OCR / RGS-IBG DATA
SKILLS IN GEOGRAPHY

TOPIC 2: Exploring Places
Investigating urban place-profiles using quantitative and
qualitative data and research information

Links to OCR GCE Specification for Activity

The focus of this investigation will be to see how both inequality and place profiles can be revealed
and understood at a local level. This is an area of interest for KS3. GCSE as well as AS and A
Level students.

This project was funded by the Nuffield Foundation, but the views expressed
are those of the authors and not necessarily those of the Foundation.

(1) Data discussion
The aim of this task is to start understanding and classifying data and information (primary,
secondary, hybrid), evaluating and format (file types)
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DCLG http://imd-by-postcode.opendatacommunities.org/ and see https://data.gov.uk/dataset/english-indices-ofdeprivation-2015-lsoa-level or http://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/idmap.html
DfT link https://www.dft.gov.uk/traffic-counts/area.php

2

These examples of data streams can the investigator find out about places, especially differences
in places at a local scale.
The Activity today is a focus on investigating geo-spatial differences in Lowestoft, in East Anglia
(2) Understanding local area difference – IMD data and information
What does IMD mean and how is it measured? Take these two online maps. In order to get to
grips and have a real contextual understating of what the information shows then the user needs to
understand both the spatial organisation of IMD (which is linked to the census) as well as the
weighting mechanism.

Source: http://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/idmap.html
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Source: https://maps.cdrc.ac.uk/
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Source:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/464431/English_Index_of_Multiple_Deprivation_2015__Infographic.pdf

Also visit this website http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/HTMLDocs/dvc147/ and get a
more depth of a profile of Lowestoft, based on 20111 census data. Use this central postcode
NR32 1ET. Why not compare to your own area?
Please make brief notes as you will need those ideas for the next activity.
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This town profile should also help.

Source: http://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/Planning/Neighbourhood-Planning/Town-and-village-profiles/Lowestoft-Town-Profile.pdf
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Source: https://www.slideshare.net/JamesCrone3/an-introduction-to-2011-census-geography?from_action=save

An understanding of the census is also important for the context of IMD
It is these small census areas that provide detailed, localised secondary data. These areas vary in
size but
generally:
• MSOAs have a resident population of about 7000 people
• LSOAs have a population of around 1500
• OAs have a population between 100 and 600 people
IMD is based around LSOA geography.
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(3) Geographical narrative: quantitative to qualitative
This is all about seeing images through a geographical lens, or “telling geographical stories”
Here is a practice one so that you get the idea of structure and formatting; please use this as a
template to follow
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We would like you to now begin to piece together some of the quantitative data you have found out
from census, IMD and the image to create a written place narrative about Lowestoft.
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Source: http://www.dac.dk/Images/img/1920x1200M/(39048)/39048/havnepromenaden14.jpg

Below: space for your place narrative.
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(4) Thinking about quantitative data analysis

Work in your group to discuss the range of numerical and statistical tools that could be applied to
these two data sets. A quick reminder of those tools from the OCR GCSE and GCE
Specifications.
GCSE

A Level

10

In your groups, discuss how you would use tools and features from Excel (or similar) to manage
this data. In other words can you, sort, filter and extract relevant data from a spreadsheet?
Here is some examples of areas and deprivation scores from some students fieldwork in a similar
area. Justify a range of quant skills that you might use to help analyse this information.
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(5) Analysis, interpretation and evaluation
At both GCSE and GCE students may be required to demonstrate of a sequence of understanding
for AO2 and AO3 respectively.
AO3 GCSE
AO2 AS and A Level

Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate
geographical information and issues and to make judgements.
Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate
geographical information and issues

This next activity requires a writing in sequence to demonstrate those AO2 and AO3 skills. Again,
work in a group to come up with some answers for this flow of ideas that are linked to each other.
It’s hard to tease these apart, but you are at least coming up with a geographical story which is
evidence based. A coastal example has been provided for you.
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Analysis

‘Pick the information apart’

Interpretation

‘Come up with some explanations’

Evaluation

‘Make evidenced judgements’
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