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What’s the carbon problem? 1



DfT National Travel Survey data

What’s the carbon problem? 1



2 What does decarbonised visitor travel comprise?
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3 ...and the need for new governance arrangements?

a. Travel to...

b. National park 
    visitor transport

c. Locale 
    (valley?) scale 



3 ...and the need for new governance arrangements?

a. Travel to...

• About 260m people travel to the UK’s 15 national parks and 46 national landscapes each 
year, about 90% by car

• About 272m pass through 
the UK’s airports each year

• Where is the equivalent 
advocacy for visitor 
destinations?
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http://www.aoa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/AOA-Connecting-the-UK-Economy.pdf


3 ...and the need for new governance arrangements?

a. Travel to...



3 ...and the need for new governance arrangements?

b. National Parks visitor transport

� Who should be involved in decision making?
� What is/are appropriate & effective partnership structure(s)?
� What are their appropriate powers and abilities?
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b. National Parks visitor transport



3 ...and the need for new governance arrangements?

c. Locale (valley?) scale



Decision making & spend

Visitor levy (bed tax)
Business levy

Central / regional government finance
Services generated revenues

✔ (Transport) services
✔ Information & marketing
✔ Events & animation
✔ Infrastructure

DMO
Visitor businesses

Community

3 ...and the need for new governance arrangements?

c. Locale (valley?) scale





People want change...
...and cars don’t figure

Lake District; >4000 respondents; 5 sampling methods
https://www.cumbriaaction.org.uk/what-we-do/transport
Final report & summary expected April 2024

https://www.cumbriaaction.org.uk/what-we-do/transport


Thank you alistair@lowcarbondestinations.org

1. Tested components for better leisure travel exist. 
 Awareness needs raising and components need delivering as coordinated 

packages

2. Governance & market failure
• Travel to – market failure needs intervention; significant potential
• National Parks – needs a willing NPA + TA(s) to work together
• Locale / valley scale - key structures already exist, trailblazer locales need 

support, significant potential

Low carbon rural tourism and leisure and the need 
for new governance arrangements


