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India: A Study in Contrasts 

 9ȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ 
economy by 2050 



Energy... 

ÅOver 400 million people without access to 
electricity 

ÅNearly over 800 million people rely on 
biomass for cooking 

ÅOne of the lowest per capita energy 
consumptions in the world 



Water... 

ÅMost river basins are over extracted and 
almost all rivers are polluted 

Åмр҈ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŀǉǳƛŦŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ 
and this could go up to 60% by 2040 

Åмр҈ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦƻƻŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ 
άƳƛƴŜŘέ ǿŀǘŜǊ 

 



Forests 

ÅOver the last 20 years, 1.2 million ha of forest 
have been diverted to infrastructure projects ς 
roads, mining, hydropower... 

ÅIn the last four years alone nearly 400 sq km 
ƻŦ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ άƭƻǎǘέ 

 

 

 

 



Of the G20 countries, India will be 
worst hit by climate change... 

 



A transformational  
decade? 

ÅIndia needs to grow by at least 8-10% for the 
next 2-3 decades to lift millions out of poverty 

ÅThe development imperative is not in question 
but inequity and access need to be addressed 

Å9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ άƭƻǿ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ 
ŦǊǳƛǘέ  

ÅGrowth without incurring massive 
environmental debts is key 

 

 



Finding the right mix of... 

ÅTechnology 

ÅFinance 

ÅInstitutions 

ÅGovernance 

ÅEnvironmental Sustainability   

 

 India (and the world) has no choice but to 
select an alternative development pathway 

 

 

 

 



The  Sundarbans  

Å The largest mangrove delta in the world (10,000 
sq km)  
Å Home to 4 million people - population density of 
nearly 1000 people per sq km 
ÅhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ άŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘέ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ 
the region 
Å Barely 20% have access to reliable energy 
Å Most people depend on agriculture or natural 
resources for livelihoods 
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Vision 
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Bushlight 







The Himalayas 


