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Introduction

With a growing population, England faces many challenges including the need for affordable housing
and new communities to release the pressure on existing settlements around the country. To help
alleviate this pressure, the Government has pledged to build 1.5 million homes by 2029 and enlisted
the help of a taskforce to help identify areas around England where significant development can take
place. This taskforce has identified 12 potential locations for developments, taking advantage of
brownfield sites where possible.

Location of proposed new developments
The new developments proposed by the taskforce consider existing infrastructure such as roads
and railways but, in some cases recommend additional infrastructure to help alleviate congestion

and limitations to travel.

The locations of these developments are identified below:

Leeds South Bank
—

Manchester Victoria North
Adlington

Figure 1: Location of proposed new developments. Image Credit: MHCLG


https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/

Thamesmead Waterfront

One of the proposed developments is Thamesmead, located in southeast London. Continuing from
the regeneration of the area since the decline of the London Docks in the 1970s and ‘80s,
Thamesmead Waterfront is a prime location for the proposed 15,000 homes on a 100-hectare
brownfield site. The development of this site will also help towards meeting the 88,000 homes a year
housing target for the Capital.

In addition to housing, the developers aim to improve transport links, including extending the
Docklands Light Railway (DLR), regenerating the existing town centre and creating new parkland.
The hope is to transform the area into a vibrant community.

Figure 2: Proposed location of the Thamesmead Waterfront development site © Thamesmead™

This site is located before the Thames Barrier — a large flood defence system designed to reduce
the risk of flooding from the Thames in London. Therefore, without its protection, the area is more
susceptible to flooding especially from storm surges and the threat of sea level rise from climate
change. Therefore, developers will need to consider this when building along the banks of the
Thames so that homes and businesses are protected against these events in the long-term.

Although building new homes may address a supply problem in the housing market, with banks
loaning less and mortgage rates increasing, being able to afford these homes is another issue which
needs to be reviewed so that people can affordably access properties.


https://www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk/explore/new-improved-buildings/thamesmead-waterfront/
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