
The RACE group of the RGS invites proposals for sessions to be sponsored by us at the 
2021 Royal Geographical Society Conference.  Session sponsorship means that a session is 
branded in the conference programme with the Research Group’s name, and gives the 
opportunity to promote the session through our Research Group networks.  Unfortunately, 
session sponsorship does not include financial sponsorship. 
  
The RGS Annual Conference is taking place in London Tuesday 31 August to Friday 3 
September 2021.  The conference theme is borders, borderlands, and bordering. The RGS 
is planning a conference with in-person and online options. They will confirm by early April 2021 

whether the planned in-person elements can go ahead. This will be announced at the same time 
as they announce acceptance of programme contributions.   
 
The RGS is encouraging a range of session formats.  The RACE group also encourage 
innovative and inclusive formats and invite proposals for session sponsorship that engages with 
the conference theme, as well as other aspects of geographical work around race, culture and 
ethnicity.  The RACE group envisage that the online format may provide even more 
opportunities for innovation and border-crossing this 
year: https://www.rgs.org/research/annual-international-conference/call/ 
 
Given that the RACE group's concerns cut across a number of research groups, and with a view 
to putting the conference themes into action, do also bear in mind that co-sponsorship is 
possible.  You should contact the relevant research group, as well as the RACE group, if you 
would like to explore this: https://www.rgs.org/research/research-groups/ 
  
The RACE group is also able to offer a limited number of guest passes (covering the 
registration fee for a day’s in-person attendance at the conference, but not travel or 
accommodation: arrangements for equivalent online passes will be confirmed later).  The 
application process for this will be announced through this mailing list in 2021, with preliminary 
details available now on the RGS website. 
  

To apply for RACE session sponsorship there's no form to fill in.  You just need to send us an 
abstract of your session, letting us know what it's about, who's organising it and who will be 
involved.  Please send this to to RACE Secretary Pat Noxolo 

(p.e.p.noxolo@bham.ac.uk) by 15th February 2021. The committee will review the applications 
and we will inform session organisers of decisions by the end of February.   
 
Expression of interest forms then need to be submitted directly to the RGS by the session 
organiser(s) by 5th March 2021.  The RGS will issue a session code, which you will need for 
full submission on 12th March 2021. Details about the RGS's two-step submmission process 
are available here:  https://www.rgs.org/research/annual-international-conference/call/guidance-
for-session-organisers/ 
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