
 

 

 
Theme and Specification link 

 
This resource explores the budget balancing act governments face when looking at spending, 
particularly around how much money should be set aside for aid and defence. There are two articles 
to read for this activity: UK overseas aid cuts to outstrip those of Trump administration and UK 
reveals cuts to aid for Africa and Middle East.  
 
This resource underpins many aspects of global governance within the A Level Specifications 
specifically:  
 
AQA 
3.2.1.1 Globalisation 
3.2.1.2 Global systems 
3.2.1.4 Global governance 
 
Cambridge International  
13. Global interdependence 
 
Edexcel 
Option 8A: Health, Human Rights and Intervention 
 
Edexcel International  
3.3.3 Managing extreme weather 
3.8.3 Closing the gap 
4.3.3 Managing tectonic hazards 
 
(Eduqas) and WJEC 
(3)4.3: Economic Growth and Challenge: Development in an African Context 
 
OCR 
2.2.4 Global Governance: Option D – Power and Borders  

Financial Times: UK aid 
cuts 

https://www.ft.com/content/ad52bf6c-e63e-4913-a7be-26d0a5045da0?syn-25a6b1a6=1
https://www.ft.com/content/cbed89b2-bee3-4173-9f09-530385287382?syn-25a6b1a6=1
https://www.ft.com/content/cbed89b2-bee3-4173-9f09-530385287382?syn-25a6b1a6=1
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Key terms  

Use the article and your own knowledge to define the key terms below:  
 
Bilateral Aid  
 
 
 
FCDO 
 
 
 
G7 
 
 
 
GNI 
 
 
 
Multilateral  
 
 
 
NGOs  

 
 
 
Article summary in numbers  

Find the following numbers in the articles and use them to write a summary of what they are about.  
 
£240 million 
 
0.3% 
 
2028-29 
 
£1.5 billion 
 
27% 
 
2025 
 
44% 
 
£7.7 billion 
 
58%  
 
2027 
 
23% 
 
 

  

Wider issues  
 
Write a question here to help 
think about other issues which 
might influence the points in the 
article. 
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Debate  

Should defence influence spending on aid?  
 
Note down your responses for and against the argument supporting with evidence from the articles 
and your own knowledge below.  
 

Argument for Evidence Argument against Evidence 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
  
 
 
Potential futures  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Use this space to identify solutions and their implications.  
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Synoptic links  

Create a mind map below linking economic nationalism, security concerns, and globalisation 
trends. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

UK Aid  
Cuts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 examination style questions  

Explain why the UK government is cutting spending on foreign aid.  
 
Discuss the view that spending on defence is more of a current priority for the UK than spending 
on foreign aid.  
 
Assess the challenges of redistributing budgets in the UK.  
 
Explain ways in which countries such as the UK can support less developed countries other than 
through aid.  
 
Evaluate the impacts of budget changes to both the UK and other countries.  
 
 
 


