
The Coastal and Marine Research Group is now planning for RGSIBG21, and are looking for expressions 
of interest for themed sessions. This year’s theme is ‘borders, borderlands and bordering’. The CMRG are 
able to sponsor up to a maximum of 12 sessions; each session lasts 1 hour and 40 minutes. In addition to 
paper-based sessions, we would also welcome expressions of interest for innovative sessions, including 
focus groups, speed presentation sessions, and discussion type sessions. In light of the ongoing 
pandemic, the conference will include in-person and online options. The RGS will confirm by early April 
2021 whether the in-person elements can go ahead. 
 
We invite session proposals across marine and coastal geography, including but not limited to:  

• The concept of coasts and wetlands as liminal border between land and sea 

• UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 2021-2030 

• UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration 2021-2030 

• Climate change challenging oceanic boundaries and baselines 

• COP26 in Glasgow  

• Public engagement with marine and coastal science 

• Changes in marine governance, planning and policy in the UK, Europe and around the world (e.g. 
blue growth, evidence based policy, global-local) 

• Approaches for valuing ecosystem services and other forms of valuation.  

• Use of arts and humanities based approaches as part of the marine ‘science’ toolkit 

• Different forms and sources of knowledge for conservation, ecology and biodiversity.  

• Use of concepts of social and ecological resilience 

• Climate change framing in coastal areas – how can we change the narrative and promote 
adaptation? 

• Brexit and governance – how does this impact our ‘borders’ of activity? (e.g. MPAs, fisheries, 
renewable energy, marine planning) 

• Coastal management in a post-COVID-19 world  

• Natural hazards and coastal processes: understanding vulnerability and disaster risk reduction.  
 
Session proposals should be sent to Emma McKinley (mckinleye1@cardiff.ac.uk) and Julian Sartorius 
(jsartorius@dundee.ac.uk) by 31 January 2021. Session coordinators should submit their final session by 
12 March 2021. RGSIBG2021 will be held at the Society in London from Tuesday 31 August to Friday 3 
September 2021.  
 
For more information about the RGS Coastal and Marine Research Group, follow us on @RGSCoastal or 
keep up to date with information by subscribing to our newsletter and regularly checking our website 
https://coastalmarineresearchgroup.wordpress.com/  

 

mailto:mckinleye1@cardiff.ac.uk
mailto:jsartorius@dundee.ac.uk
https://coastalmarineresearchgroup.wordpress.com/

