
PETRA - Why were the Nabateans 
clever? 

SHEET 1  

Watch the interview Dr Sami al-Hasanat and answer the following questions.

1. Why did the ancient Nabateans locate their city at Petra?
2. How did the climate differ 2,000 years ago?
3. What evidence is there for the fact that it was dry when the city was built?
4. How many reservoirs were built around Petra?
5. What system did the Nabateans use to ensure that each household was supplied with water?
6. Why does Dr Sami al-Hasanat think that the Nabateans were wiser than Jordanians today?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUt1DKh-W-o
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