	[image: image2.jpg]




	[image: image3.jpg]Royal
Geographical
Society

with IBG

Advancing geography
and geographical learning





	[image: image4.jpg]





[image: image2.jpg]

	Going Places with Geography:  Report on November 30th 2009




Over 70 Year 9 pupils from 4 schools in London and the South East of England attended our higher education and careers day at the RGS-IBG on Monday 30th November 2009. The event was organised by the Geography Ambassador Project and involved 12 workshops throughout the day on topics including the use of Geographical Information Systems (GIS), International Development as a subsection of Human Geography, Tectonic Systems as a subsection of Physical Geography and discussions with current university students about life at university, studying geography and the future career prospects that are available for those who have studied geography.

The workshops during this event were delivered entirely by Geography Ambassadors – university undergraduate and post-graduate students with specialist and up to date experience in the topics covered.

The event aimed to introduce year nine pupils to the benefits of studying geography at GCSE and beyond and these benefits were presented in the four different topics areas. 

At the end of the day 39 out of 76 pupils said that they were planning to study geography at GCSE, 36 were not yet sure. 

On our evaluation forms, we asked the pupils to comment on what it is about geography that they enjoy. The pupils’ answered: 

“The fact that it is not just us in the world and everyone is different.” (Oli Martin, St Benedicts)
“It is interesting to learn about other countries and about natural hazard. Also it gives the opportunity for fieldtrips and it involves maths and science.” (Sama Icalith, St George’s RC School)

“I really enjoy learning about the hugely varied topics that are involved in geography.” (Julian Sutcliff, Reading School)

And when commenting on the workshops:

“[The workshop about] careers options was useful, enjoyable and also interesting.” (Katie Rush, St. Benedicts)

“I think everything was covered and it persuaded me to take it at GCSE even more! I really enjoyed today!”  (Lauren James, St. Benedicts) 

“I enjoyed the part where they told us about what jobs we can get if we take geography.” (Pupil, St. George’s School)

A huge Thank You to all our presenters for sharing their experiences and taking time out of busy working schedules to do so. 

For information about future careers events, please see Ambassadors Pages on Geography Teaching Today website, part of the Action Plan for Geography: http://www.geographyteachingtoday.org.uk/ambassadors/news-and-forthcoming-events/  
Or contact Bryony Collins, Education Project Officer, Geography Ambassador Programme. b.collins@rgs.org  
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