
Geographies of Children Youth & Families Research Group (GCYFRG) Sponsored Sessions 

at the RGS-IBG Annual International Conference 2021, 31 August - 3 September   

The Geographies of Children Youth & Families Research Group (GCYFRG) invites expressions 

of interest for sponsored sessions at the RGS-IBG Annual International Conference 2021. 

The conference will focus on Borders, Borderlands and Bordering and will be chaired by 

Professor Uma Kothari. The conference plans to take a hybrid approach with in-person and 

online options. In early April, the RGS-IBG will confirm whether in-person events can take 

place alongside online sessions.   

The Geographies of Children Youth & Families Research Group (GCYFRG) is continuing to 

sponsor some sessions that have rolled over from last year and in addition is able to sponsor 

some new sessions. These may be based on the overarching conference theme as it relates 

to children, young people and families, or alternatively, may directly relate to GCYFRG’s 

aims to raise the profile, perceived value and understanding of geographies of children, 

youth and families within academic geography and beyond.   

We are already sponsoring 8 timeslots from sessions that have been rolled over from last 

year and can sponsor up to 4 more, to a max of 12 timeslots. These will be badged as 

‘GCYFRG’ sponsored sessions within the conference programme, and we will also promote 

the sessions via our website and social media.   

Please email submissions for session sponsorship to Tracy Hayes 

(tracy.hayes@cumbria.ac.uk) by Friday 5 February 2021 making sure to include:  

(i) the session title (max 15 words) and abstract (max 300 words), (ii) name(s) and 

affiliation(s) of the session convenor(s), (iii) the anticipated format of the session (e.g. 

presented papers, panels, practitioner forums, discussions, workshops, etc), (iv) the number 

of 1h 40 minute slots requested (max 2), and (v) whether you are planning an online or in-

person session.   

We acknowledge that this is a tight turnaround, but we wanted to honour all contributions 

from last year before opening up to new calls.   

Guidance for session organisers is available here https://www.rgs.org/research/annual-

international-conference/call/guidance-for-session-organisers/  

Please note the limits on participation that the RGS have set this year:  

• Delegates will be limited to ONE paper presentation and ONE panel contribution, OR, 
TWO panel contributions.  

• There is no formal limit on the number of sessions one can chair, but we encourage 
delegates to be realistic about what they can take on.  

 

We will inform session organisers about decisions relating to GCYFRG sponsorship by Friday 

19 February 2021. Once a sponsorship decision has been made, you will have until Friday, 

12 March 2021 to provide the full session details (with all proposed papers and presenters) 

for final submission directly to the RGS-IBG. The full guidelines for organizing sessions can 
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be found at: https://www.rgs.org/research/annual-international-conference/programme-

(1)/guidance-for-sessionorganisers/   

Please direct any questions to Tracy Hayes (tracy.hayes@cumbria.ac.uk). Further details 

about the Annual Conference 2021 can be found at https://www.rgs.org/research/annual-

international-conference/ and more information about the Geographies of Children, Youth 

& Families Research Group at https://gcyfrg.wordpress.com/   
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