Year 7 Scheme of Work

Malawi:

This country study aims to introduce students to a contrasting location to their own, with the assistance of a link school. They initially challenge their perceptions of place, before investigating the relationships between people and the environment. This culminates in a suggestion of what the village needs to develop.
	Lesson Title
	LO
	Suggested key task

	1. What is my perception of Malawi?
	To test your geographical imagination by investigating Malawi, Africa using P4C
	P4C question

	Play http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbmgnI9HYjc&feature=related as students enter the classroom, this gives a feel for traditional Malawi folk music.

Starter: What do expect Malawi to be like? Few of your students will know much about Malawi. On sheets provided they will write down what they THINK Malawi smells like, looks like, sounds like and also how they would feel if they were there right now. Emphasise how it is ok if they struggle to fill boxes, they can return to this at the end of the topic to see how much they have learnt (showing progress).

They can then be shown a map of Malawi and use this to locate the country on their sheet.

Main: Arrange chairs into circle in the room and explain the concept of P4C (philosophy for children). Distribute the resource sheets containing different types of information on Malawi and ask pupils to read through both and decide (with reasons) which they think is better. This can be shared among the group.

Explain what makes a good question, something with depth and not answerable in one sentence but will initiate discussion, provide examples if needed.  In pairs students discuss with each other possible questions based around the sheets, after a time encourage them to choose the best one between them. Following this pupils are grouped into 4s and after this 6s and at each stage they need to discuss which question they have is the best. 
This should then leave 4 ‘chosen’ questions which can then be posed by each larger group in turn and discussed as a full group.

Plenary: This can be a series of evaluator questions asked of the pupils and again these can be shared among the group… examples could be ‘At the start of the lesson my perceptions of Malawi were’… or ‘I’m interested to find out more about….’
Use photos from Lesson 4 at end of lesson to show what Malawi is really like


	2. Malawi: The warm heart of Africa
	To use a range of sources to map out the different human, physical and environmental factors to help us gain an insight to Malawi
	Map of the main physical and environmental features of Malawi.
Write up detailed description

	This lesson is best conducted with students in groups of 4 or 5. 
Starter:  Maps from memory. Distribute a plain outline map of Malawi to each group. Explain that a map containing the geographical features will be displayed on the teacher computer and they may each visit the computer once each. They will have 30 seconds to memorise the map before returning to their group to add it to their own map. (ensure you inform pupils not to run to the computer to avoid risk). You may wish to expand this by then asking a table to nominate a judge from their goup, these may then visit all the other groups to decide which group produced the most accurate map and this can be found out by a simple hands up. Discuss with class if any group had a strategy for this task.
Main: Distribute plain Malawi maps to each pupil, additionally place a set of maps down for each group to use. Each map should provide different data for the class to access. Consider using Political, Tourist, Topography, Rainfall, Population density etc… Inform class they are not expected to put all the information from each map onto their own but they must decide what information is most important. You may wish to give them some support by placing a list on the board of particular points of interest they should add to their map e.g. the capital. This activity encourages teamwork and cooperation so push students to discuss and debate the different features they are placing on their maps.

Plenary: The plenary is an opportunity to show progression in learning, ask them to describe Malawi in as much detail as possible drawing on the physical, human and environmental aspects. Share some of the answers as a class and in conclusion, refer back to lesson 1 when they wrote what they knew about Malawi to highlight how much more they now know about the country.


	3. What is it like to be a child in Malawi? (social)

Lesson 1 of 2         
	To understand the links and connections we have with Malawi and why we study it in year 7.

To understand what problems children in Malawi they face
	Analysis of information

	Starter: Ask students to write down in the back of their books what type of activities you do on your average day. Try to include timings and descriptions. This can be briefly discussed but will be better for later in the lesson when they compare their lives to those in Malawi. 
Main: Introduce concept that Malawi also has schools, explain that our school has a link with a school there and provide some background information and comparison between the schools. You can then show the pictures of the day in a life of a Malawian child and ask the class to be thinking about what they wrote in their books at the beginning of the lesson and e comparing their days.

Highlight that life in Malawi is not as easy as it is here and explain the idea of the Millenium Development Goals (MDGs) and what they intended to achieve in the developing world.  Show the goals on the board and explain them. At this point hand out newspaper article on Malawi development goals which has the goals attached, ask pupils to colour code each different goal in the key provided. You can then read through the article with them, drawing attention to examples of MDGs to increase understanding.

Their main task then is to read back through the text and highlight particular references to different MDGs in the relevant colour. They should then add an explanation to the highlighted statement explaining whether it has een met or not. Higher level students should be encouraged to attempt to expand on their answers and explain why.
Plenary: Students are asked to discuss in groups initially then share as a class how they think their life is different to that of a child in Malawi, What are te main differences?


	4. What is it like to be a child in Malawi? (social)

Lesson 2 of 2         
	To understand the links and connections we have with Malawi and why we study it in year 7.

To understand what problems children in Malawi they face
	Extended writing to explain findings

	Starter: Students are to re-read the article they were working on and highlighting last lesson, looking over their comments and familiarising themselves with what they discovered. Invite them to discuss their findings with their partner.

Main: Introduce the question “How well do you think the MDGs have been met according to this article?”. Explain that the class will be writing an overview of their findings, picking out examples of where the MDGs have been met and where they have not. Remind them of the concept of PEE (Point, Example, Explain) and relate to some examples in the article as examples of what you are expecting them to do. Tell the class they must now answer the above question using their own highlighted article, making points then explaining why they think they have/have not been met. Finish explanation by asking them to place a conclusion at the end which gives their opinion on how successful Malawi has been in meeting the MDGs.

Plenary: Introduce the idea of A,B,C; Agree, Build or Challenge. Use a globe to throw around room. Whoever catches the globe has to read one of their points of discussion about the MDGs in Malawi and their opinion. The next person to catch the globe can then choose to either agree, build on the answer or challenge it with their own opinion. Those who agree can make a new point.


	5a) and b). Why are some countries richer than others? (economic)


	 To understand the reasons for the gap in development between countries around the world with particular reference to Malawi
	Annotate a population pyramid 
Group task on pressures

	Lesson 1 of 2

Starter – Write an answer to the question on the post it in front of you, “Why are some countries poorer than others?”  Feedback ideas to the class – note ideas on board for reference later.
Pupils take part in a carousel of learning about the factors that contribute to some countries lagging behind in development.  Each table has a sheet of sugar paper questions and sources on.  The question is the same for all groups so the A, B, C technique can be modelled.  
Groups have 10 minutes to work together to write their responses to the questions they have in front of them.  When the time is up the students move to the next table to evaluate what has been written by the previous group (A= add, B = build, C = Challenge what the first group wrote).  Having looked at the sources and evaluated other students’ responses everyone should be able to clearly explain: How can the natural environment leave some countries poorer than others?
Plenary: the sugar paper posters are displayed around the room and a class discussion about the responses will enable pupils to demonstrate their understanding.  

Lesson 2 of 2

Starter – Posters from last lesson are displayed on the walls to recap focus of lesson.  
Main – Pupils work in their groups again, but this time to develop further knowledge of factors causing the development gap.   They will use sources again to find out, How have historical events left some countries poorer than others? and How can society and the economy leave some countries poorer than others?  Focus develops more to Malawi’s specific situation and what is holding it back from developing.
Mid lesson plenary – To consolidate understanding, pupils will randomly be selected to sit in the hot seat to explain why Malawi is struggling to develop to the rest of the class.  
End of lesson and homework: Students complete an extended piece of writing in which they can draw together all of their understanding of the economic, social and environmental factors that are holding Malawi back.  Level success criteria available to support students.


	6. Does Malawi need international Aid?
	To evaluate whether Aid is positive or negative for Malawi 
	Card sort and explanation 

	Introduce the concept of aid to he class and check understanding of the term.
Starter: Students construct a mindmap of how they think we can help developing countries such as Malawi. After they have had a chance to do this, discuss as a group and then make additions of things missed. Show next slide and explain the concept of Aid as giving money, services and goods… see ow this relates to the points they have put into their mindmap.

Main: Give definition of aid, then ask them to get into groups of 3. Introduce small class discussion on “Do you think giving aid and helping developing countries is a positive or negative idea?”  While students discuss this, distribute sheets of statements relating to aid. Ask them to read through them and underline any words they do not understand. In their groups, ask them to read through the statements and label them as either an advantage or disadvantage of aid. (Extension for higher level students is to read extra sheet and decide if MEDCs should donate to LEDCs, they can share their ideas with the rest of the group).
Check understanding, ask the class to share their views on “Are you surprised by any of the statements on the card sort? Has this activity changed your opinion on giving aid?” 

Plenary: Provide some further examples of the successes of aid in Malawi as well as a newspaper article which highlights some disadvantages… this can lead into the homework:

Homework: Students are to answer the question “Does aid have a positive impact on Malawi?”  Explain that they need to use PEE (Point, Example, Explain).



	7. How should deforestation be managed in Malawi?
	To understand the opinions that different groups of people (players) have regarding deforestation
- To evaluate possible solutions for their sustainability
	Role play and decision making 

	Starter – students interpret pencil sketches to begin to understand what deforestation is and its impacts
Main – In groups of 4, students read a profile of a person who lives in Mulanje to find out about how they are involved with deforestation and what they think about it.  Students teach the other people in their group what they have found out from their character card so all understand a range of people’s views.

Decision making activity – what should be done about deforestation?  In their groups of 4, students discuss the variety of options and work out which they think are most sustainable and why.  

Plenary – Play Just a Minute. Groups send a representative to the front of the class to speak without repetition, hesitation or deviation about their chosen option and why it is the best way to manage deforestation.

Extended writing decision:  “How should deforestation be managed in Malawi?”.  Follow instructions on PowerPoint for structure.  Level success criteria to be made available to guide writing.



	8. Why is life so difficult in rural Malawi?
	To learn about some of the challenges facing rural areas in northern Malawi and how farming varies 


	Worksheet task

	Starter – students analyse photos to see what rural problems exist in Malawi e.g. changes in farming, drought, rural-urban migration and isolation

Main 1 – in teams of 4 students read about and then teach each other about the rural issues highlighted in the starter.  Questions on a worksheet, divided into quarters for each of the problems, will assess students understanding of the problems.  Varying degrees of difficulty within questions to test a full range of abilities.

Mini plenary – groups discuss this Q “Explain why improved roads and telecommunications are important if Malawi is to develop.”  

Main 2 – Read the passage, “The other face of tobacco” aloud to students.  What is their reaction to Chisomo’s story – can child labour ever be justified?  Learn how farming can vary in Malawi and the problems faced by cash crop plantations, tobacco tenants and smallholders.  

Homework – Answer GCSE style Q, Describe how farming varies in the developing country of Malawi.  Use examples of different farm types and farm products in your answer.

Resources to be created from Oxford Edexcel Geog B GCSE textbook p276/277 & 278/9

282/283 of new green GCSE textbook 


	9. How can Malawi create a better future?
	To learn how different rural development projects can help the people of Malawi
	Diamond 9 exercise 

	Starter – Tell students that global anti-smoking campaigns have reduced the demand for tobacco grown in Malawi – details on p276 may be useful.  What ideas can students come up with to help farmers who can no longer grow tobacco? List the ideas on the board. Introduce the terms intergovernmental organisations (IGOs) and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and consider whether any of the ideas the students came up with could be implemented by IGOs or NGOs.

Find out how mushroom farming and fish farming could be good alternatives to tobacco farming – see p280.  On sugar paper make advertising posters that describe both projects.  Present a selection of the posters to the class to be sure everyone understands their key features.

Contrast both projects in a table to show how NGOs and IGOs can help to develop rural areas in Malawi (a simplified version of the one in Q1 p 281.)  Extension – which project would you most recommend for solving rural poverty or helping families affected by HIV/AIDS.  Explain your reasons.

Plenary

Ask students to complete a pyramid review of the problems and solutions in rural Malawi introduced in the last two lessons.  Arrange them in the shape of a pyramid:  

· One question they have

· Two points they are not sure of

· Three points they have learned
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