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Geography under the spotlight - why change?

Importance of Geography [ What is bringing
in the 215t Century about these changes?

Understanding the issues The world has moved on
e Climate change e QCA
e Sustainability e Greater emphasis by

e Our world in the media centres on fieldwork
spotlight e More up to date content
looking at a variety of
scales

How will this impact on Geography and Geography
teachers?

An increased necessity to teach a specification which
reflects the world we live in
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How have we made sure our new
specification is what you want?

We asked you

e \We have consulted with
Edexcel, OCR and AQA
centres

e Feedback
e FOCUS groups
e Questionnaires

We acted on what you told us

We have modelled our new content and assessment on the
responses
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And what are the main differences?

Main differences - Geography A
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And what are the main differences?

Main differences - Geography B
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So what is important
about GCSE

Geography A?
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Overview of Geography A

Method of First Structure of

Unit | Unittitle |\ ong [AVallability) ¢ | Welghting Assessment

External Assessment -
January/ June 2010 mixture of multi-choice,
June short answer and
extended answer

Geographical
Skills and
Challenges

External Assessment -
The_ Natural External January/ June 2010 mixture of multi-choice,
Environment June short answer and

extended answer

External Assessment -
Thg Human External January/ June 2010 mixture of multi-choice,
Environment June short answer and

extended answer

Investigating Controlled June 2010 Controlled Assessment

Geography Assessment task
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The specification

Unit 1 - 25% 1 hour external
assessment Jan/June
50 marks

Unit 2 - 25% 1 hour external
assessment Jan/June
50 marks

Unit 3 - 25% 1 hour external
assessment Jan/June
50 marks

Unit 4 - 25% internal
assessment with controlled
conditions June 50 marks
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Unit One

Geographical Skills and
Challenges

Unit 1: Geographical Skills and
Challenges

This unit is made of two sections,
both of compulsory material:

Section A - Geographical Skills
This covers cartographic, graphical,
geographical enquiry, ICT and GIS

Section B - Challenges for the Planet
This covers issues that have arisen
from climate change and sustainable
development
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The specification

Unit Two
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Unit Three

The Natural Environment The Human Environment

This unit is made of two sections,
both containing optional topics:

Section A - The Physical World
Students should complete one of the
following topics:

Coastal Landscapes; River Landscapes;
Glaciated Landscapes; Tectonic
Landscapes

Section B - Environmental Issues
Students complete one of the
following topics:

A Wasteful World; A Watery World

This unit is made of two sections,
both containing optional topics:

Section A - The Human World
Students should complete one of the
following topics:

Economic Change, Farming and the
Countryside, Settlement Change,
Population Change

Section B - People Issues

Students should complete one of the
following topics:

A Moving World; A Tourist’s World
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So what is
Important about
GCSE Geography B?
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Overview of Geography B

. Method of o ens First ; ; Structure of
Unit title Assessment AalidbUity Assessment S Assessment
External Assessment -

June 2010 25% mixture of short answer
and extended answer

January/

Dynamic Planet External
June

External Assessment -
June 2010 25% mixture of short answer
and extended answer

People and the External January/
Planet June

Making External Assessment -
Geographical External June 2010 25% mixture of short answer
Decisions and extended answer

Researching Controlled June 2010 250 Controlled Assessment
Geography Assessment task
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The specification

There are four units in the
GCSE in Geography B -
Evolving Planet

Unit 1 - 25% 1 hour external
assessment Jan/June 50 marks

Unit 2 - 25% 1 hour external
assessment Jan/June 50 marks

Unit 3 - 25% 1 hour external
assessment Jan/June 50 marks

Unit 4 - 25% internal assessment
with controlled conditions June
50 marks
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Unit 1

Dynamic Planet

This unit is made up of three sections. Section
A is compulsory, and Sections B and C contain
optional topics

Section A - Introduction to the Dynamic
Planet

Compulsory topics: Restless Earth, Climate
and Change, Battle for the Biosphere and
Water World.

Section B - Small Scale Dynamic Planet
Optional topics: complete one of either
Coastal Change or River Processes and
Pressures.

Section C - Large Scale Dynamic Planet
Optional topics: complete one of either
Oceans on the Edge or Extreme Climates.
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The specification

unit 2

People and the Planet

This unit is made up of three sections.
Section A is compulsory, Sections B and C
contain optional topics.

Section A - Introduction to People and the
Planet

Compulsory topics: Population Dynamics,
Consuming Resources, Living Spaces and
Making a Living.

Section B - Small Scale People and the Planet
Optional topics, complete one of either
Changing Cities or Changing Countryside.

Section C - Large Scale People and the Planet
Optional topics, complete one of either
Development Dilemmas or World at Work.
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Making Geographical Decisions

This unit will assess the students’
ability to make decisions regarding
geographical issues and justify them.

It includes the pressures (conflicts),
players and options that are involved in
making geographical decisions and is
related to sustainable development and
environmental issues.

This unit is based on a pre-released
resource booklet which students will
study and then use in the examination.
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Controlled

conditions - what

does it mean?

Many themes
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How will the changes to coursework
affect how | teach?

For this unit students need to complete a fieldwork
Investigation and report. They must complete one of the
tasks provided by Edexcel

Wide choice of fieldwork tasks - complete one
task from a choice of eight, for both Geography A and B

Easy to follow as themes remain the same

even though tasks change every year

Eight themes for Geography A and four themes for
Geography B
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What i1s controlled assessment?

Task Setting

High level of control
Edexcel sets the tasks and these change each year

Task Taking a Research and data collection
- limited level of control
b Analysis and evaluation of findings
- high level of control

Task Marking
Medium level of control
Centres mark the tasks and Edexcel moderates them
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Titles — can candidates
all do the same title
(broad area vs micro-
task?)

Advance notice of
tasks (1 yr vs 2
year?)

Number of tasks
and choice (can
you do the same
fieldwork each
year?)

Controlled Assessment FAQs edexcel

Amount of fieldwork
expected (and volume of
data collection)?

advancing learning. changing lives

Guidance on use of
GIS and level of
sophistication?

Presentation /
graphing up under
what level of
control?

Degree of task
change between
each year (QCA
requirement)?
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Range of outputs or products edexCed i

PowerPoint
Webpage /
ik ‘Mix and Match’
Write-up ~ 2000 words

DVD / images

Notes / logs

Custom GIS

Outputs or
products
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Dedicated support for CA

TASK TITLE — example: Rivers environments are very different in their upper and lower sections

o Possible sub-tosks linked to published
tosk:

Compwiace of wdodtico lower acd wppor
Compatace ctaracicesl smn
Companace of widla & Scpda
Cempanace of Baskidl Sachegs
Srafice? of vallicy aida

Bictivonity § lamd-uac f oo

locotions
[||:| Can be saquence down walley & . 4-50m |58
sitess| OF comparisan of kwiand | middis &

cOmpaTing just twa plaoms. Sites should be
contrasting In nature | charscheristic

Possible emdronments and suggested

upper stretches, Multiple samples requined if

oPoss.L‘JIemngeaj‘p.mmJ}rfﬁeIdtemwues Possible secondory S research tosks

welocity: flow meter, float, salt dilution
gauging Past student numerical data
with and depth: tapes and rulers / metre Old photographs / postcards
sticks Old maps — looking at change
Gradients: clinometers, protractors,
estimation etc

Invertebrates (pollution)

National rivers flow archive [www....}

s
GI5 OpportuNities:
zoogle Earth / Google Maps f Microsoft live to locate area and define study region (can be used as
pre-trip virtual visit or to help with a collaborative approach to risk assessment). Digital maps may
alzo be used to investizate the topography / relief of the area. 05 'Get a map’ facility can be used to
provide a large scale 135,000 extract

m

° Possible presentobon technigues

Cross section diagram

Can be either valley or channel section. Plotted on graph paper or wsing ICT

Mini-bars {an map]

Can be used to show velodty, widths depth =tc located onto large scle base map

Mini-pies {on map]

Can be used to show proportions of types of imeertebrates

Thumbnail images {on
mag)

Annotated and labellzd to show equipment or changesin valley f channel form and
faatures

PowerPgint

To =iwve a “virtual trip: illustrate methods " sampling and landscapes =t

Ideas for analysis

-+

o
Zomcamelc  Dooipion aed
2un, op oozlamatice of

mcdc, mom roln

ricrpechaticn of roula
maloryg ek somaa Sata
123 [ chacraicea

¢ £ Irtermational

Home Qualifications
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Atk Us Home
Who we are

o Our history
o Our peopls

Management Taacr

Dur structure and lacation
Oer exirrent reeruitment

What we do

© Customer Service Research

o Tell Edexcel
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1 want to... Lam a... Hesources

& Print vage () Boukmark 1] Bl s page

Edexcel > About Us > Conbact us » Ask The Expert

Ask the Expert

What is Ask the Experti

Ask the Expert was ped after Itation to find out what services and support you need.
We understand that you need concise md definitive answers in writing, so Ask the Expert puts you in direct
email contact with gver 200 of our senior subject experts. Upon receiving your guestions, our experts will send
you 3 written response within bwo working days.

What type of question should 1 send to Ask the Expert?

ur experts are there to answer your detailed, subject-specific questions conceming the teaching of
qualifications. Please check our Enguiry Guide to ensure that your question is best answered by our exparts.
Questions that are more general or b do vith the ade atsan ol the quatiication, sach s post-results or
entry-relatied enguities, should be direded Lo our st vier Leam,

ARernatreely, you can wse o onloe question and answer senace, Ask Edexcol.

By only sending appropriate questions ta Ask the Bxpert, you will help us ensure that the service is mare
responsive.

Whao are the Fxperts?
Qur experts are owr senior examiners, moderators and verifiers who all have extensive backgrounds and

expenence m therr respective subjects. What's more, our experts are heavly mvalved in our speficabions and
developing qualicabions. There s no-one better quallied to answer your questions.
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The= OkE =ile has Deoome noressingly complex o us=, Dul none e == iz an exosllent p=source.  Seanch Dy ares or
STATsTICS poetonds; siea downiosdstie detecst toume on s renge of togics and resclutions s stetietice oo

: Ml in your pe=ioode o find ool what your anes = B Good, oo 2l s demnorepics
W}} gy, weresupmysboest oo ok

e Thiz takes you o the Ewinonment Agency welsile and the "pffs in ey Deckyand” meciion. Here you can find out
AGERCT atout Mlood risk and local sources of rver pollution.  Posinede. seamchl. werwemdronment-agency.gov.uk

—EEE ERL. A vary largs == with news ab.asn geogradily relai=d reporis. In
mlﬂﬂhpﬂ:mhaﬂﬂl: Lisl=n-again’ seciion. wew Bbc oo, ul

hitg: /flocal ivecom) s welsile alows you [o g=l maps and =sw pholos &t figh resolution Tor locations 0 UK. Ls=
B WindowsLive ool | o s o, . . o e o G Mo

FLASH EARTEH Fla=h Exith worw flasheariicom lebs you sslech the Desi pesolulion s pholo [ sabellite imege from a range of
zources, This i=good for detad in rural anses,

Draw pictun=s and lab=l things on a digital map wsing simple clicks and drags. Exsilly move the map o ampeifeee @0
qUIkmaps the wordd, wewguimapscom  Very ussr friendly — can =mbed maps b your own wel=ile

= T T e e, 1Ter piicdnos  s=chan Nas som= medl (and oeap) Tedgadss, =5, gais o Tand dunes,
e clouds, rocks and minerals etc. s feld-sbudes-council. ang

T ATy S e oL counchl Lax and Dumanesz ral=s lor any properity i e Sngland and waes.
—@ wearw.voagov.uk Good for CED studes or generaling key Q= ! fypotfesiz (oK with bid nent)

= checkmyfile.com

The Fafonal Prvers Fiow Archines T0o: ) wreremeil.ec  as T ere s indee Tom] | allaws yod 0o downicad  fisioncal
tchiarge data for & range of rvers in Bngland, 'Wales, Scotland and N Inslsnd.

MORT (hitto: /wevwomon com ) have some soosllent social pubications for downlosd; also some fres high  quality
e P

e

:.-:l."(.ﬁ.ﬂl‘ilph The Grograsll Seilih [zhes project sim= (o ooffecl & geogragficaly mepresenlalive pfolograph Tor swery aguans
Eilometne. Look Dy posicode as o whsl your anss i B — wiy nol upiosd piclures yourss=if!

; 3 o - b sk, This bem s, Joommd &= 2 merger Befween
LD &ﬁlmm.ﬂaﬂﬂgm%mmhneguﬂfmpm
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What are we doing to help you?

Dedicated lines e-Spec

Regional Offices Stay Alert!

-
Let tr::r em':ilaien service

do the wo - . "
for you _:'I -~

vy

T

e

ResultsPlus

PLELEEE GCSE ResultsPlus
Resou S .
Specification

¥ \Wj & Accessible Ask Edexcel
W Assessment

Ask edexcel

Curriculum
Development May 08/Sep 09 [l Ask the Expert
Managers ey

‘Free Teacher SUpE
Materials A PEARSON COMPANY

expert@edexcel.com
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September 2008
Free teacher support book

A PEARSON COMPANY
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September 2008
Free e-Spec

A PEARSON COMPANY
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Q = < Innovating with INSET / CPD online

i &h

g

i ;@: ;
\—\\/ Sarah Windsor: Hi John

& John Burton

& Sarah Windsor

Welcome we will be starting
shortly....

o Brasardars changes sHact susrpbady
Enabla Ful Soaantopgls For pertiterts

A PEARSON COMPANY
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February 2009
Getting ready to teach

To coincide with the national programme of implementation events
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Edexcel published resources

edexcel #

Edexcel GCSE Geography A
edexcel i
o Edexcel GCSE Geography B

4 . .
T

We will also endorse
materials by other
publishers.

A PEARSON COMPANY
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What do | need to do next?

Staying with Edexcel? www.edexcel.com/gc
se2009

Coming on board from
another AB? Sign up for e-mail
alerts for your
subject

September 2008 Implementation Welcome pack

Getting started packs Events September 2009

to your centre Spring 2009

A PEARSON COMPANY
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Why you should choose Edexcel
for your GCSE in Geography 2009 Specification

Retained Ul e A specification

comprehensive
popular vackage of that allows for
features and better results

greater supp_ort e for all your

e services

flexibility : students
available

A PEARSON COMPANY
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Our commitment

We have been getting better at listening to you -

this is our promise:
v We will help you improve results through

investment in technology, training and support

v When you contact us we will respond
quickly and effectively

v We will work harder to ensure the information
you need is clear and easily accessible

v This isn't all we are doing but it's the things we
know are important to you, and to us
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