailing and Navigation in Post-Traditional Polynesia  
Abstract: This project aims to understand the tradition of canoes in the Tokelauan culture. With the acceptable 
period for safer ocean sailing before cyclone season- bearing in mind, the expedition will build and test a traditional 
canoe. Sailing between the atoll group's islands is expected to take 2 to 5 days, depending on wind and craft 
conditions. Final checks and work will be carried out in Fakaofo before heading for Western Samoa, 300 miles and 
5-10 days away. The option to return the canoe to Atafu on the MV Tokelau exists, this is considered a valuable 
contingency for the cyclone season. Currently postponed.  
 
 
Award: Journey of a Lifetime Award 
Principal Investigator: Chris Brown  
Project Title: Moving with the Kharnak  
Abstract: In January 2005 Chris Brown journeyed to the Himalayan territory of Ladakh in northern India to live and 
travel with a nomadic tribe called the Kharnak. The Kharnak are nomadic pastoralists who travel across hundreds 
of miles of high-altitude valleys and mountain passes with their herds of yak and pashmina goats in search of fresh 
pasture. The resulting radio programme focused on Chris’ numerous attempts to reach the Kharnak in what was 
the worst winter for 32 years. Despite his horse dying, breaking a bone in his hand and being arrested by the 
Indian Army, Chris finally made it through to Dat, the winter home of the Kharnak, only to find that just one tenth of 
the tribe remained there. The future is uncertain for these people, without assistance with education and 
healthcare. Unless they are given some autonomy over the pashmina market that they supply it is almost 
inevitable that their culture will disappear.  

 



 

 
 
Award: Geographical Fieldwork Grants 
Project: Hong Meigui Zhondian Draughting Holes 2006.       
Abstract: Building on work by previous Hong Meigui Caving Expeditions, the team planned to locate cave 
entrances that may connect to cave systems of 1500-2500m depth. By scouting in winter, they hoped to be able to 
spot draughting holes more easily by the areas of melted snow around the entrances.  
 
 
Project: Pallas’ Cat Project 
Abstract: This study was designed to address a lack of understanding of the basic ecology and conservation 
issues facing Pallas' Cat, a small cat species endemic to Central Asia. The long term aim is to provide data on 
Pallas' cat spatial and resource utilisation behavioural aspects of ecology which are of prime importance for 
adequate conservation management and for habitat suitability analyses.  
 
 
Project: Woolly Monkey Project 
Abstract: The expedition had two main focuses: a census of the 7 species of primates in the Amacayacu National 
Park, with the involvement of six indigenous communities, to determine their current conservation status; and 
implementation of a community-based education project focusing on woolly monkeys (Lagothrix Lagothricha).  
 
 
Project: Tanzania 2005- Urinary Schistosoma 
Abstract: The primary aim of the project was to collect baseline data on the prevalence of the Schistosoma 
parasite along the eastern shore of Lake Tanganyika. In addition the team wished to identify sites of transmission 
and risk behaviours. Urine samples from nearly 2000 children in four wards were tested for the parasite, and 
participants questioned regarding their water use. Water sources in each ward were also observed and assessed, 
with snails sampled for the parasitic infection. Although no parasites were found, a number of potential risk 
behaviours and evidence of foci of infection were identified. 
 
 
Project: Gambia 2005 
Abstract: Gambia 2005 aimed to blend zoological research with geographical education, combining to promote 
conservation and environmental awareness in the next generation of young Africans. Working with local 
professionals the team split into two separate but intertwined projects: research on the fauna of the park, linking to 
the local village primary school where the team funded and stocked a library as well as ran a short summer school. 
 
 
Project: Biodiversity value of primary forest corridors in the Brazilian Amazon 
Abstract: The aim of this project was to evaluate the biodiversity conservation value of linear forest corridors in an 
exploited landscape in the Brazilian Amazon. This included collecting detailed information on flora and fauna, 
comparing the utilisation of forest corridors by different species, and an examination of the differences in patterns 
of diversity speciffically assessing the characteristics of corridors and continuous forest.  
 
 
Project: Stakeholder Discourses on Anthropogenic Fire 
Abstract: The expedition aimed to provide empirical evidence of existing stakeholder discourses on 
anthropogenic fire in Cape York. This empirical social analysis complements the ecological and economic analysis 
provided by CELP's RGS approved and funded expedition to Cape York in 2004. Four key discourses were 
revealed: rational fire management; fire-free conservation; pragmatic, locally-controlled burning; and indigenous 
controlled landscape management.  
 
 
Project: Carnivore and small mammale ecology in tropical lowland forests 
Abstract: Following on from preliminary work supported by RGS-IBG grants, the team aims to study the ecology 
and habitat preferences of Malaysian carnivores and their prey species. They aim to determine carnivore and 
small mammal diveristy and relative abundance at different sites; to investigate the relationship bewteen carnivore 

 



 

and small mammal species distribution and habitat characteristics; to investigate dietary preferences of carnivore 
species; to collect small mammal morphological data and genetic samples for systematic studies; to provide skills 
training to project participants 
 
 
Project: Reconstructing habitat change in the Nariva Swamp, Trinindad 
Abstract: The team aims to identify key changes and consequences in the physical and ecological character of 
the swamp along with human impacts from settlements. They also wish to record how the Nariva Swamp has 
changed, by interpreting past LandSat images over 15 years, based on the training of classification methods. This 
potentially could produce a major new and improved use of remote sensing data in vegetation mapping world-
wide. Finally, the team aim to construct a management plan to save the extremely endangered Antillean manatee 
population. 
 
 
Project: The Amadis Project- A voyage of coral reef conservation and education 
Abstract: The Pacific Leg aimed to collect coral reef data in the South pacific region to supplement global 
databases and local resource management programmes. Twenty four reef sites were surveyed, generally 
observing healthy coral systems in French Polynesia and hard corals dominant in most areas. In the Cook Islands, 
however, crown-of-thorn predation impact was recorded, particularly on the west reef of Aitutaki, showing a high 
proportion of recently killed coral colonies. Unidentified mortality causes were observed, and the infected colonies 
photographed and sent to UNEP-WCMC experts for identification 
 
 
Project: Wolves in Russia 
Abstract: This project was a study into wolf-human interactions. In addition to traditional methods, such as 
footprint identification and the location of den areas by pack howling, the team also used GPS units and its 
accompanying software to create a digital map of wolf movements. Across rural Russia, wolves and humans live in 
close proximity to each other and predation on livestock and dogs occurs frequently. Inorder to determine the ratio 
between wolf visits and attempted or actual kills the team worked in two adjacent territories and monitored the 
frequency of wolf visits to 2 key villages.  
 
 
Project: OUCC Asopladeru la Texa Expedition 
Abstract: The team continued exploration in an ongoing annual caving expedition to cave systems in the Picos de 
Europa in Northern Spain. The team found significant extensions (750m of new passage) and new depths (from 
794m to 888m) in the Aspoladeru la Texa cave system and entered previously unexplored cave sections. Hints at 
an extension to the Pozo Chicago cave were discovered and the team plans to return to the area in 2006 to 
continue investigation and exploration. 
 
 
Project: The Philippines Coral Awareness and Research Expedition 
Abstract: The research expedition of coral awareness was conducted in Cebu, Philippines.  DUCARE (2005) 
aimed to improve and sustain the management of critical endangered reef and island habitat with recognized high 
global biodiversity, whilst increasing monitoring/management of existing Marine Protected Areas (MPAs).  A 
particular focus was to increase local awareness and involvement in protection and promotion of MPAs and the 
identification of red list species location. 
 
 
Project: The Woolly Monkey Environmental Education Programme 
Abstract: Following on from previous RGS-IBG supported project, the Environmental Education Programme 
aimed to; raise awareness among local communities about wildlife and the interconnectedness between the 
environment and human activity; provide professional assistance to support local people on the biological 
limitations of resources use, encouraging sustainable economic alternatives while fully respecting their socio-
economic realities; and to encourage positive attitudes offering free education about local wildlife exposure to the 
environment. 

 



 

 
 
Project: Glasgow University Ethiopia Expedition 
Abstract: This expedition proposed to study 2 endemic birds, the White Tailed Swallow and Stresemann's Bush 
Crow to determine the densities and large scale habitat use of both species and to determine the fine scale habitat 
requirements and availability of the habitats for both species. Both have an extremely restricted range, inhabiting 
only a small area in and around the Yabelo sanctuary in S Ethiopia.  
 
 
Project:University of Glasgow Rio Negro 2005 
Abstract: Rio Negro 2005 aimed to carry out the first biological survey of an area of Varzea forest along the Rio 
Negro River in Northern Bolivia. The expedition planned to carry out fieldwork primarily recording species diversity 
within the area. The expedition's goal was to assess the status of the globally threatened wattled curassow and to 
attempt to study aspects of its habitat and behaviour. Attention has been drawn to the Rio Negro site, as it is 
believed to hold one of the last remaining populations of the curassow in the world.  
 
 
 
 
Project: Engindia 
Abstract: Aiming to increase the awareness of university students about sustainable development, the three-
nation team went to Pabal in rural India to document the technological challenges faced by the population. 
Discovering many local ideas for improvement, the team developed 21 Design Challenges which were then 
distributed amongst engineering students at their home universities. These Challenges described potential 
engineering projects suggested by the villagers of Pabal, hoping to inspire real-world projects that combined public 
service with engineering knowledge.  
 
 
Project: Ecuadorian cloud forest pasture reforestation expedition 
Abstract: Cloud forests in Ecuador are highly fragmented, existing in isolated, island like forest patches 
surrounded by pasture. Restoration of these pastures is essential for the long term survival of cloud forests. The 
team studied the rate of recovery of tropical cloud forest on abandoned pasture land at two Ecuadorian forest 
sites. Questions addressed include; what factors limit cloud forest recovery and how can this information facilitate 
forest recovery. In addition, the team trained local staff in the techniques required to continue long term monitoring 
and investigate the potential for reserve expansion. 
 
 
Project: Aberdeen University Project Peru 2005 
Abstract: The aim of the project was to assess the importance of soil health for the sustainability of natural and 
exploited areas within Tambopata subtropical rainforest ecosystem. This included assessing current soil status 
and plant diversity within differently managed areas, the abundance of palm sp Iriartea deltoidea in different forest 
types and the importance of soil health for animal geography. Soil samples were taken to establish characteristics 
and all datum recorded was used to recommend improved management techniques.  
 
 
Project: Tomsk Taiga 2005 
Abstract: The expedition aimed to undertake ecological monitoring work and to gather biodiversity data in an area 
of taiga forest in order to support an application for Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification. The project 
studied tree species composition, volumes of fallen dead wood, numbers of standing dead trees and numbers of 
large living trees. Information was also gathered on lichens and invertebrates from within several stands.  
 
 
Project: Palaeoenvironment of the Valsequillo Basin. 
Abstract: The timing route and origin of the first colonisation to the Americas remains one of the most contentious 
topics in human evolution. Some highly controversial evidence suggests that first settlement occurred around 

 



 

20,000 BP or earlier, but the most accepted dates are around 12,500 BP. However, Gonzalez and Huddart have 
recently found new eveidence, in the form of human footprints, preserved in volcanic ash in the Valsequillo basin, 
suggesting that Mexico may have been inhabited as early as 25,000 BP. This project aims to reconstruct the 
environmental history of the Valsequillo basin during the period of first human colonisation. 
 
 
Project: The Univeristy of Aberdeen Ghana Expedition 
Abstract: The team aimed to develop better understanding of selected symbiotic relationships and impacts of 
disturbance at various forest reserves. They investigated the relationship between an ant (Crematogaster) and 
plant (Psydrax Subcordata). They developed a further understanding of the impact of soil disturbance on the 
germination of tropical forest plants; examining whether there is a loss in genetic diversity for the timber species, 
Entandrophragma utile due to logging and investigated genetic linkage and diversity between Albizia adianthifolia 
and its rhizobia strains at a dry and wet site. 
 
 
Project: Ngozumpa Glacier Cave Resarch Project       
Abstract: The team pioneered the exploration and systematic scientific exploration of five glacier caves using 
speleological techniques, focusing on the Ngozumpa Glacier, Khumbu Himal, Nepal. The caves had a variety of 
morphologies and ranged in altitude between 4900m and 5300m.  All the caves exhibited very strong structural 
control, following debris-filled crevasse-traces.  The caves act as lines of high hydraulic conductivity through 
otherwise impermeable glacier ice, and are analogous to joints in limestone karst.   
 
 
Project: Project Knuckles 2005 
Abstract: The team built on the work of Project Knuckles 2004 and provided up-to-date status reports on globally 
threatened reptile species. The project included species distribution mapping, studies of species unique to the 
Knuckles range, habitat mapping and monitoring, threat assessment to all life stages of species (eggs, hatchlings, 
adults) and finally, the team also involved and educate local NGO's and conduct awareness programmes for 
villagers and schools.   
 
 
Project: The Lone Wolf Project: An Expedition to the Simien Mountaans  
Abstract: This expedition investigated the status of the Ethiopian wolf, Canis simiensis, around the Simien 
Mountains National Park in northern Ethiopia. Previous research on the species had focused on the Bale 
Mountains of southern Ethiopia. The team performed habitat quality assessments, small mammal trapping 
investigations, large mammal transects and wolf monitoring to collect data. They also conducted interviews and 
informal meetings with local people to understand their needs and opinions in order to better constructively help 
conservation in Ethiopia.  
 
 
Project: Nullarbor Speleogenesis Expedition 2005 
Abstract: The aim was to establish the true extent of the karst and cave development in the interior of the 
Nullarbor Plain, the largest continuous karst area on Earth. The team used existing geophysical and novel micro-
meteorological methodology allowing rapid determination of unexplored cave volume in the previously un-mapped 
remote interior of the Nullarbor Plain.  
 
 
Project: Durham University Zangskar Expedition 
Abstract: The expedition undertook a study of the village of Kumi in the Zangskar region of the Himalaya, NW 
India, with specific regards to the current shortage of water emanating from snowfield melt and the subsequent 
relocation of the village agriculture to a new site. The objectives were to: establish previous fluctuations in the 
river's discharge by looking at the depositional history of the area; compare the irrigation methods employed in 
'Old Kumi' and 'New Kumi'; perform a demographic study of Kumi and the surrounding area; and examine the 
effect of tourism and the building of the new road on the region.  
 

 



 

 
Project: Research into Schistosomiasis in Malaw (Rise Malawi) 
Abstract: This project aimed to determine the presence of Schistosoma mansoni and Schistosoma haematobium 
in the southern shore of Lake Malawi and to find out the areas in which S. mansoni and S. haematobium are most 
prevalent by means of mapping the snail population and the proportion of the snail populations carrying the 
diseases.  
 
 
Project: The Samburu in Kenya: A Changing Picture  
Abstract: The Samburu of northern Kenya, a Maa-speaking group closely related to the Maasai, are one of the 
last tribes in East Africa to have managed to maintain their rich cultural traditions and associated rituals in the face 
of growing influence from the Western world. This expedition explored the forests and escarpments of the Great 
Rift Valley in search of caves used by Samburu warriors, and the elaborate red ochre rock paintings which 
decorate their walls.  
 
 
Project: The Effect of Different Coffee Plantation Strategies on Water Availability 
Abstract: The team investigated the effect of different coffee agro techniques on the ecosytem. This was be done 
by collecting and analysing data on species diversity and abundance of ferns, bromeliads and amphibians, which 
are indicator species of water availability. This investigation will be part of a bigger project, BioCafe, which began 
in response to environmental concerns from the Mexican government.  
 
 
Project: Music of the Tibetan Himalaya 
Abstract: The expedition documented extant musical culture and traditions in Tibet, making the first recordings of 
folk music in the Porong region and of liturgical ritual amongst the Bodong-pa school of Buddhism. They used high 
fidelity sound recording and, where appropriate, video recording, placing these into a cultural context through the 
documentation of their religious, historical and social significance and through an understanding of the meaning of 
the music to its producers.  
 
 
Project: HIV/AIDS Prevention and Healthcare in Lesotho 
Abstract: The expedition focused on the provision of HIV/AIDS prevention campaigns and health care measures 
in the capital Maseru and in Mokhotlong, a remote town in eastern Lesotho. The team investigated and compared 
the availability of prevention campaigns and health care services in both areas. Four parallel projects were run by 
the team, each focusing on a different aspect of  
education and HIV/AIDS prevention and attitudes within Lesotho. 
 
 
Project: Bats of Barito Ulu 
Abstract: The primary aim of this project was to establish whether size, dietary niche breadth, wing morphology 
and roost choice affect extinction risk (or IUCN classification) in a Bornean bat community. The team conducted 
the first comprehensive survey in the Heart of Borneo proposed Biosphere Reserve and trained students from 
Palangkaraya University in bat survey techniques. Further data analysis investigated relationships between 
ecomorphological traits and a local rarity index.  
 
 
Project: Communty Attitudes in Makao Village 
Abstract: The aim was to assess community attitudes in Makao community towards the Nouabale Ndoki National 
Park (NNNP), local logging concessions and wildlife in the region surrounding NNNP. The study found that the 
attitude towards conservation and NNNP was positive and the economic effect of the NP and new forestry 
exploitation was perceived by the population to be the same. Positive attitudes arose from the delivery of 
development, employment and the recognition of conservation having a role in the future of Congo, while negative 
attitudes arose from human-elephant conflict and a lack of recent benefits.  
 

 



 

 
Project: Conservation Comoroes: Biodiveristy Assessment and Environmental Awareness Project                                          
Abstract: The team worked to bolster conservation efforts on the remote Comoro Islands in the Indian Ocean. 
The islands' forest, rich in endemic species, is under severe threat from a burgeoning population that lacks 
alternative resources. Work performed included flora and fauna surveys to deliniate patterns in richness; 
participatory rural appraisal (PRA) to identify the problems causing deforestation and to look for solutions; and an 
awareness campaign to raise knowledge of the need for all Comorians to work towards a sustainable future.  
 
 
Project: Kenyas Marine Protected Areas: Bridging the Gap between Stakeholders, Communities and Science.         
Abstract: The team assessed three of the main factors which underpin the successful management of Mombasa's 
Marine National Park (MMNP); education, governance and scientific knowledge. These objectives were achieved 
through stakeholder interviews and fish surveys using snorkeling techniques. 
 
 
Project: Oucare Png 2005 
Abstract: The aim is to begin a monitoring programme by re-visiting previously surveyed sites and collecting 
survey data of substrate, fish and invertebrate species. The data will be combined with the baseline data collected 
in 2004, to begin longitudinal monitoring. The expedition also aims to extend the baseline to regions in New Ireland 
not yet studied. An additional componant to the 2005 expedition is working with local communities to establish a 
self sufficient and 'easy to use' inter-tidal monitoring programme which will persist beyond the duration of the visit 
 
 
Project: University of Brighton Sumatran Carnivore Expedition 
Abstract: The expedition team visited Indonesia in June 2005 to carry out a research project on mammals and 
particularly carnivores. The study sites were located in the Sipurak area of Sumatra which borders the Taman 
Nasional Kerinci Seblat (TNKS). The TNKS is the largest conservation unit in Sumatra and is designated IUCN 
Management Category II. The project was intended to provide a baseline species inventory as well as assessing 
the disturbance tolerance and habitat associations of mammals in the area. 
 
 
Project: Turtlewatch Tobago 2005 
Abstract: The expedition worked with a local turtle conservation NGO, SOS Tobago, as the first of planned yearly 
expeditions to the island to conduct research and implement conservation measures on the nesting sea turtle 
populations. This work was divided into four areas: the protection and monitoring of local turtle species during the 
nesting season; increasing education and public awareness of both tourists and locals; the promotion of 
community-based ecotourism; and research to ascertain population sizes and conservation priorities.  
 
 
Project: The Quimsa Cruz Expedition, Bolivia 2004                     
Abstract: The team went to the Cordillera Quimsa Cruz, the smallest, lowest and least visited of Bolivia's four 
major cordilleras. From glacial areas in the south and associated alpine-style mixed routes to dryer granite faces 
and towers of the northern areas, the Quimsa Cruz is seen as offering great potential for new routes, although 
there is a great deal of confusion as to what has and has not been climbed. The team climbed four routes, all 
potential first ascents, on valleys either side of the Cerro Achuma in the Jankho Willkhi Range. 
 
 
Project: Iceland Icecap Expedition 2004 
Abstract: The aim of this expedition was to obtain key geophysical measurements from the Vatnajokull and 
Porisjokull ice sheets in order to constrain a high resolution climate-ice flow model. This modelling effort, using 
glacier limits previously mapped by the team, will be used to elucidate the changing glacier-climate relationships in 
the North Atlantic during the Little Ice Age (LIA). The field and modelling results from these contrasting locations 
will enable us to delimit the envelope of LIA climatic change and hence, enhance our understanding of 
atmospheric-oceanic interactions during this critical period of most recent climatic variability. 
 

 



 

 
Project: Biodiversity of Mahgogany in Peru         
Abstract: This project formed part of ongoing research conducted by the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and the 
Forestry Department at the Universidad Nacional Agraria in La Molina, Peru aimed at clarifying the taxonomy, 
evolutionary relationships and ecology of the genus Cedrela in tropical America. Specimens of rare or poorly 
known Cedrela were successfully collected from three geographically separate areas of Peru, resulting in the 
discovery of an undescribed species and the recognition of a species previously known only from northern 
Argentina. 
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