Geography department
KS3 overview yr 7 & 8
	Unit of Work
	Year 7

By the end of each half term all pupils will… core knowledge, skills & dispositions.
	Year 8

By the end of each half term all pupils will… core knowledge, skills & dispositions.

	1

Autumn Term

1st half term
	Where in the world?

What is Geography, and what are the key questioning and descriptive skills? 
How can we learn about the world from an atlas?

What are the world’s major biomes?
	Local area study
What is your local area?

How do different people experience it?

How has it changed in the past, and how will it change in the future?

How does it compare to the rest of the UK?

Case study: Wandsworth



	2

Autumn Term

2nd half term


	Who is our explorer? 

What were their main achievements (Harriet Adams, Gertrude Bell, David Livingstone, Robert Falcon Scott, Ernest Shackleton, Freya Stark)? 
Why are they significant? What can we learn from their experiences?
Mapwork skills

How do I effectively read an OS map?

How can I use an OS map to navigate an area?
	Polar regions and glaciation
What is the history of Antarctic exploration?

Why is Antarctica so cold?

What processes and landforms occur in polar regions?
How has the landscape of the British Isles been shaped by glaciers in the past?

How do humans use polar regions?

What challenges and opportunities do these regions present?

How does glaciation affect landscape in the present day, and how has it done so in the past?

Case studies: Antarctica and UK



	3

Spring Term

1st half term
	Britain and the EU

What is our climate and landscape like?

How do all of these influence where people live, both in the past and today?

What is the history of settlement in the UK?

What does it mean to be British?

Why is the UK a part of the EU?

What are the benefits and disadvantages of EU membership?


	Population

Why are there different global and national patterns of population density – what affects where people live?

How has population changed historically?

Why do birth and death rates change?

What changes may happen in the future, and why?

Case studies: China, Germany, Mali


	4

Spring term

2nd half term
	Development

What are the differences between LEDCs, MEDCs, and NICs? 

Why are countries at different levels of development? 

What does the future hold?

How can MEDCs make a difference?

How can we make a difference?

Case study: Uganda
	Migration

What are the different types of migration?

What are the causes of migration, both historically and today?

What are the effects of migration?

What does the future hold for migration to and from the UK?

Case study: Poland

	5

Summer term

1st half term


	Rivers
What is the water cycle?

How do rivers change over their course?

How do rivers change the landscape?

How do people use rivers?


	Plate tectonics and natural hazards

How does the structure of the Earth influence the world’s landscape?

What are the causes of earthquakes?
What are the effects of earthquakes, and how do these differ between LEDCs and MEDCs?

What are the solutions to the negative effects of earthquakes?
Case studies: Haiti and California

	6

Summer term

2nd half term
	Flooding

How do physical and human factors cause flooding?

Why do different countries suffer from floods in different ways?

How can we prevent flooding and the suffering caused by floods?

Case studies: Boscastle and Bangladesh
	Globalisation
What is globalisation – is the world ‘shrinking’? How are we connected to the world?

Where are the products that we buy and use made and developed? What are the conditions like in the factories where Nike products are made?

What is Fair Trade and ethical purchasing, and how can we make a difference?


