Letter to the RGS concerning the de-platforming of PalFest
6 November 2023

Dear Professor Joe Smith, Nigel Clifford, Trustees, and members of the Royal Geographical Society,

We write to express our deep concern with the Royal Geographical Society’s decision to cancel its hosting
of a Palestine Literature Festival (PalFest) event in October 2023. The Society’s response (a generic email)
and public statement on the matter do not alleviate our concerns, they increase them. The RGS has made
a significant error of judgement and we ask that the Society recognises this and makes amends.

The move to de-platform a cultural event on Palestine has been framed by the RGS as based on risk and a
commitment to political neutrality, and we are assured that the decision was not taken “lightly or hastily”.
There are three clear counters here: 1. The RGS is used to high profile speakers and has the capacity to
ensure security, or as much security as is needed for a literature event; 2. Cancelling an event on Palestine
at a time when the UK Home Office is also attempting to suppress shows of solidarity with Palestinian
people is an intensely political move; 3. There is clearly agency here, the RGS cannot argue that there was
no other option, a process of deliberation indicates a different outcome was possible. From the information
we have, this was a decision made by the RGS, not by the police or other local authorities.

There is a will among the signatories of this letter to re-evaluate engagement with RGS activities; we cannot
work in good faith with a professional body that makes this choice at a time when Palestinian voices are
being silenced, and when lives and homes in Gaza are so severely threatened. The RGS should represent
the collective will of geographers — we are the Society — and in this case it has not. We recognise that
mistakes are made and would request, as an acknowledgement of error, meaningful dialogue on remedial
action between the Society and a committee of geographers that includes UK-based Palestinian
geographers.

If the RGS is unwilling to revise its position on the cancellation, then we will write an open letter detailing
our re-evaluated engagement with the Society and withdrawal of labour, including reviewing and editorial
work for RGS journals. The undersigned includes many members, Fellows, RGS journal editors, public
speakers booked for RGS events, heads of RGS research groups, and organisers of the RGS-IBG Annual
Conference.

We write in solidarity with Palestinians and out of a duty of care for the RGS. As many of us have been
arguing for years, the Society must work harder to move away from its colonial and military
foundations. A re-consideration of its position on the cancellation is an essential part of this process and
would be welcomed by us all.

Yours,

Dr Mark Griffiths, Newcastle University Dr Hannah Dickinson, University of Manchester
Dr Olivia Mason, Northumbria University Dr Peter Forman, Northumbria University
Nicole Printy Currie, University of Glasgow Dr Jessica Hope, University of St Andrews

Dr Aya Nassar, Warwick University Farhan Anshary, Newcastle University

Dr Sarah Hughes, Northumbria University Dr Kalpana Wilson, Birkbeck University

Dr Catherine Oliver, Lancaster University Professor Louise Amoore, Durham University


https://www.rgs.org/PalFestStatement

Dr Angela Last, University of Leicester

Professor Katherine Brickell, King’s College London
Professor Tim Cresswell, University of Edinburgh
Dr Anna Laing, University of Sussex

Professor Jo Sharp, University of St Andrews,
Professor Nick Megoran, Newcastle University
Professor Ben Rogaly, University of Sussex
Professor Dr. Jessica Budds, University of Bonn
Regina Hansda, University of Edinburgh

Dr Nadia von Benzon, Lancaster University
Professor Parvati Raghuram, The Open University
Professor John Morrissey, University of Galway,
Dr Sam Staddon, University of Edinburgh
Professor Nichola Khan, University of Edinburgh
Dr Will Andrews, Keele University, RGS-IBG Fellow
Professor Felicity Callard, University of Glasgow
Dr Ruth Craggs, King’s College London

Professor Michael Mason, LSE

Dr Guy Crawford, Queen's University

Dr Nithya Natarajan, King's College London

Prof Tim Schwanen, University of Oxford

Dr Sinéad O'Connor, Aberystwyth University
Professor Christoph Rupprecht, Ehime University,
Iram Sammar, King's College London

Professor Nicola Ansell, Brunel University London,
Poppy Budworth, University of Manchester

Dr Jayanthi Lingham, University of Sheffield

Dr Gavin Brown, Visiting Professor, University of Sheffield
Dr James Kneale, University College London
Professor Alex Loftus, King's College London

Dr Hanna Baumann, University College London

Dr Jonathan Silver, University of Sheffield
Professor Julian Agtyeman, Tufts University

Dr AM Kanngieser, Royal Holloway University of London
Catriona Gold, University College London

Andy Harrod, Lancaster University

Dr Katharina Grueneisl, University of Nottingham
Dr Kate Baker University of Exeter

Neal Halforty, Queens University Belfast
Professor JoAnn McGregor, University of Sussex
Dr Thomas Dekeyser, Aberystwyth University

Dr Jeremy Auerbach, University College Dublin

Dr Vanessa Schofield, St Andrews University

Dr Camilla Royle, Durham University

Dr Sneha Krishnan, University of Oxford

Professor George Holmes, University of Leeds

Dr Sébastien Rioux, Professor, Université de Montréal
Viktoriya Vinik, York Univeristy

Katie Keddie, University of Nottingham

Dr Marion Ernwein, The Open University

Dr Tom Cowan, University of Nottingham

Dr Alanna Higgins, University of Nottingham

Dr Silvia Hassouna, Durham University

Dr Alistair Anderson, Fellow

Ellis Fannin, University of Manchester

Dr Ayesha Siddigi, University of Cambridge

Dr Karg Kama, University of Birmingham

Hafsa Bobat Garcia, The Portsmouth Grammar School
Dr Elisa Burrai, Leeds Beckett University

Professor James D Sidaway, National University of
Singapore

Joe Jukes, University of Brighton

Dr Sana Murrani, University of Plymouth

Dr David Seitz, Harvey Mudd College

Dr Ludovico Rella, Durham University

Harry Quealy, University of Manchester

Katie Parsons, Loughborough University

Rob Booth, University of Birmingham

Dr Matt Birkinshaw, SOAS

Dr Danai Avgeri, University of Cambridge

Dr Elisabetta Pietrostefani, University of Liverpool
Dr Gediminas Lesutis, University of Amsterdam

Dr Polly Pallister-Wilkins, University of Amsterdam
Dr Andrew Kythreotis, University of Lincoln

Dr Hannah Fair, University of Oxford

Dr Cordelia Freeman, University of Exeter

Dr Semra Akay, Gaziantep University

Kathryn Miller, Lancaster University

Bridget Shaffrey, University

Dr Callum Ward, Uppsala University

Dr Tristan Sturm, Queen’s University Belfast

Dr Ale Boussalem, University of St Andrews

Dr Amy Y. Zhang, University of Manchester

Elias Yassin, King's College London

Dr Danny McNally, Teesside University,

Professor Alex Hughes, Newcastle University,

Dr Jaskiran Kaur Chohan, University of Bristol

Dr Mikko Joronen, Tampere University

Dr Daniel Finch-Race, University of Bologna

Dr Susan Fitzpatrick, York St John University and
University of Edinburgh

Dr Jonathan Harris, King's College London

Rhys Dafydd Jones, Prifysgol Aberystwyth

Dr Sarah Peck, Northumbria University

Dr Romola Sanyal, London School of Economics
Dr James Riding, Newcastle University

Dr Eleanor Wilkinson, University of Southampton
Dr Rishika Mukhopadhyay, University of Southampton
Dr Noam Leshem, Durham University

Professor Tom Slater, Columbia University

Dr Nina Willment, University of York

Dr Adam Searle, University of Nottingham

Dr Victoria Ogoegbunam Okoye, University of Edinburgh
Dr Olivia Sheringham, Birkbeck

Dr Jonathon Turnbull, University of Oxford

Dr Bruna Ferreira Montuori, University of the Arts London
Dr Amber Murrey, University of Oxford

Dr Sharri Plonski, Queen Mary University of London
Dr Caitlin Robinson, University of Bristol

Dr Fizzah Sajjad, LSE

Dr. Cristina Temenos, University of Manchester
Professor Camillo Boano, UCL

Professor David Pinder, Roskilde University
Professor Gerry Kearns, Maynooth University



Professor Alastair Bonnett, Newcastle University
Professor Philip Steinberg, Durham University
Professor Mary Gilmartin, Maynooth University
Professor Barbara Lipietz, UCL

Professor Priya Deshingkar, University of Sussex
Professor Arun Saldanha, University of Minnesota
Professor Ugo Rossi, Gran Sasso Science Institute
Professor Deborah Cowen, University of Toronto
Dr Nick Clare, University of Nottingham

Professor Rebecca Elmhirst, University of Brighton
Dr Wassim Ghantous, PhD, Tampere University
Professor Tim Edensor, Manchester Metropolitan
University

Jessica Sullivan, UCL

Dr Fabien Cante, UCL

Professor Kirsi Pauliina Kallio, Tampere University
Professor Nancy Ettlinger, Ohio State University
Dr Marv Waterstone, University of Arizona USA
Professor Mark Boyle, Maynooth University
Professor David Featherstone, University of Glasgow
Dr Ersilia Verlinghieri, University of Westminster and
University of Oxford

Dr Katherine Sammler, University of Twente

Laura Neville, University of Lausanne,

Professor Nigel Clark, Lancaster University
Professor Farhana Sultana, Syracuse University
Professor Emily Gilbert, University of Toronto
Professor Gillian Rose, University of Oxford
Professor Colin McFarlane, Durham University

Dr Barbara Brayshay, Royal Holloway University of London
Dr Sumedha Basu, University of Leeds

Dr Daniel Cockayne, University of Waterloo

Dr Omar Jabary Salamanca, Université libre de Bruxelles
Dr Charlotte Wrigley, University of Stavanger

Dr Matthew Benwell, Newcastle University

Dr Robert Coates, Wageningen University
Professor Allen J Scott, UCLA

Professor Syed Farid Alatas, National University of
Singapore

Dr Sage Brice, Durham University

Dr Andew Harris, University College London
Professor Rachel Woodward, Newcastle University
Dr Julia Corwin, London School of Economics

Dr Tessa Holland, Newcastle University

Dr Ohoud Kamal, American university of Madaba
Dr Letizia Chiappini, University of Twente
Associate Professor, Coventry University

Dr Paula Satizdbal, Helmholtz Institute For Functional
Marine Biodiversity

Dr Inge Panneels, Edinburgh Napier University

Dr Ihnji Jon, Cardiff University

Dr Laura Antona, LSE

Dr Sumedha Basu, University of Leeds

Dr Hannah Awcock, Edinburgh Napier University
Leah Edwards, Durham University

Dr Federico Venturini, University of Udine

Dr Jennie Middleton, University of Oxford

Irna Nurlina, Birkbeck, University of London

Dr William Jamieson, Royal Holloway

Sri Suryani, University of Sheffield

Dr Stefano Portelli, University of Leicester

Dr Alex Vasudevan, University of Oxford

Dr Derek Ruez, Tampere University

Dr Neil Simcock, Liverpool John Moores University
Dr Nigel de Noronha, University of Manchester
Alice Lawrence, University of Cambridge

Cole Virk, University of Sheffield

Dr Varyl Thorndycraft, Royal Holloway University of
London

Dr Elsa Noterman, Queen Mary University of London
Prof Ben Anderson, Durham University

Professor Karen Till, Maynooth University.

Dr Erandi Barroso, University of Zurich

Dr Juliet Sefton, Monash University

Professor Susan Buckingham, Independent Fellow
Professor Edward H. Huijbens, Wageningen University
Professor Elena Fiddian-Qasmiyeh , UCL

Dr Vickie Zhang, University of Bristol

Dr Vincent Guermond, Queen Mary University of London
Dr Cladudia Santos, DevGRG committee member

Dr Carlotta Molfese, University of Plymouth

Aadita Chaudhury, York University

Dr Mark Lucherini, Keele University

Dr Hosna Shewly, Fulda University of Applied Sciences
Sciences

Dr Valerio della Sala, University of Bologna

Kirsten Somerville, University of Glasgow

Dr Keith Halfacree, Swansea University

Ellie King, National Library of Wales

Dr Natalie Oswin, University of Toronto

Dr Jeremy Brice, University of Manchester
Professor Julie MaclLeavy, University of Bristol

Dr Andrew Davies, University of Liverpool

Dr. Eugene McCann, Simon Fraser University,
Cansu Sonmez, Gran Sasso Science Institute

Dr Mary Lawhon, University of Edinburgh

Dr. Muna Dajani, LSE

Dr Joanna Allan, Northumbria University

Dr Tom Western, UCL

Dr Francis Masse, Northumbria University

Caterina Liberace, University College London

Dr Fenna Hoefsloot, UCL

Dr Jonny Jones, UCL

William Stewart, UCL

Dr Christopher Harker, UCL

Dr Kim Ward, University of Plymouth

Dr Antonis Vradis, University of St Andrews

Loren March, University of Toronto

Dr Andrea Brock, University of Sussex

Mehmet Baris Kuymulu, Middle East Technical University
Dr Zaina Gadema, Northumbria University

Jessica McGarty

Ayham Dalal, German University in Cairo (GUC)

Dr Alice Cree, Newcastle University



Sarah Jasmon, Manchester Metropolitan University
Dr Oliver Belcher, Durham University

Dr David Gogishvili. University of Lausanne

Sayoni Bose

Dr Walaa Algaisiya, University of Venice

Dr Rory Rowan, Trinity College Dublin

Dr Lisa Tilley, SOAS

Dr Tom Fry, University of Cambridge

Dr Silvia Pasquetti, Newcastle University

Christian Henderson, Leiden University

Dr Matt Barlow

Andrea Rizzi, University of Bologna

Dr John Clayton, Northumbria University

Dr James Todd, University of Glasgow

Anil Sindhwani, PGR, Durham University

Dr Tiina Jarvi,Tampere University

Dr Nicholas Beuret, University of Essex

Dr Paolo Novak, SOAS London

Dr Mori Ram, Newcastle University

Dr Reena Kukreja, Global Development Studies, Queen's
University, Canada

Dr Fraser MacDoanld, University of Edinburgh

Dr Emma Cardwell, Lancaster University

Jon Cloke, Low Carbon Energy for Development
Network

Anna Pearce, University of St Andrews

Tom Rowe, Wageningen University

Dr Jean Boucher, The James Hutton Institute

Dr Ben Gowland, University of Oxford

Maryam Altaf, University of Oxford

Dr Robert Shaw, Newcastle University

Paola Minoia, Associate Professor, University of Turin
Davide Giacomo Zoppolato, West Virginia University
Umar Al Farug King’s College London

Dr Gaurav Mittal, University of Oxford

Jasmine Joanes, Royal Holloway University of London
Dr Robin Biddulph, University of Gothenburg, Sweden
Afua Kokayi, Former geography teacher

Dr Sara Caramaschi, DAStU Politecnico di Milano
Anurag Das, North Eastern Social Research Centre
Emma Bloodgood, Newcastle University

Ana Lambert, University of Manchester

Fraser Curry, King's College London

Joel Rodrigues, Stockholm University

Dr Hiromi Inagaki, Singapore- ETH Centre

Philipp Horn, University of Sheffield

Dr Neil Gray, University of Glasgow

Steve Tufts, York University

Ivana Bevilacqua, King's College London

Mario Imperioso, University of Lisbon

Dr Rhys Machold, University of Glasgow

Matt Hanley, Lancaster University

Hiba Sha’ath, York University

Jessie Speer, London School of Economics

Grace Abou Jaoude, Technische Universitat
Braunschweig

Dr Saskia Papadakis , Royal Holloway, University of
London

Madelaine Joyce, Royal Holloway

Selma Benyovszky, University of Reading

Dr Monika Jaeckel, independent artist-researcher
Dr Lorenzo De Vidovich, University of Trieste

Dr Tahir Zaman, University of Sussex

Dr Kelvin Mason

Dr Mariana Reyes Carranza, UCL

Dr Penny Travlou, University of Edinburgh

Dr Joe Gerlach, University of Bristol

Austin Read, University of Bristol

Shannon Clarke, Queen's University

Dr Diana Cérdoba, Queen's university

Ishita Chatterjee, O. P. Jindal University

Ryan Powell, University of Sheffield

Beth Cloughton, University of Glasgow

Dr Jessica Lehman, Durham University

Dr Rachael Squire, Royal Holloway University
Edgar Garcia Velozo, University of Kentucky

Dr Marijn Nieuwenhuis, Durham University

Dr Penelope Anthias, Durham University

Dr Ayyaz Mallick, University of Liverpool

Juliette Desportes, University of Glasgow

Germdn A. Quimbayo Ruiz, Associate to UPTC and UNAL.
Bogota

Glenda Garelli, University of Leeds

Dr Teklehaymanot Weldemichel, Norwegian University of
Science and Technology

Abigail Hardcastle, Newcastle University

Hazig Hakimi, National University of Singapore
Visakha Turner, GeogWest Virginia University

Dr. Ali Ali, University of Sussex

Solinda Morgillo, University of Leicester

Caitlin MacKinlay, Durham University

Dr Liam Keenan, University of Nottingham

Dr Laura Loyola-Hernandez, University of Leeds
Sophie Standen, Lancaster University

Nikita Mehta, Lancaster University

Dr Thiruni Kelegama, University of Oxford

Dr Jessica Jacobs, Queen Mary University of London
Dr Majed Akhter, King's College London

Elise Lecomte, University of Leicester

Professor Alison Stenning, Newcastle University
Alexandria Z.W. Chong, University College London
Dr Chiara Tornaghi, Coventry University

Dr Lorna O'Hara, University of Glasgow

Dr Angela Smith, University of New South Wales
Luisa Carrera lzurieta, University College London
Dr Hannah Schling, Department of Geography, UCL
Dr Priya Kunjan, RMIT University

Meagan Harder, PhD Candidate, University of Hawai'i at
Manoa

Raktim Ray, Lectuer, University College of London
Dr Dilruba Erkan, Independent

Dr Natalie Osborne, Griffith University



Associate Professor Anitra Nelson, University of
Melbourne

Dr John Morris, University of Nottingham

Dr W. Nathan Green, National University of Singapore
Dr Kahina Meziant, The Graduate Center, CUNY
Anders Moeller, National University of Singapore

Dr Mike Hannis, Bath Spa University

Dr Dina Krichker

Reagan Pearce, University College London

Sarah Ware, Vienna University of Economics and Business
Daniele Bagnoli, University of Salerno

Dr Paul Griffin, Northumbria University

Samuel Hertz, Royal Holloway University of London
Dr Paul Harrison, Durham University

Dr Simone Tulumello, Universidade de Lisboa

Si Long Chan, Newcastle University

Dr Amy Walker, Martin Luther University Halle-
Wittenberg

Dr Tim Joubert, University of Leeds

Dr José Benedicto

Victor Cobs-Mufioz, PhD Student, Department of Spatial
Planning, TU Dortmund

Aspen Watts, Birkbeck University

Merrill Hopper, King's College London

Dr Mette Bruinsma, Utrecht University

Dr Liza Griffin, UCL

Dr Sasha Engelmann, Royal Holloway University

Dr Zeynep Oguz, Lecturer, University of Edinburgh

Dr Gwyneth Lonergan, Northumbria University
Daoud Ghool, Newcastle University

Dian Ekowati, University of Brighton

Ankita Shrestha, University of Oslo

Dr William Monteith, QMUL

Dr Arlene Crampsie, University College Dublin

George Kirkham, University of Oxford

Dr Shereen Fernandez, LSE

Dr Miles Kenney-Lazar, National University of Singapore
Dr Graham Mowl, Northumbria University

Marlene Gomez, Freie Universitat Berlin

Dr Ibdn Diaz-Parra, University of Seville,

Dr Pavithra Vasudevan, The University of Texas at Austin
Tim Rottleb, Brandenburgische Technische Universitat
Cottbus-Senftenberg

Dr Ingrid A. Medby, Newcastle University

Dr Francesco Amoruso, University of Exeter

Dr. Megan Youdelis, University of Toronto

Dr Jordana Ramalho, University College London

Dr Jemima Repo, Newcastle University

Dr Hannah Boast, University of Edinburgh

Dr Cian O'Callaghan, Trinity College Dublin

Dr Georgina McAllister, Coventry University

Dr Anthony Ince, Cardiff University

Lia Mazzari, Royal Holloway University of London

Prof Adriana Allen, UCL

Dr Dean Phelan, Trinity College Dublin

Dr Olivia Engle, Birkbeck, University of London

Dr Daniel Mufioz, Universidad de Chile

Dr Lucie Glasheen, University of Southampton
Ivonne Charlotte Marais, University of Brighton

Dr Andrew Williams, Cardiff University

Dr Panagiota Kotsila, Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona
Josefina Jaureguiberry Mondion, University of Oxford
James Sirigotis, University of California

Dr Fabio lapaolo, Oxford Brookes University

Hala Shoman, Newcastle University

Dr Mark Vicol, Wageningen University

Dr. Louise Boyle, University of Glasgow

Dr Yolanda Weima, University of Bologna

Nadia Yahalom-Switat, University of Westminster

Dr Patrick Weir, Independent Researcher

Dr Sajad Ahmad Mir, University of Kashmir

Dr Jeffrey Whyte, Lancaster University

Dr Richard Kotter, Northumbria University

Dr Matilda Fitzmaurice, Lancaster University

Prof Stefan Bouzarovski, University of Manchester
Dr Rae Rosenberg, University of Edinburgh

Dr Aretousa Bloom, London School of Economics

Dr Josep Almudever Chanza, Newcastle University

Dr Malene H Jacobsen, Newcastle University

Dr Kavita Ramakrishnan, University of East Anglia

Dr Andrew Williams, Cardiff University

Emilia Weber, UCL

Anish Chhibber, Northumbria University

Balawansuk Lynrah, National University of Singapore
Professor Julie Cupples, University of Edinburgh
Shruti Ragavan, NIAS,

Zena Agha, Newcastle University

Dr Robin Finlay, Durham University

Dr Alexander Clark, University of Oxford

Dr Rayna Rusenko, Independent scholar

Dr Sugandha Srivastav, University of Oxford

Dr Maria Karagianni, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki
Dr Sander van Lanen, University of Groningen

Dr Oznur Yardimci, University of York, Former member
Professor Mark Boyle, Maynooth University

Dr Japhy Wilson, Bangor University

Dr Amanda Thomas, Te Herenga Waka Victoria University
of Wellington

Anna Smith, King's College London

Dr Hamzah Muzaini, National University of Singapore
Professor Cathrine Brun, Oxford Brookes University
Dr Saska Petrovs, University of Manchester

Patrick Weir, Independent Researcher

Dr. Julie Ren, University of Zurich

Dr Aleksandra Pileti¢, King's College London

Dr Sarah Huque, University of Edinburgh

Professor Peter Adey, Royal Holloway University of
London

Dr Joe Penny, UCL

Antonio Alcazar Ill, Central European University
Laura Hill, Geography Teacher

Dr Thembi Luckett, Newcastle University

Prof Virginie Mamadouh, University of Amsterdam
Dr Niloufar Vadiati, HafenCity University Hamburg



Annie Elledge, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Professor Marcus Power, Durham University

Dr Thomas Keating, Linkdping Universitet

Professor Duncan McDuie-Ra, University of Newcastle
Dr Araby Smyth, York University, Canada

Claire Hilbrecht, University of Kentucky

Dr Paul Robert Gilbert, University of Sussex

Harry Catton, University of Sussex

Dr Breffni Lennon, University College Cork

Ali Hendessi, University of Exeter

Wiktor Hansson, University of Bristol

Dr Breffni Lennon, University College Cork

Dr Richard Goulding, University of Sheffield

Dr Stéle Holgersen, Orebro University

Dr Brian Rosa, Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona
Maeve McGandy, University of Galway

Dr Giulia Dal Maso, Ca' Foscari University Venice

Dr Reijer Hendrikse, Vrije Universiteit Brussel
Dr Hamish Kallin, University of Edinburgh
Yung Au, University of Oxford

Dr Siri Schwabe, Roskilde University

Dr Amelia Hassoun, University of Cambridge
Dr. Elisa T. Bertuzzo, researcher

Pearlin Teow, University of Plymouth

Dr Keith Halfacree, Swansea University

Dr Aditya Ray, UWE Bristol

Iram Sammar King's College London

Carla Diego, London, Primary Teacher and NEU Rep
Dr Samuel Berlin, University of Plymouth

Kit Marie Rackley, University of East Anglia

Dr Rory Hearne , Maynooth University

Dr Adam Ramadan, University of Birmingham
Dr Margherita Scazza, University of Edinburgh



